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Introduction 

The  map  opposite  shows  the  arrangement  of  bird  recording  areas  for  Wales  used  in  Welsh  Birds. 
Following  the  creation  of  Unitary  Authorities  as  the  basis  of  local  Government,  the  Welsh 
Ornithological  Society  decided  to  switch  to  the  Watsonian  Vice-county  system  (see  the  Ray  Society, 
publication  No.  146)  as  the  basis  of  bird  recording  in  Wales.  This  system  largely  matches  the  pre- 
1974  administrative  Counties  used  by  the  Society  until  1996.  Using  the  Watsonian  vice-counties 
therefore  retains  historical  continuity  in  recording.  This  would  have  been  lost  in  any  attempt  to  follow 
the  Unitary  Authorities,  the  only  one  of  which  involves  no  changes  from  the  county  system  created  in 
1974,  let  alone  its  historic  predecessor,  being  Powys,  which  comprises  the  vice-counties  of 
Breconshire  and  Radnorshire  (accepting  the  R.  Wye  as  the  county  boundary  between  them,  as  it  was 
throughout  the  20th  century)  and  Montgomeryshire.  Note,  however,  that  the  name  of  Gwent  has  been 
retained  for  the  vice-county  of  Monmouth  to  prevent  confusion  with  the  new  Unitary  Authority  of 
Monmouth,  which  covers  only  part  of  the  vice-county.  The  recording  areas  and  Recorders  names  and 
addresses  are  listed  below. 

ANGLESEY:  Vice-county  (vc)  52.  An  annual  summary  of  records  is  published  in  the  Cambrian  Bird 
Report,  see  below. 

Recorder :  S.  Culley,  Millhouse,  Penmynydd  Road,  Menai  Bridge,  Anglesey  LL59  5RT. 

BRECON*:  Vice-county  42.  This  area  includes  a  small  area  around  Brynmawr,  formerly  the  NW 
comer  of  Gwent.  See  also  under  Glamorgan  (E). 

Recorder :  M.F.  Peers,  Cyffylog,  2  Aberyscir  Road,  Cradoc,  Brecon  Powys  LD3  9PB. 

CAERNARFON:  Vice-county  49.  This  vice-county  corresponds  to  the  pre-1974  administrative 
county  of  Caernarfonshire.  However,  the  new  county  borough  of  Conwy  straddles  the  old  county 
boundary  between  Caernarfon  and  Denbighshire  along  the  R.  Conwy.  Here  records  from  west  of  the 
R.  Conwy  should  be  sent  to  the  Caernarfon  Recorder  and  from  east  of  the  river  to  the  Denbigh 
Recorder,  except  for  records  for  the  Ormes,  Conwy  RSPB  and  Llandudno  which  remain  as 
Caernarfon.  An  annual  summary  of  records  for  Caernarfon  is  published  in  the  Cambrian  Bird  Report, 
see  below. 

Recorder :  J.  Bames,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 

CARMARTHEN*:  Vice-county  44. 

Recorder.  R.O.  Hunt,  9  Waun  Road,  Llanelli,  Carmarthenshire  SA15  3RS. 

CEREDIGION*:  Vice-county  46. 

Recorder-.  H.  Roderick,  32  Prospect  Street,  Aberystwyth,  Ceredigion  SY23  1JJ. 

DENBIGH:  Vice-county  50.  A  small  part  of  this  vice-county  is  now  in  the  recording  area  of 
Montgomery  (qv).  See  also  under  Flint  below. 

Recorder:  N.  Hallas,  63  Park  Avenue,  Wrexham  LL12  7AW. 

FLINT:  Vice-county  51. 

Recorder:  N.  Hallas,  63  Park  Avenue,  Wrexham  LL12  7 AW. 

Denbigh  and  Flint  comprise  the  area  covered  by  the  Clwyd  Bird  Recording  Group,  which  continues 
under  that  title  and  produces  the  Clwyd  Bird  Report  covering  both  vice-counties. 
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The  Bird  Recording  Areas 

in  Wales 
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The  bird  recording  areas  for 
Wales,  based  on  the  Watsonian 
vice  counties.  Each  has  a  vc 
number  for  easy  reference.  Both 
English  and  Welsh  names  are 
shown,  except  where  we  use 
only  the  Welsh  name. 


lamorgan  (E) 
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GLAMORGAN*:  Vice-county  41.  This  area  is  divided  under  2  ornithological  Recorders,  covering 
GOWER*,  comprising  the  Unitary  Authorities  of  Swansea  and  Neath/Port  Talbot  (formerly  the 
county  of  West  Glamorgan),  and  E.GLAMORGAN,  comprising  the  Unitary  Authorities  of  Bridgend, 
Rhondda/Cynon/Taff,  Vale  of  Glamorgan,  Cardiff  and  Caerphilly  (part)  (formerly  the  counties  of  Mid 
and  South  Glamorgan).  Records  are  normally  published  under  Glamorgan.  The  East  Glamorgan 
recording  area  also  includes  parts  of  vc  42  (Brecon)  and  vc  35  (Gwent),  which  were  part  of  the 
counties  of  Mid  and  South  Glamorgan  and  are  marked  B  and  C  respectively. 

Recorders;  Gower:  R.H.A.  Taylor,  285  Llangwfelach  Road,  Brynhyfryd,  Swansea  SA5  9LB. 

E.  Glamorgan:  S.J.  Moon,  36  Rest  Bay  Close,  Porthcawl  CF36  3UN. 

GWENT*:  Vice-county  35.  Vice-county  35  comprises  the  old  county  of  Monmouth,  and  now 
embraces  the  Unitary  Authorities  of  Monmouth,  Newport,  Torfaen,  Blaenau  Gwent  and  Caerphilly 
(part).  Although  the  county  of  Gwent  no  longer  officially  exists,  the  Gwent  Ornithological  Society  is 
retaining  the  name  to  avoid  confusion  between  the  new  County  Borough  of  Monmouth  and  the  old 
county  of  Monmouth,  of  which  the  new  Borough  only  comprises  part. 

Recorder.  C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon,  Newport,  NP6  ISP. 

MEIRIONNYDD:  Vice-county  48.  An  annual  summary  of  records  is  published  in  the  Cambrian  Bird 
Report,  see  above. 

Recorder :  D.  Smith,  3  Smithfield  Lane,  Dolgellau,  Gwynedd  LL40  1BU. 

MONTGOMERY*:  Vice-county  47.  The  recording  area  also  includes  area  A,  part  of  vc  50  Denbigh. 
Recorder.  Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Beirdd,  Welshpool  Powys  SY21  9DL. 

PEMBROKE*:  Vice-county  45. 

Recorders'.  J.W.  Donovan,  The  Burren,  Dingle  Lane,  Crundale,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs.  SA62  4DJ. 
G.H.  Rees,  22  Priory  Avenue,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs  SA61  1SQ. 

RADNOR:  Vice-county  43. 

Recorder.  P.P.  Jennings,  Penbont  House,  Elan  Valley,  Rhadader,  Powys  LD6  5HS. 

Bird  Reports  and  Publications 

Those  counties  marked  *  in  the  above  list  produce  separate  Bird  Reports,  obtainable  from  the 
Recorders.  Anglesey,  Caernarfon  and  Meirionnydd  are  covered  by  a  combined  Report,  the  Cambrian 
Bird  Report,  published  by  the  Cambrian  Ornithological  Society  and  obtainable  from  the  Editor  - 
Rhion  Pritchard,  Pant  Afonig,  Hafod  Lane,  Bangor,  Gwynedd  LL57  4BU. 

For  PEMBROKE  the  Wildlife  Trust  West  Wales  also  publishes  The  Island  Naturalist,  which  is  the 
Journal  of  the  Friends  of  Skokholm  and  Skomer  and  includes  a  good  variety  of  articles  on  the  work  at 
these  important  Reserves  twice  annually. 

An  important  report  is  published  annually  by  the  BARDSEY  Observatory.  It  includes  comprehensive 
reports  on  other  groups  of  animals  and  of  plants  as  well  as  the  Systematic  List  of  birds.  The  Wales 
Raptor  Study  Group  coordinates  records  for  raptors,  owls.  Raven  and  Chough  for  all  Wales.  Its  annual 
Newsletter  contains  summaries  for  all  these  species  and  can  be  obtained  from  RSPB,  Maesyffynnon, 
Penrhos  Gamedd,  Bangor,  Gwynedd. 

Birds  in  Wales  was  published  by  T.  &  A.D.  Poyser  in  1994  and  was  the  first  avifauna  for  the  whole 
country  yet  attempted.  Recent  county  avifaunas,  years  of  publication  shown  in  brackets,  are  also 
available  for  GWENT:  The  Birds  of  Gwent  (1976)  and  The  Breeding  Atlas  of  the  Birds  of  Gwent 
(1987),  obtainable  from  J.M.S.  Lewis,  Y  Bwthyn  Gwyn,  Coldbrook,  Abergavenny,  Monmouthshire; 
GLAMORGAN:  Birds  of  Glamorgan  (1995),  obtainable  from  Dr.  S.  Howe,  National  Museum  of 
Wales,  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff  or  leading  booksellers;  GOWER:  An  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in  West 
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Glamorgan  (1992)  obtainable  from  Dr.  D.K.  Thomas,  Laburnum  Cottage,  12  Manselfield  Road, 
Murton,  Swansea  SA3  3AR;  PEMBROKE:  Birds  of  Pembrokeshire:  Status  and  Atlas  of 
Pembrokeshire  Birds  (1994),  obtainable  from  Wildlife  Trust  West  Wales;  CAERNARFON:  The  Birds 
of  Caernarfonshire  (1998),  obtainable  from  J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd 
LL55  4YS. 

SUBMISSION  OF  RECORDS 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of  species  regarded  as 
British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee  (BBRC)  unless  that  record  has  been 
considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records  should,  therefore,  be  submitted  to  BBRC, 
preferably  through  County  Recorders.  The  secretary  of  BBRC  is  M.J.  Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown, 
Towednack,  St.  Ives.  Cornwall  TR26  3AZ. 

WELSH  RECORDS  PANEL 

The  Welsh  Records  Panel  considers  records  of  all  scarce  species  in  Wales,  defined  as  those  occurring 
5  times  or  fewer  per  year  on  average.  The  current  list  is  shown  below.  Only  records  of  these  species 
adjudicated  and  accepted  by  the  Panel  are  published  in  the  Welsh  Bird  Report.  As  not  all  records  of 
species  on  this  list  always  reach  the  Panel,  the  non-appearance  of  such  records  must  not  automatically 
be  assumed  to  mean  that  the  Panel  has  rejected  them;  the  Panel  may  not  have  seen  them. 

It  is  helpful  if  descriptions  of  WRP  species  are  submitted  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  sighting,  either 
via  County  Recorders  or  direct  to  the  Panel's  Secretary  and  description  forms  are  available  from 
County  Recorders  or  the  Secretary.  Any  observer  submitting  a  description  to  the  Panel  can  see  their 
deliberations  on  the  record  on  request.  The  Panel  consists  of  5  voting  members  and  a  non-voting 
Secretary  and  membership  in  2000  comprised: 

R. I.  Thorpe  (Chairman)  -  Caernarfon 
M.  Hughes  -  Caernarfon 

S. J.  Moon  -  E. Glamorgan 

I.  Higginson  -  Caernarfon 
O.  Roberts  -  Pembroke 

J.  Green  (non-voting  Secretary)  -  Ceredigion;  address: 

Crud-yr-Awel,  Bowls  Road,  Blaenporth,  Cardigan  SA43  2AR. 

E-mail:  JGREEN@sirthomaspicton.haverfordwest.sch.uk 

The  species  considered  by  the  Welsh  Records  Panel  in  2000  were: 

Cory's  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Bean  Goose,  Green-winged  Teal, 
Ring-necked  Duck,  Surf  Scoter,  Montagu's  Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard,  White-tailed  Eagle, 
Golden  Eagle,  Corncrake,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone  Curlew,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint, 
Pectoral  Sandpiper,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  Iceland  Gull  of  race  kumlieni, 
Bee-eater,  Short-toed  Lark,  Woodlark,  Richard's  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Yellow  Wagtail  races  except 
flava  and  flavissima,  Bluethroat,  Nightingale,  Aquatic  Warbler,  Marsh  Warbler,  Icterine  Warbler, 
Melodious  Warbler,  Dartford  Warbler,  Barred  Warbler,  Pallas's  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher, 
Red-backed  Shrike,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Serin,  Common  Rosefinch,  Cirl  Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting, 
Little  Bunting. 

TREA  TMENT  OF  RECORDS  IN  THE  WELSH  BIRD  REPORT 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  2000  unless  otherwise  indicated.  Additions  and 
corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  List,  with  the  relevant  year  shown. 

For  wildfowl  and  waders  monthly  maximum  counts  for  the  main  Welsh  sites  are  tabulated  as 
available.  It  should  be  noted  that  these  figures  do  not  represent  coordinated  counts  covering  all  Welsh 
sites  on  a  single  day  or  short  period  of  days.  They  are  simply  the  peak  count  noted  for  each  species  in 
each  site  in  each  month  counts  were  available.  Some  overlap  may  therefore  occur  in  the  figures  within 
large  sites,  because  birds  may  shift  between  count  areas  during  the  month,  and  over  the  winter,  with 
movement  between  sites.  Thus  conclusions  about  total  numbers  in  Wales  should  be  drawn  with 
caution  from  these  figures.  Nevertheless  they  show  clearly  the  comparative  importance  of  sites,  the 
scale  of  populations  involved  and  the  seasonal  pattern  of  occurrence. 
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Records  from  Vice-county  41  are  given  as  GLAMORGAN,  unless  the  count  only  reters  to  one  ol 
EASTERN  GLAMORGAN  or  GOWER  or  where  there  is  a  benefit  from  splitting  the  totals. 

The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total  recorded  in  spring 
and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  on  which  recorded,  the  monthly  totals  to  show  the  pattern  of 
occurrence  and  the  total  number  seen  in  each  county.  Where  a  bird  stays  into  2  or  more  months  it  is 
recorded  for  each  in  the  monthly  totals. 

For  species  marked  *  in  the  Systematic  List  all  records  received  are  given  or  have  been  summarised. 
Otherwise  only  selected  records  are  given.  That  some  regularly  occurring  species  thus  have  no  entry 
means  neither  that  they  did  not  occur  nor  that  we  are  not  interested  in  them.  We  hope  such  gaps  will 
encourage  observers  to  provide  systematic  information  about  them. 

Note  also  that  breeding  counts  for  many  of  these  species  are  shown  on  p  136. 


A  CKNO  WlEDGEMENTS 

In  March  2001  Mike  Shrubb  decided,  after  ten  years  at  the  helm  of  the  Welsh  Bird  Report,  to  call  it  a 
day.  He  hasn’t  been  able,  or  allowed  to  make  a  complete  break  as  he  edited  the  section  Doves  to 
Waxwing  of  this  report.  The  Society  owes  a  great  debt  to  Mike  for  making  Welsh  Birds  what  it  is 
today.  On  behalf  of  the  Society  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  him  for  all  his  hard 
work. 

This  report  was  put  together  by  five  sub-editors:  Jon  Green  -  Divers  to  Crane,  Rhion  Pritchard  - 
Waders,  David  Astins  -  Gulls  to  Auks,  Mike  Shrubb  -  Doves  to  Waxwing,  Paul  Kenyon  -  Passerines. 
The  final  texts  were  edited  by  all  the  sub-editors  and  Graham  Williams  (Editor  of  Welsh  Birds).  I 
would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  them  all  for  their  hard  work. 

This  report  cannot  appear  without  the  ready  cooperation  of  County  Recorders  and  of  the  many 
observers  who  supply  them  with  records.  Thanks  are  due  to  all  Recorders  and  observers  for  the  data 
upon  which  the  Systematic  List  is  based  and  to  Recorders  also  for  their  help  with  all  the  Editors' 
additional  queries.  Particular  thanks  are  due  also  to  R.J.  Howells  for  his  comprehensive  tables 
detailing  the  monthly  maxima  of  wildfowl,  waders  and  gulls  in  the  Burry  Inlet,  to  Colin  Wells  for 
records  from  Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  on  the  Dee  Estuary,  Gareth  Stamp  for  Dee  Estuary  data  and  to 
Alastair  Moralee  for  breeding  sea-bird  records  from  South  Stack.  Individual  species  summaries 
covering  ail  Wales  were  provided  by  Tony  Cross  and  the  Welsh  Kite  Trust  (Red  Kite)  and  Reg 
Thorpe  (Black  Grouse  and  terns).  Dick  Squires  provided  details  of  the  wader  survey  of  the  Dyfi  NNR. 
Mr.  and  Mrs  Elvet  Jones,  Mr.  &  Mrs  R.  Bagguley,  D.F.  Richardson  and  J.L.  Roberts  sent  their 
personal  records  for  Denbigh  &  Flint,  likewise  Julian  Friese  for  Carmarthen. 

The  counts  from  which  the  table  of  counts  of  common  birds  was  compiled  were  provided  by  The 
Pembrokeshire  Bird  Report  (Pembs.  Islands),  Bardsey  Bird  Observatory  Report,  M.  Bailey 
(Goldcliff),  R.  Hadfield  (Dowrog),  D.M.  Hanford  (Langlands  GC),  E.E  &  Z.L  Jones  (Llanasa),  P. 
Marshman  (Ytrad/Llwynpia),  M.F.  Peers  (Epynt),  Dick  Squires  (Coed  Penrhyn-mawr,  Ynys-hir). 
John  Roberts  (Worlds  End  Estate).  Steve  Culley,  Bob  Mitchell,  Steve  Roberts  and  Colin  Richards 
have  each  supplied  some  excellent  sketches  to  embellish  the  text  and  the  photographs  have  been 
kindly  supplied  by  David  Astins,  John  Marsh,  Mike  Malpass  and  Colin  Richards.  My  thanks  to  all  for 
their  help. 


Jon  Green,  Editor. 
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CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  2000 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  List:  county  names  are  used  as  shown  on  the  map  on  page 
67,  printed  in  capitals  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name;  months  are  abbreviated  to  the 
first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and  September  (Sept.);  S,N,E,W  etc,  cardinal  points  of  the 
compass,  max.  and  min.,  maximum/maxima  and  minimum/minima;  Est.  estuary;  Res.  reservoir;  R. 
river;  NNR,  LNR,  NR,  nature  reserves  of  various  designations;  GC  golfcourse;  A/F  airfield;  CP 
Country  Park;  GP  gravel  pits;  S/F  sewage  works;  s/p  summer  plumage;  w/p  winter  plumage;  pr/prs 
pair/pairs;  c/s  clutch  size,  b/s  brood  size.  In  wader  and  wildfowl  tables  the  following  abbreviations  of 
place  names  are  used:  PW/SF,  part  of  the  coastal  area  of  the  Wentloog  Levels  in  Gwent,  GLWR,  the 
Gwent  Levels  Wetland  Reserve  Goldcliff,  Burry  (S),  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet,  Burry  (N),  the 
north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet;  T/T/G,  the  Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth  complex  in  Carmarthen;  D'Glas.,  the 
Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in  Meirionnydd;  PoA,  Point  of  Ayr  at  the  seaward  end  of  the  Dee  Est.;  IMF, 
Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB  reserve  in  Flint. 


RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata*  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

Approx,  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May 

June 

July 

Aug  Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov  Dec 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

5 

22+ 

2  1 

GOWER 

4 

10 

1  1 

1 

1 

8  13 

CARMARTHEN 

85 

PEMBROKE 

50 

46 

8 

1 

26 

39 

72  103 

CEREDIGION 

254 

47 

23 

1 

6 

1 

2  139 

MEIRIONNYDD 

60 

25 

CAERNARTON 

30+ 

90 

89 

126 

2 

23 

3  10 

ANGLESEY 

37 

32 

5 

4  1 

8 

18 

20  22 

DEE  EST. 

7 

7 

5 

1 

18 

2 

3  1 

Large  congregations  in 

the 

1st  winter  period  were 

::  22  flying  up 

channel  passed  Porthcawl,  E. 

GLAMORGAN 

Feb. 

^nd 

85  in 

Carmarthen 

Bay 

between 

Pendine 

and  Telpyn  Point, 

CARMARTHEN  on  Feb.  21st,  56  at  Goultrop  Roads,  PEMBROKE  during  January  &  February,  242 
in  Borth  Bay,  CEREDIGION  on  Jan.  21st,  27  off  Aberaeron,  CEREDIGION  on  Feb.  26th,  60  off 
Dysynni,  MEIRIONNYDD  Jan.  25th  and  25  at  Red  Wharf  Bay,  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  25th. 

Regular  counts  were  made  off  Traeth  Lafan,  CAERNARFON,  20  there  in  January,  90  in  February. 
41  in  March  and  36  in  April. 

No  spring  passage  reported  from  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  but  an  influx  noted  at  Morfa  Dinlle, 
CAERNARFON  with  44  on  Mar.  30th  increasing  to  90  on  Apr.  2nd  then  dropping  to  52  on  Apr.  10th. 

Late  spring  /  summer  records:  a  single  on  the  Dee  estuary,  FLINT  on  May  7th  and  another  off 
Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  July  if.  Single  Llugwy,  ANGLESEY  on  May  7th. 

Autumn  passage  off  Strumble  Head,  Sept.  4th  -  Dec.  3 1st,  a  total  of  207  logged  on  43  dates,  max.  66 
on  Dec.  14th.  51  were  logged  passing  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY. 

Large  concentrations  in  the  2nd  winter  period  were:  20  at  Goultrop  Roads  November  -  December,  30 
off  Aberaeron  Nov.  19th  and  107  off  Borth  on  Dec.  27th.  Counts  from  Traeth  Lafan  were  18  in 
October,  3  in  November  and  7  in  December. 

One  inland  record  of  one  on  a  borrowpit  lake  near  Resolven,  GLAMORGAN  Dec.  19th. 
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BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  G.  arctica*  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  at  Blackpill,  GOWER  on  Oct.  13th;  in  PEMBROKE  at 
Fishguard  Harbour  Jan.  23rd,  Broad  Haven  N.  Feb.  17th,  Goultrop  Roads  Jan.  30th  &  Dec.  20th,  St. 
Brides  Nov.  1 1th,  off  Strumble  Head  Jan.  13th  &  22nd,  Oct.  2nd,  11'  &  31st,  Nov.  22nd  with  2  on  Nov. 
3rd,  8th  &  26th;  off  Aberaeron,  CEREDIGION  Jan.  15th;  in  CAERNARFON  Little  Orme  Jan.  23rd, 
Llanfairfechan  Jan.  9th,  2  on  the  19th,  a  single  Apr.  1st  and  2  on  Dec.  27th,  2  at  Porth  Dinllaen  Mar. 
13th,  Bardsey  Aug.  8th,  Great  Orme  Oct.  1st,  6  passed  Porth  Ysgaden  Nov.  26th,  Dinas  Dinlle  Dec. 


25lh;  off  ANGLESEY  off  Point  Lynas  Nov.  9th 

and  at  Cemlyn  on  the  29th. 

Monthly  totals 

were: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr. 

Aug.  Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

7 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

12  1 1 

GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  G.  immer* 

TROCHYDD  MAWR 

Approx,  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar  Apr 

May  June  July 

Aug 

Sept  Oct.  Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

1 

GLAMORGAN 

2 

2 

2  2 

6 

CARMARTHEN 

4 

PEMBROKE 

10 

3 

2  1 

1 

I 

2  29  22 

19 

CEREDIGION 

2 

3 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

2 

CAERNARFON 

5 

3 

1  15 

14 

ANGLESEY 

2 

1 

10 

The  only  large  counts  were  from  CAERNARFON  with  10  at  Llanfairfechan  on  Apr.  1st  &  14+  in 
December.  Spring  passage  noted  at  Dinas  Head  Apr.  23rd,  Skomer  May  22nd  and  Ramsey  June  3rd  all 
PEMBROKE. 

Autumn  passage  recorded  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  where  51  logged,  Aug.  13th  -  Dec.  30th 
with  a  max.  8  on  Oct.  3 1st;  5  noted  passing  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON. 

Individuals  on  freshwater  included:  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  Dec.  24th  -  30th;  in 
GLAMORGAN  at  Kenfig  Nov.  26th  -  Dec.  27th,  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Dec.  9th  -  27th;  at  Llys  y 
fran  Res.,  PEMBROKE  Dec.  6th'.  One  was  far  up  the  Dyfi,  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve, 
MONTGOMERY  on  Dec.  31st. 

LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  GWYACH FACH 

Breeding  records  received  were:  GWENT:  13-14  prs.  at  8  sites  plus  possible  breeding  at  4  others;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  12+  prs.  at  1 1  sites;  GOWER:  6  prs.  at  6  sites;  CARMARTHEN:  1 1  prs.  at  4  sites; 
PEMBROKE:  3  prs.;  CEREDIGION:  8  prs.  at  7  sites;  BRECON:  9  prs.  rearing  10+  young  at  7  sites; 
RADNOR:  7  prs.  at  6  sites;  MEIRIONNYDD:  1  pr.;  CAERNARFON:  9  prs.  at  RSPB  Conwy  plus 
breeding  at  2  other  sites;  ANGLESEY:  8+  prs.  at  5  sites  and  FLINT:  6  prs.  at  2  sites.  These  are  not 
complete  surveys. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus  GWYACH  FA  WR  GOPOG 

Breeding  records  were:  GWENT:  7  prs.  at  3  sites;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  5  prs.  at  3  sites,  attempted  to 
breed  at  Cosmeston  but  ousted  by  3  large  Terrapins;  GOWER:  7  prs.  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  plus  1 
other  site;  CARMARTHEN:  3  prs.  at  3  sites;  PEMBROKE:  pair  summered  but  no  evidence  of 
breeding;  BRECON:  9  prs.  at  Llangorse  Lake,  1  of  which  reared  3  young,  elsewhere  1 1  pairs; 
RADNOR:  6  prs.  at  6  sites;  MONTGOMERY:  4  prs.  at  3  sites;  CAERNARFON:  2  prs.  at  2  sites; 
ANGLESEY:  6+  prs.  at  5  sites  plus  birds  present  at  2  other  sites;  FLINT:  4  prs.  at  3  sites.  These  are 
not  complete  surveys. 

The  only  large  counts  from  the  main  wintering  flock  in  Cardigan  Bay,  CEREDIGION  were  92  in 
Borth  Bay  Dec.  1st  and  83  there  on  the  29th. 
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Monthly  counts  from  sites  with  over  20  at  least  once,  were: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

Llandegfedd 

40 

28 

22 

17 

1  1 

80 

34 

37 

GLAM. 

Baglan  Bay 

138 

52 

149 

Blackpill 

92 

68 

24 

BRECON 

Llangorse 

Lake 

46 

CAERN 

Traeth  Lafan 

19 

1 10 

30 

3 

55 

308 

120 

388 

62 

107 

FLINT 

Dee  est. 

50 

34 

28 

21 

13 

26 

13 

12 

25 

38 

13 

60 

Large  counts  elsewhere  were:  26  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  GLAMORGAN  in  April  and  29  off 
Benllech,  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  28lh. 


RED-NECKED  GREBE  P.  grisegena *  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

All  records  were  of  singles  except  where  stated:  a  summer  plumaged  individual  at  Blackpill, 
GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  7th,  on  Penrhyngwyn  Pond,  CARMARTHEN  from  Decmber  1999  until  Jan. 
2nd,  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  8th,  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY 
Mar.  3rd,  on  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  estuaries,  MEIRIONNYDD  Dec.  10lh  and  at  Llyn  Penrhyn, 
ANGLESEY  Jan.  2n  -  15th  then  at  Llyn  Traffwll  Jan.  30th.  In  CAERNARFON  at  Bangor  Pier  Feb. 
19th,  2  off  Llanfairfechan  Mar.  19th,  a  summer  plumaged  individual  there  Apr.  15th.  In  FLINT  a 
summer  plumaged  individual  was  at  Shotwick  Lake  Apr.  27th,  another  at  Llyn  Helyg  May  9th  -  June 


6th  started  to  build  a  nest.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan. 

Feb.  Mar.  Apr. 

May 

June 

Nov.  Dec. 

3 

1  3  2 

1 

1 

1  1 

SLAVONIAN  GREBE  P.  auritus* 

GWYACH  GORNIOG 

Summary  of  multiple  winter  records: 

Jan 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr  Oct. 

Nov  Dec 

GWENT 

Llandegfedd  Res.  1 

1 

1 

GLAMORGAN 

Whiteford  Point  4 

7 

8 

3 

PEMBROKE 

Angle  Bay  2 

2 

1 

CAERNARFON 

Morfa  Bychan  16 

6 

Traeth  Lafan  2 

4 

2 

2  1 

5 

ANGLESEY 

Beddmanarch  3 

2 

1 

3 

Cemlyn  1 

1 

1 

Elsewhere:  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  Sept.  19th  -  24th;  in  GLAMORGAN:  at  Oxwich  Feb.  1 1th,  a 
summer  plumaged  individual  at  Llanrhidian  Mar.  21st  &  Apr.  7th;  in  PEMBROKE:  at  Little  Haven 
Feb.  17th,  2  at  Broad  Haven  N  on  Feb.  13th,  Carew  Millpond  Dec.  3rd  and  at  Newport  Dec.  10th  -  29th; 
2  at  Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  Oct.  30th  with  one  remaining  until  the  end  of  the  year;  in 
MEIRIONNYDD:  1 1  at  Morfa  Harlech  Jan.  16th  and  one  at  Tywyn  on  Jan.  13th;  in  CAERNARFON: 
at  Aber  Ogwen,  Bangor  Harbour  and  Porth  Dinllaen  Feb.  13th;  on  ANGLESEY  at  Beaumaris  / 
Penmon  Jan.  1st  -  25th  and  Menai  Staits  Dec.  3rd. 

Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan  Feb  Mar.  Apr  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

35  23  14  3  1  3  4  19 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  P.  nigricollis*  GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

All  records  received  were  of  singles  except  where  stated:  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  Aug.  22nd  -  27th 
&  Sept.  17th,  at  GLWR  Aug.  24th  -  Sept.  2nd;  in  GLAMORGAN:  at  Kenfig  Jan.  1st  -  3rd  and  Aug. 
27th,  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Jan.  20th  -  26th,  at  Whiteford  Point  Feb.  13th,  20th  Mar.  2nd  with  2  on 
Mar.  12th,  singles  Nov.  31st  and  Dec.  9th;  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  Feb.  12th  &  17th;  at  the 
Gann,  PEMBROKE  Sept.  20th  -  21st  with  2  on  Dec.  26th;  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  Jan.  8th;  at  the 
Wiliam  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  Feb.  20th;  at  Morfa  Harlech,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Mar. 
26th;  CAERNARFON:  at  Porth  Dinllaen  Jan.  1st  -  2nd,  Borth  y  Gest  Jan.  2nd,  2  off  Llanfairfechan  on 
Mar.  19th,  at  RSPB  Conwy  Aug.  26th  -  Oct.  8th  and  at  Morfa  Bychan  Dec.  20th;  on  ANGLESEY  at 
Beddmanarch  Bay  Jan.  2n  &  16th  and  2  on  Llyn  Penrhyn  Mar.  18th. 

Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

5  3  7  4  4  1  1  4 
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FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacialis  ADERYN-DR YCIF  Y GRAIG 

Counts  of  apparently  occupied  sites  are  as  follows:  E.  GLAMORGAN:  one  pair  with  2  young  Nash 
Point;  GOWER:  4  at  Devil’s  Truck,  3  at  Kitchen  Corner  and  2  at  Rhosilli;  PEMBROKE:  691  on 
Skomer,  with  a  productivty  of  0.33y/aos,  215  Ramsey  rearing  63  young,  155  Skokholm  with  a 
productivity  of  0.48y/aos  and  22  Carreg  Wasted;  380  between  Llanon  and  Cardigan  Island, 
CEREDIGION;  MEIRIONNYDD  3  prs.  Barmouth  Quarry;  CAERNARFON:  33  prs.  Bardsey  reared 
30  young,  18  Great  Orme;  20  at  Prestatyn  Quarry',  DENBIGH  in  early  March  but  none  present  in 
April,  youths  were  caught  shooting  at  the  birds  on  the  Apr,  18th. 

1,300  passed  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  in  3.25  hrs.  on  Feb.  8th  along  with  a  single  “blue" 
fulmar.  A  single  individual  was  seen  flying  inland  over  Marianglas,  ANGLESEY  on  Apr.  17th  and 
one  was  seen  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve  on  the  Dyfi  estuary,  MONTGOMERY  on  Oct.  30th, 
following  storms. 

CORY’S  SHEARWATER  Calonectris  diomedea*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  CORY 

All  accepted  records  were  from  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  singles  Aug.  27th  &  31st,  Sept.  2nd  & 
30th  with  5  on  Sept.  1st. 

GREAT  SHEARWATER  Puffmus  gravis*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MAW R 

All  records  were  of  singles:  passing  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  lsl  &  6th,  Skokholm, 
PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  9tKand  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  8th. 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  P.  griseus*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  DU 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  PEMBROKE:  at  Strumble  Head  where  67  logged  on  22 
dates  between  Aug.  2nd  and  Nov.  19th,  max.  25  on  Sept.  6th,  singles  elsewhere  at  Skokholm  Sept.  27th 
and  in  the  Celtic  Deep  Aug.  13th  &  29th.  One  off  Whitesands  on  Dec.  28th  was  the  latest  ever  recorded 
in  that  county;  in  CAERNARFON:  off  Bardsey,  Aug.  20th  &  31st,  3  on  Sept.  7lh  &  8th,  a  single  on  the 
12th  and  2  on  the  21st;  off  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  2nd. 

MANX  SHEARWATER  P.  puffmus  ADER  YN-DR  YCIN  MAN  A  W 

Breeding  data:  PEMBROKE:  arrived  back  on  Skomer  on  Feb.  27th,  with  the  last  one  there  on  Nov. 
20th.  A  study  plot  on  the  island  produced  an  average  of  0.61  young  fledged  per  egg  laid.  At  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  there  were  318  apparently  occupied  burrows. 

Summer  movements  off  the  GLAMORGAN  coast  included  1,116  down  channel  at  Lavernock  May 
27th,  1,500  up  channel  &  6,550  down  channel  on  June  21st  and  1,000  down  channel  on  the  22nd.  The 
same  day  1,260  were  counted  off  Porthcawl.  800  were  off  Worms  Head  on  June  27th  and  1,270  were 
seen  rafting  there  on  July  16th. 

Elsewhere,  numbers  in  Cardigan  Bay  included  1,500  off  Aberystwyth  &  Borth,  CEREDIGION  in 
June  &  July,  1,000  off  Aberdyfi,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  June  19th.  1,500  were  counted  passing  Point 
Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  June  23rd  and  2,000  there  on  July  10th. 

One  inland  record,  of  an  individual  found  at  Cynghordy,  CARMARTHEN  Sept.  2nd. 

Winter  records  included  4  moving  down  channel  passed  Dunraven,  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  2nd. 
singles  at  Point  Lynas  Jan.  28th,  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Dec.  13th  &  14th  and  5  off 
Abercastell,  PEMBROKE  on  Dec.  16th. 


MEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER  P.  mauretanicus*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 
All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  2  off  Port  Eynon,  GLAMORGAN  July  23rd,  off  Morfa 
Bychan,  CEREDIGION  Apr.  18th.  off  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  2  on  Sept.  2nd  &  16th  and  a  single 
on  Oct.  8th. 


In  PEMBROKE  at  Skokholm  Aug.  17th  with  2  there  on  the  29lh,  Celtic  Deep  Aug.  29th  and  a  total  of 
124  logged  passing  Strumble  Head  on  45  dates  between  Aug.  2nd  and  Nov.  2nd,  max.  17  on  Sept.  6th 


and  a  late  individual  on  Dec.  24th.  At  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  12  logged  between  Aug.  8in  and  Oct. 


th 


26 


th 
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WILSON’S  PETREL  Oceanies  oceanicus*  PEDRYN  WILSON 

The  Celtic  Deep  pelagic  trips  off  PEMBROKE  attracted  2  individuals  on  Aug.  6th  and  a  single 
(presumed  to  have  been  one  of  the  two  birds)  on  the  7th. 

STORM  PETREL  Hydrobates pelagicus*  PEDRYN  DRYCIN 

In  PEMBROKE  63  prs.  were  estimated  on  Skomer,  bred  on  the  Bishop’s  and  Skokholm,  where  the 
last  individual  was  recorded  on  Oct.  3rd.  There  was  no  evidence  of  breeding  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  although  69  were  lured  during  the  last  week  of  June  and  July  3rd,  with  a  further  18 
on  July  26th.  Individuals  were  reported  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  until  Nov.  1st. 

Off  the  E.  GLAMORGAN  coast,  26  individuals  were  recorded  during  the  summer  months,  max.  5 
Porthcawl  on  June  6th,  8  Lavemock  June  22nd  (6  Porthcawl  on  the  same  day),  the  latest  Nash  Point  on 
Nov.  26th.  Off  GOWER,  32  Tutt  Head  May  17th,  11  Port  Eynon  on  June  24th  and  17  Tutt  Head  Aug. 
1st. 

Elsewhere,  2  off  Porth  Ysgaden,  CAERNARFON  July  9th,  2  off  Bardsey  Aug.  20th;  19  passed  Point 
Lynas,  ANGLESEY  July  10th  with  7  there  on  the  1 1th  and  9  off  Cemlyn  on  the  10th. 

LEACH’S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorhoa*  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-FFORCHOG 

All  records  were:  singles  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  Oct.  5th,  1 1th  &  12th  and  Nov.  3rd,  4  there 
on  Sept.  8th  and  1 1  on  Oct.  31st;  singles  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  Aug.  7th,  Sept.  13th  and  Oct.  6th, 
with  2  on  Sept.  7th.  Single  passed  Dinas  Dinlle,  CAERNARFON  Oct.  29th;  off  Point  Lynas, 
ANGLESEY  3  on  Oct.  2nd  and  4  on  Nov.  2nd. 

GANNET  Sula  bassana  HUGAN 

The  1999  aerial  survey  of  Grassholm,  PEMBROKE  produced  a  total  of  30,688  apparently  occupied 
sites.  The  colony  has  expanded  at  an  average  rate  of  2.2%  per  year  since  the  last  survey  in  1994  (data 
RSPB). 

Inland  records  after  storms  were  of  3  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on  Oct.  30th 
and  singles  at  Rhayader,  RADNOR  Oct.  10th,  amongst  Rhododendron  bushes  at  Abergwynant, 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  Nov.  27th  and  fishing  at  Penmaenpool,  also  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Dec.  13th. 

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULFRAN 

Breeding  counts  were:  89  nests,  25  pulli  ringed  at  Denny  Island,  GWENT;  34  nests  between  Llanon 
and  Cardigan  Island,  CEREDIGION  and  at  least  52  nests  at  Penderi;  46  nests  Great  Orme, 
CAERNARFON,  183  nests  Little  Orme  and  53  at  Ynysoedd  Gwylan  fledged  163  young.  No  counts 
received  from  St.  Margaret’s,  PEMBROKE  or  Puffin  Island,  ANGLESEY. 

Systematic  counts  from  the  main  estuarine  and  inland  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec 

GLAMORGAN 

Cardiff  Bay 

12 

21 

30 

36 

41 

22 

21 

Roath  Park 

17 

17 

26 

27 

Llan  /Lis. 

21 

6 

4 

5 

5 

6 

13 

11 

12 

10 

1 1 

1 1 

UL 

4 

3 

3 

12 

1 1 

10 

8 

14 

20 

13 

9 

5 

Whiteford  Point 

50 

70 

31 

28 

28 

49 

87 

93 

3 

66 

5 

Port  Talbot  Docks 

15 

9 

2 

3 

9 

14 

29 

49 

35 

35 

18 

20 

Swansea  Dock’s 

65 

70 

75 

100 

28 

60 

46 

21 

28 

Blue  Pool  Bay 

68 

49 

41 

41 

74 

75 

55 

38 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

6 

19 

11 

3 

1 

2 

1 

2 

2 

18 

16 

CARMARTHEN 

T/T/G 

7 

18 

40 

14 

10 

57 

18 

19 

Burry  (N) 

21 

5 

6 

11 

5 

8 

6 

11 

18 

16 

13 

48 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau 

23 

21 

17 

45 

28 

34 

42 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D/GIas 

3 

4 

100 

140 

140 

12 

6 

9 

ANGLESEY 

Cemlyn 

1 1 

5 

5 

4 

8 

8 

30+ 

13 

6 

4 

8 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

8 

3 

24 

32 

43 

33 

33 

11 

FLINT/CHES. 

Dee  est. 

184 

154 

106 

157 

122 

134 

97 

438 

864 

660 

589 

357 

75 


Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  GWENT:  30  in  a  tree  roost  at  Glebelands  on  Oct.  8  th,  35  GLWR  in 
July  &  August  and  33  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Feb.  14th;  BRECON:  70  at  Talybont  Res.  Jan.  15th, 
presumed  the  same  birds  at  Llangorse  Lake  the  following  day,  30  there  Nov.  19th  and  9  on  Usk  Res. 
Oct.  8th;  176  on  the  Broadwater  spit,  MEIRIONNYDD  Aug.  19th. 

Individuals  showing  characteristics  of  P.c.  sinensis  were  recorded  at:  in  GLAMORGAN:  Cosmeston 
Jan.  30th  &  Dec.  26th,  Cardiff  Bay  January  &  February,  with  2  there  Jan.  20th,  Roath  Park  Lake  Jan. 
6th  &  Feb.  17th,  Rhymney  Est.  Feb.  11th,  Llwyn  On  Res.  Feb.  20th  and  Llan/Lis  Res.  Dec.  4th;  at 
Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  Apr.  3rd;  in  PEMBROKE  at  Fishguard  Harbour  Jan.  2nd  and  at  Llys  y 
fran  Res.  Nov.  1 1th;  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  Mar.  22nd. 

SHAG  P.  aristotelis  MULFRAN  WERDD 

Breeding  information  received  as  follows:  2  nests  Thurba  Head,  GOWER;  in  PEMBROKE  1  nest 
Skomer,  37  nests  Middleholm  with  2.14  y/nest;  in  CEREDIGION  11  nests  New  Quay  Head,  8  at 
Penmoelciliau,  1  at  Caerglwyd  and  12  on  Cardigan  Island;  in  CAERNARFON  44  nests  Bardsey 
fledging  100  young,  128  nests  Y.  Gwylan  Fawr  and  5  at  Y.  Gwylan  Bach,  fledging  a  combined  total 
of  237  young  and  2  nests  Little  Orme. 

Large  counts  in  PEMBROKE  were  70  at  Goultrop  Roads  on  Jan.  6th  and  40  there  on  Dec.  21st.  109 
were  logged  passing  Strumble  Head  on  9  dates,  July  30th  -  Oct.  3 1st,  max.  33  on  Oct.  6th. 


BITTERN  Bolaurus  stellar  is*  ADERYN  Y  BWN 

All  records  were  of  singles  unless  stated:  GLAMORGAN  at  Cosmeston  Jan.  8lh  -  16th  and  in 
December,  at  Kenfig  Jan.  1st  -  26th  &  Feb.  11th.  One  arrived  there  on  Aug.  24th  and  was  recorded 
throughout  September  and  October,  then  from  Dec.  7th  until  the  end  of  the  vear.  2  possibly  3 
individuals  were  seen  on  Dec.  27th;  in  CARMARTHEN  at  Penclacwydd  Jan.  20tf^  -  Feb.  21st  and  at 
Witchett  Pool  Oct.  1st;  at  St.  David’s  Airfield,  PEMBROKE  Dec.  26^;  in  CEREDIGION  at  Ynyshir 
July  24th  &  Aug.  2nd  and  at  Cors  Caron  Dec.  27th  &  28th;  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  Jan.  2nd;  at  the 
William  Condry  Reseve,  MONTGOMERY  July  30^  and  Sept.  18th  &  19th;  at  the  Spinnies, 
CAERNARFON  Oct.  16th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  July  dug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

42  2  2  2  3  0  5 


NIGHT  HERON  Nycticorax  nycticorax ’ 


CREYR  Y NOS 


76 


GREAT  WHITE  EGRET  Ardea  alba*  CREYR  MAWR  GWYN 

On  ANGLESEY  at  the  Braint  est.  July  8th  then  moving  to  the  Alaw  est.  July  25th  -  Sept.  29th,  with  a 
second  individual  (which  had  been  ringed)  arriving  at  the  Alaw  est.  Aug.  14th,  moving  to  Llyn  Alaw 
Aug.  15th  -30th. 

LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta*  CREYR  BACH 

Occurrence  continues  to  increase,  particularly  in  south  Wales,  with  a  distinct  influx  in  autumn  but 
still  no  successful  breeding.  County  summaries: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT  (excluding 
GLWR  &  LR) 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

1 

13 

10 

GLWR  Goldcliff 

1 

1 

2 

11 

30 

10 

4 

3 

3 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5 

4 

6 

2 

GOWER 

4 

4 

3 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

4 

(excluding  Burry) 
GOWER  / 

17 

57 

31 

11 

5 

14 

45 

70 

36 

42 

19 

12 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  /  Penclacwydd 
CARMARTHEN 

4 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

4 

8 

(excluding  Burry) 
PEMBROKE 

2* 

4* 

2 

1 

1 

1 

(excluding  Cleddau) 
PEMBROKE  (Cleddau) 

17 

17 

20 

8 

15 

9 

23 

22 

29 

CEREDIGION 

1 

2* 

4* 

12 

10 

1 

1 

RADNOR 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

2 

6 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

I 

2 

1 

CAERNARFON 

6 

6 

8 

7 

1 

1 

5 

5 

7 

5 

4 

ANGLESEY 

DENBIGH 

2 

1 

1 

6 

3 

2 

2 

6 

4 

FLINT 

(including  Dee  est.) 

1 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

4 

7 

5 

*  overlap  of  records  from  the  Teifi  estuary 

The  main  congregation  was  on  the  Burry  estuary,  with  the  roost  site  being  at  Penclacwydd.  The 
August  count  of  70  was  a  new  Welsh  record.  During  the  day  these  birds  dispersed  out  onto  both  sides 
of  the  estuary.  The  other  main  wintering  area  was  on  the  Cleddau  estuary  PEMBROKE.  There  has 
been  a  significant  increase  in  numbers  in  Gwent  since  the  development  of  GLWR  Goldcliff. 

Inland  there  were  4  records:  in  CARMARTHEN,  2  at  Llandeilo  on  July  23rd  and  a  single  at  Tygwyn, 
Ffairfach  on  Nov.  29th;  at  Llowes,  RADNOR  Jan.  11th;  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  2  on 
Aug.  15th,  with  a  single  there  on  the  29th. 

HERON  Ardea  cinerea  CREYR  GLAS 

Colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  129  nests  at  7  sites;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  bred  at  6 
sites;  GOWER:  64  nests  in  9  colonies;  CEREDIGION:  108  nests  in  12  colonies;  BRECON:  85+ 
nests  in  7  colonies  (2  adults  were  shot  at  Gorse  Bank  and  22  dead  young  were  found  at  Ashford); 
RADNOR:  12-13  at  2  sites;  MONTGOMERY  34  nests  in  3  colonies;  MEIRIONNYDD:  bred  at 
Glas/Dwyryd  Est.;  CAERNARFON:  59-78  nests  in  7  colonies;  ANGLESEY:  52  nests  in  9  colonies. 

PURPLE  HERON  Ardea  purpurea  *  CREYR  PORFFOR 

Immature  at  Baglan  Pool,  GLAMORGAN  Sept.  24th,  Oct.  1st  &  23rd. 

SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia  *  LL  WYBIG 

All  the  records  in  south  Wales  probably  refer  to  only  2  roving  individuals:  in  GWENT  at  GLWR 
May  3rd  -  6th,  June  1 1th,  then  joined  by  a  second  individual  June  26th  -  July  2nd;  2  at  Penclacwydd, 
CARMARTHEN  June  17th;  Teifi  estuary,  CEREDIGION  /  PEMBROKE  June  6th. 

One  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  Sept.  3rd. 

In  north  Wales,  at  Foryd  Bay,  CAERNARFON  July  8th  -  27th  and  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  June  19th. 
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Present  on  the  Dee  estuary  January  -  February  and  April  -  May.  An  adult  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  June 
1 8th  was  probably  one  of  the  Dee  estuary  birds  although  an  immature  was  seen  there  on  June  1 9th  - 
25th. 

A  female  of  the  Mauritanian  race  P.  1.  balsaci  that  travelled  to  the  UK  via  a  boat  in  1998,  was  present 
at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  Jan.  1st  -  May  28th. 

MUTE  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  ALARCH  DOF 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  23  prs.  at  11  sites,  total  of  66+  young;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  16+  prs.  at  13  sites;  GOWER:  9  prs.;  CARMARTHEN:  1 1  prs.,  8  of  which  reared  a 
total  of  38  young;  BRECON:  10  prs.  reared  a  total  of  34  young,  with  7  prs.  failing; 
MONTGOMERY:  5  prs.  at  4  sites;  CAERNARFON:  8  prs.  at  7  sites;  ANGLESEY:  7  prs.  at  6  sites; 
FLINT  4  prs. 

Systematic  counts  at  sites  with  over  30  recorded  at  least  once,  are  tabulated  as  follows: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

.Vov 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR 

27 

25 

36 

36 

51 

60 

79 

35 

60 

76 

72 

96 

GLAMORGAN 

Knapp 

81 

67 

58 

25 

23 

44 

43 

54 

64 

79 

102 

98 

Cosmeston 

51 

41 

49 

34 

37 

49 

70 

74 

44 

39 

38 

49 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau 

29 

22 

17 

22 

30 

47 

46 

BRECON 

River  Wye 

26 

26 

24 

25 

25 

64 

57 

45 

40 

26 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D/Glas. 

5 

2 

8 

32 

22 

32 

32 

32 

8 

27 

12 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

20 

18 

12 

78 

103 

113 

92 

23 

34 

18 

FLINT 

Dee  est. 

115 

108 

43 

53 

16 

22 

25 

32 

36 

15 

93 

109 

Max.  flocks  elsewhere 

were: 

67  at 

Pembroke  Millpond 

in  March,  40 

on 

the  Teifi  estuary. 

CERE./PEMB.  on  July  25th,  in  BRECON/RADNOR  at  Glasbury,  60  on  Apr.  9th  and  70  on  July  16th 
and  146  on  Dec.  3rd,  103  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  July  2nd  and  103  at  Hay,  BRECON  on  Dec. 


BEWICK'S  SWAN  C.  columbianus*  ALARCH  BEWICK 

Very  few  recorded  compared  to  previous  years.  All  records  were:  in  GWENT  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  3 
on  Jan.  1st,  8  on  Dec.  26th  increasing  to  16  on  the  27th,  then  falling  to  7  on  the  30th,  up  to  10  in  the 
Usk  Valley  at  Llangybi  in  January  &  February  and  4  at  Nedem  on  Dec.  30th;  singles  at  Manordeifi  on 
Dec.  25th  and  at  the  Gann  Dec.  27th,  both  PEMBROKE;  20  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  on  Feb.  19th;  2 
at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Dec.  26th;  in  FLINT  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  there  were  monthly  max. 
of  34  in  January,  60  in  February,  46  in  November  and  84  in  December.  Counts  of  the  whole  of  the 
Dee  estuary  were  56  in  January,  55  in  February,  42  in  October,  38  in  November  and  57  in  December. 

WHOOPER  SWAN  C.  cygnus *  ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 

The  monthly  max.  counts  of  the  major  flocks  were: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

9 

4 

4 

5 

5 

CEREDIGION 

Cors  Caron 

1 1 

8 

16 

MONTGOMERY 

Aberhafesp 

23 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

59 

45 

52 

28 

4 

34 

43 

ANGLESEY 

Llangwyllog 

31 

43 

24 

34 

32 

Otherwise,  county  totals  in  each  month  (excluding  the  above): 

Jan. 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

2 

CARMARTHEN 

6 

6 

17 

5 

PEMBROKE 

1 

1 

1 

14 

5 

CEREDIGION 

2 

5 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

5 

1 

1 

CAERNARFON 

1 

2 

5 

6 

3 

ANGLESEY 

3 

1 

4 

5 

15 

28 

FLINT 

10 

7 

2 

9 

78 


A  single  appeared  at  Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  on  July  5th.  An  individual  carrying  an  Icelandic  neck 
colour  ring  was  observed  in  CARMARTHEN  at  Ro-fawr,  on  Jan.  19th,  then  at  Dinefwr  Pools  Mar. 

1 8  and  returned  to  Dryslwyn  on  Dec.  4  . 

PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  Anser  brachyrhynchus*  GWYDD  DROED-BINC 

All  records  were:  a  single  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  Dec.  29th,  one  flying  west  passed 
Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  Nov.  3rd,  a  feral  individual  on  the  Teifi  estuary,  CERE./PEMB.  Apr. 
5th  _  19th  a  single  throughout  January  on  the  Dyfi  est.  CEREDIGION  but  a  flock  of  50  there  on  Jan. 
15th  did  not  stay  and  6  at  Ynyshir  on  Jan.  24th.  In  MONTGOMERY  a  single  at  Dolydd  Hafren  Jan.  V1 
-  Apr.  25th  was  joined  by  a  second  on  Mar.  28th  and  a  single  was  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve  on 
Nov.  5lh.  Up  to  2  were  on  Glaslyn,  MEIRIONNYDD  with  Greylags  in  November  &  December,  2 
flew  passed  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  13th,  while  on  ANGLESEY  36  were  at  Llyn  Alaw  on 
Jan.  19th,  10  on  the  26th  and  13  on  Mar.  19th,  with  4  there  on  Oct.  15Ih.  33  were  at  Aberffraw  on  Feb. 
14th  and  68  at  Brynteg  on  Dec.  13th.  The  wintering  flock  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  numbered  78 
in  January,  80  in  February,  one  in  April,  2  in  October  and  80  in  November.  Max.  counts  on  the  Dee 
Estuary  were  66  in  January  and  90  in  March,  with  up  to  2  in  all  other  months  (presumably  from  Inner 
Marsh  Farm). 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  albijrons *  GWYDD  DALCEN-WEN 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  flavirostris  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  CEREDIGION  was  present  until  Apr.  1 8th 
and  from  Oct.  6th,  with  max.  of  1 16  in  the  early  months  and  134  at  the  end  of  the  year  (these  were 
also  seen  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY). 

Other  counts  of  this  race  were  in  PEMBROKE  where  10  passed  Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  31st  and 
another  10  the  following  day,  14  at  Caerfai  on  Oct.  31st,  4  at  Treleddyn  on  Oct.  3rd  with  7  there  on 
Nov.  29th  and  a  single  at  St.  David’s  airfield  Nov.  1 1th  -  22nd. 

A  single  of  the  race  albijrons  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  Nov.  26th  -  Dec.  3rd. 

All  other  records  were  not  subspecific:  GWENT  3  feral  birds  at  Corns  Llanwem  all  year,  20  flew 
west  over  Peterstone  Wentloog  on  Jan.  1st  and  5  were  off  there  on  Dec.  14th;  2  on  a  flood  pool  at 
Sker,  GLAMORGAN  on  Dec.  26th;  a  single  with  Canadas  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Jan.  27th; 
2  at  Pwll  Patti,  RADONR  Nov.  1 1th;  off  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  3  on  Oct.  13th,  9  on  the  14th  and 
13  on  the  31st;  on  ANGLESEY  a  single  at  Church  Island  May  7th  and  3  flew  west  over  Mynydd 
Bodafan  Nov.  1st. 


GREYLAG  GOOSE  A.  anser  GWYDD  WYLLT 

Monthly  counts  of  the  large  flocks,  over  100  at  least  once: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June  Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GLAMORGAN 

Taf 

150 

150 

57 

111 

140 

156 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Coron 

15 

93 

181 

44 

8 

38 

Llyn  Maelog 

222 

98 

8 

12 

96 

104  91 

2 

279 

175 

CAERNAREON 

Traeth  Lafan 

66 

49 

79 

903 

588 

106 

428 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  566  at  Llyn  Traffwll,  ANGLESEY  in  June,  306  on  Llyn  Alaw  on 
Aug.  25th  with  250  there  on  Sept.  3rd. 


CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  GWYDD  CANADA 

Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


PEMBROKE 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June  Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Cleddau 

CEREDIGION 

554 

260 

47 

419 

371 

427 

572 

512 

1080 

Teifi 

4 

20 

217 

3 

231 

95 

Dyfi 

BRECON 

1707 

1397 

1040 

312 

134 

1852  1864 

1555 

2137 

1617 

1627 

1683 

Llangorse  Lake 
MEIRIONNYDD 

550 

475 

400 

D/Glas 

163 

34 

14 

51 

266 

195 

190 

30 

247 

79 


FLINT 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  Jul  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

Deeest.  911  172  71  64  105  130  68  664  1428  1344  1280  1663 

Inner  Marsh  Fm.  1200  38  20  85  144  197  315  1425  1000  1260  1450 

Other  large  counts  included:  170  at  Glasbury,  BRECON  on  Aug.  28th,  250  at  Pwll  Patti,  RADNOR 
Nov.  1 1th  and  208  at  Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  July  7th. 


BARNACLE  GOOSE  B.  leucopsis*  GWYDD  WYRAN 

Approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county  are  tabulated: 


Jan. 

Feb 

Mar. 

Apr 

May 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

1 

2 

4*  +  3 

2* 

CARMARTHEN 

PEMBROKE 

10 

5 

4* 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

MONTGOMERY 

45 

46 

2* 

1* 

4* 

3* 

42 

60 

MEIRIONNYDD 

2* 

2* 

2* 

2* 

2* 

2* 

2* 

2* 

2* 

2* 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

1* 

1* 

1* 

1* 

1* 

1 

1* 

FLINT 

1* 

2* 

1* 

1* 

1* 

1* 

1* 

1* 

1* 

1* 

*  denotes  presumed  feral  birds. 

BRENT  GOOSE  B.  bernicla 

GWYDD  DDU 

Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  bernicla 

at  the  main  sites 

were: 

Jan. 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAM.  Burry  S. 

CARMARTHEN 

1210 

975 

690 

5 

5 

85 

195 

1155 

1105 

Off  Penclacwydd 
ANGLESEY 

271 

350 

400 

7 

47 

200 

288 

Traeth  Abermenai 

14 

1 

13 

58 

A  single  summered  at  Angle  Bay,  PEMBROKE.  The  only  inland  record  was  at  Talybont  Res., 


BRECON  on  Oct.  23rd. 


Monthly  max.  of  B.b.  hrota  at  the  main  sites  were: 


Jan. 

Feb 

Mar 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec 

CAERNARFON  Foryd  Bay 

48 

16 

1 

5 

13 

ANGLESEY  Traeth  Abermenai 

31 

19 

6 

1 

2 

Beddmanarch  Bay 

29 

21 

45 

90 

Approximate  monthly  totals  of  both  subspecies,  excluding  the  above,  are  tabulated: 

Jan. 

Feb 

Mar. 

Apr 

May 

Aug 

Sept.  Oct 

Nov. 

Dec. 

bernicla  16 

17 

6 

4 

2 

1 

4  30 

35 

8 

hrota  1 6 

33 

47 

6 

12  1 1 

20 

38 

race  unknown  1 

6 

2  1 1 

1 

1 

EGYPTIAN  GOOSE  Alopochen  aegyptincus* 

Single  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  Aug.  3rd  -  7th  and  again  Sept.  3rd  -  7th. 

RUDDY  SHELDUCK  Tadornaferruginea *  HWYADEN  GOCH  YR  EITHIN 

A  pair  at  Celtic  Manor  Golf  Course,  GWENT  in  April  and  a  female  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  Jan. 
1st  until  May  25th,  returning  July  19th  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 

Present  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  but  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  400  at  least  once) 
are  tabulated  as  available: 


80 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

GWENT  PW/SE 

587 

1 

280 

200 

40 

15 

6 

77 

100 

105 

180 

GLWR 

251 

359 

485 

125 

200 

1 10 

156 

16 

22 

22 

178 

169 

GLAMORGAN 

Rhymney  Est. 

1200 

400 

360 

150 

2 

8 

600 

506 

800 

Burry  S. 

1000 

1210 

755 

505 

175 

85 

80 

35 

20 

45 

640 

780 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  N 

618 

201 

302 

335 

42 

75 

8 

7 

32 

7 

60 

38 

PEMBROKE  ’ 

Cleddau  Est. 

648* 

570 

527 

13 

54 

435 

509 

CEREDIGION 

Dvfi  Est. 

288 

502 

467 

372 

245 

176 

38 

16 

11 

35 

134 

262 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

315 

388 

506 

34 

9 

98 

189 

406 

*  incomplete  count. 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  GLAMORGAN  500  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on  Feb.  15th,  120  at 
Rumney  Great  Wharf  on  Mar.  25th;  268  at  D/Glas,  MEIRIONNYDD  in  January  and  176  on  the 
Broadwater  on  Mar.  1 1th;  530  at  Malltraeth,  ANGLESEY  on  Dec.  10th  increasing  to  604  by  the  26th. 
Counts  for  Cardiff  Bay,  GLAMORGAN  were  lower  in  every  month  compared  to  1999,  following  the 
closure  of  the  barrage  in  November  1999. 

Breeding  reports:  a  single  pair  bred  Llandegfedd  Res.  GWENT  fledging  one  young;  4  prs.  bred 
Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN;  in  PEMBROKE  19  broods  totalling  1 12  young  were  counted  on  the 
Cleddau,  2  broods  totalling  14  on  the  Nevern  and  2  broods  totalling  14  on  the  Teifi.  On  Skomer  8 
young  were  hatched  but  all  were  predated  and  there  may  have  been  breeding  on  Skokholm;  creche  of 
33  seen  on  the  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD;  creche  of  37  at  Aber  Ogwen  and  breeding  noted  at  2 
other  sites  in  CAERNARFON;  3  prs.  bred  at  Cemlyn  and  breeding  reported  at  2  other  sites  on 
ANGLESEY. 

MANDARIN  Aix  galericulata *  HWYADEN  GRIBOG 

All  records  relate  to  feral  or  escaped  individuals:  GWENT  pair  at  Tintem  Apr.  15th;  GLAMORGAN 
males  at  Roath  Park  Lake  Jan.  2nd  &  16th  and  at  Aberaman  /  Cwmbach  Mar.  30th  (3  males  at  the 
former  site  in  1998),  regular  at  Margam  Park,  max.  6  (3  of  which  were  males)  on  Dec.  10th  and  7  on 
the  31st,  pair  at  Cwm  Philip  on  Mar.  29th,  a  male  at  Lower  Lliw  Res.  Nov.  29th  and  a  female  on  the 
Neath  Canal  June  17th;  PEMBROKE  a  male  in  Fishguard  Harbour  Apr.  27th  -  Sept.  19th  and  a  female 
at  Westfield  Pill  Nov.  16th;  CAERNARFON  bred  at  Nantmor,  4-5  at  Porthmadog,  a  brood  seen  on 
Glaslyn  and  a  female  at  Afon  Ddu,  Llanfairfechan  on  Oct.  24th;  male  at  Llangollen,  DENBIGH  Jan. 
1st  &  Feb.  10th. 

WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWIWELL 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  200  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

GWENT 

Undy 

29 

79 

27 

245 

392 

150 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

170 

300 

15 

140 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

2400 

2500 

50 

25 

595 

2080 

805 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

850 

208 

103 

380 

797 

388 

294 

T/T/G 

325 

473 

499 

591 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

821* 

749 

816 

229 

2996 

3611 

1013 

CEREDIGION 

Teifi  Est. 

208 

194 

136 

150 

204 

0 

210 

Dyfi  Est. 

1346 

2051 

638 

518 

2451 

1453 

1437 

Cors  Caron 

205 

67 

81 

33 

210 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D'Glas. 

1696 

363 

74 

305 

329 

673 

781 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

1340 

79CT 

520 

1940 

3170 

2790 

1500 

Traeth  Lafan 

1165 

717 

299 

184 

992 

1621 

632 

FLINT 

Dee  Est. 

1158 

1112 

119 

517 

2792 

2253 

3283 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

1150 

1250 

300 

70 

130 

1750 

1800 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  200  at  the  Wiliam  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on  Oct.  29th, 
800  on  the  Broadwater,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Jan.  16th  and  750  there  on  Nov.  13th,  224  at  Llyn  Coron, 
ANGLESEY  in  December  and  300  at  Point  of  Air,  FLINT  on  Feb.  21st. 
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There  were  records  throughout  the  summer  from  Llyn  Alaw,  Cemlyn  and  Malltraeth  on  ANGLESEY 
but  no  evidence  of  breeding.  Six  males  and  2  females  summered  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  but  again  there 
was  no  evidence  of  breeding.  A  single  at  Dinefwr  Ponds,  CARMARTHEN  on  June  1 1th. 

AMERICAN  WIGEON  A.  americana*  CHWIWELL  AMERICA 

1999:  additional  records  of  a  male  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  May  7th  -  23rd  and  a  male  at  Cors 
Caron,  CEREDIGION  Dec.  25th  until  Mar.  17th  2000. 

2000:  an  eclipse  male  arrived  at  RSPB  Conwy  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  23rd,  remained  there  until  the 
26th  and  was  then  seen  at  Foryd  Bay  on  the  29th  until  Oct.  22nd  (this  was  also  seen  at  Abermenai  Point. 
ANGLESEY  on  Sept.  28th)  Another  eclipse  male  at  Porthmadog,  CAERNARFON  Aug.  21st  until 
Sept.  15th. 


GADWALLT.  strepera  HWYADEN  LWYD 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  15  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul  A  ug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR 

9 

4 

10 

10 

7 

8 

20  8 

10 

25 

22 

20 

GLAMORGAN 

Kenfig 

32 

21 

12 

3 

3 

8 

35 

17 

12 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

53 

50 

20 

12 

6 

12 

2  2 

24 

17 

16 

26 

PEMBROKE 

Esso 

26 

15 

15 

4 

4 

Marloes 

18 

2 

6 

2 

1 1 

3 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

20 

4 

2 

7 

15 

18 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Llygeirian 

8 

2 

5 

15 

2 

Llyn  Maelog 

16 

4 

6 

4 

5 

21 

Malltraeth 

3 

11 

1 

18 

48 

25 

FLINT 

Dee  est. 

23 

25 

24 

13 

7 

7 

6  6 

8 

21 

10 

34 

Inner  Marsh  Fm. 

12 

8 

7 

13 

11 

9 

9  13 

15 

17 

2 

3 

The  only  other  large 

counts  were:  7  on 

Sker  flood  pond,  GLAMORGAN  Nov. 

26th,  increasing 

to  16 

by  Dec.  12th,  14  still  there  on  the  24th,  18  at  Dinefwr  Ponds,  CARMARTHEN  Feb.  23rd  and  33  at  Llyn 
Helyg,  FLINT  on  Jan.  27th. 

Breeding  season  records  were:  in  GWENT  pairs  at  GLWR  &  Corns  Llanwern  in  April  &  May 
probably  took  up  territories;  in  PEMBROKE  a  pair  at  Marloes  Apr.  6lh  -  26th  with  the  male  remaining 
until  May  19th  -  unsuccessful  breeding  suspected,  2  prs.  on  Skomer  but  no  young  fledged;  a  male 
hybridised  with  a  female  Mallard  at  RSPB  Conwy,  CAERNARFON  producing  3  young;  on 
ANGLESEY  2  prs.  Llyn  Traffwll,  single  pairs  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  &  Malltraeth,  bred  also  at  Llyn  Alaw; 
7  males  +  4  females  during  April  &  May  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT,  one  brood  of  8  seen  on  the 
Cheshire  side  of  the  reserve. 


EURASIAN  TEAL  A.  crecca  CORHWYADEN 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  200  at  least  once)  are  tabulated: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar. 

Apr 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec 

GWENT 

Peterstone/Wentloog 

636 

200 

11 

8 

125 

175 

102 

GLWR 

370 

593 

268 

140 

124 

758 

908 

959 

1066 

St.  Brides 

220 

205 

212 

255 

540 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

255 

360 

45 

15 

175 

95 

920 

1050 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

234 

271 

79 

19 

100 

1 19 

50 

83 

223 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1558 

1318 

707 

209 

800 

1619 

1468 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

245 

215 

243 

350 

952 

437 

1174 

Teifi  Est. 

345 

68 

68 

103 

47 

38 

235 

Cors  Caron 

519 

312 

222 

241 

235 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

100+ 

80 

80 

75 

80 

65 

210 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D/Glas. 

600 

194 

55 

50 

185 

250 

300 

400 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 

208 

412 

Llyn  Llygeirian 

1 19 

35 

3 

10 

153 

485 

Malltraeth  RSPB 

609 

531 

58 

73 

115 

40 

200 

895 

1229 

FLINT 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

450 

555 

214 

203 

400 

950 

1650 

3200 

2300 

Dee  Est 

2257 

1783 

492 

301 

380 

2810 

5126 

5074 

4818 

82 


Other  significant  count  was:  900  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  Oct.  29lh  (part  of 
the  Dyfi  flock). 

Breeding  season  records:  a  male  +  2  females  at  Kenfig,  GLAMORGAN  June  20th;  probably  2  prs. 
fledged  a  total  of  5  young  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE;  in  CEREDIGION  30  males  seen  Cors  Caron  in 
spring  and  4  broods  seen  later  in  the  summer,  10  prs.  bred  Ynyshir  and  one  pair  bred  at  Llyn 
Rhuddnant;  a  pair  Bugeilyn,  MONTGOMERY  in  May;  in  MEIRIONNYDD  2  males  +  a  female  at 
Cwm  Gamlan  and  a  pair  at  Llyn  Cwm-mynach  on  May  3rd;  in  CAERNARFON  4  prs.  RSPB  Conwy 
but  no  broods  were  seen,  2  other  pairs  at  Aber  Ogwen  and  Tan-y-foel  but  no  evidence  of  breeding;  14 
prs.  at  Malltraeth,  ANGLESEY;  summering  birds  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT. 

GREEN- WINGED  TEAL  A.  carolinensis*  CORHWYADEN  ASGELL  WERDD 

1995:  additional  record  of  a  male  at  RSPB  Conwy,  CAERNARFON  December  -  Apr.  21st  1996. 

1999:  additional  record  of  a  male  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  Mar.  20th. 

2000:  All  records  were  of  single  males  unless  stated:  immature  at  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  Nov.  17  - 
20th,  at  Teifi  Marshes,  CEREDIGION  Apr.  19th,  in  CAERNARFON  2  at  Morfa  Madryn  Feb.  22nd 
with  one  remaining  until  Mar.  26th  and  at  Spinnies  Feb.  25th  -  Mar.  19th  (probably  one  of  the  Madryn 
birds). 


MALLARD  A.  platyrhynchos  HWYADEN  WYLLT 

Winter  flocks  of  this  common  resident  and  winter  visitor  remain  widespread  in  Wales.  Monthly  max. 
for  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  400  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

600 

20 

400 

170 

65 

St  Brides 

200 

50 

22 

470 

750 

GLWR 

148 

178 

120 

212 

679 

364 

292 

412 

CARMARTHEN 

TTG 

153 

76 

9 

559 

278 

596 

32 

86 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

298 

166 

136 

377 

550 

508 

458 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

292 

222 

239 

614 

666 

449 

384 

467 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

292 

217 

136 

307 

458 

414 

614 

338 

FEINT 

Dee  Est. 

542 

630 

312 

1585 

1947 

2015 

2237 

1158 

A  large  count  elsewhere  was:  650  at  Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  on  Aug.  26th.  No  more  than  18  were 
reported  in  Cardiff  Bay,  compared  to  a  pre-barrage  max.  of  326  in  1999. 

PINTAIL  A.  acuta  HWYADEN  LOST  FAIN 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

433 

1 10 

6 

60 

50 

48 

St.  Brides 

200 

170 

7 

22 

27 

GLWR 

149 

250 

150 

1 

5 

79 

80 

217 

GLAMORGAN 

Rhymney  Est 

496 

300 

214 

56 

170 

177 

254 

Cardiff  Heliport 

347 

80 

40 

96 

Burry  (S) 

3000 

1345 

4 

90 

160 

4275 

1930 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

2075 

1121 

2 

1 1 

10 

1 

570 

114 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

249 

70 

74 

3 

10 

67 

139 

158 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D/Gias. 

230 

160 

6 

3 

30 

27 

150 

130 

ANGLESEY 

Braint  Est. 

60 

40 

35 

90 

183 

FLINT 

Dee  Est. 

339 

126 

23 

976 

4216 

4108 

1 197 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

31 

14 

21 

35 

75 

17 

310 

215 

1 1  males  +  8  females  present  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  on  Apr.  25th,  numbers  slowly  declined  with  the  last 
male  being  seen  on  May  7th  and  the  last  female  on  June  12th.  Apart  from  a  single  bird  at  Peterstone 
Wentloog  in  June  there  were  no  other  breeding  season  records. 

A  total  of  49  were  logged  passing  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  between  Sept.  23rd  and  Oct.  31st, 
max.  1 9  on  the  last  date. 
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GARGANEY  A.  querquedula*  HWYADEN ADDFAIN 

1999:  additional  record  of  a  eclipse  male  at  Rhymney  Est.,  GLAMORGAN  Aug.  27l  . 

2000:  All  records  were:  in  GWENT  a  male  at  Nedem  May  21st,  present  at  GLWR  all  season  with  2m 
+  f  Apr.  30th  -  May  21st,  a  pair  June  9th,  2  in  early  July,  singles  the  rest  of  July  and  August  but  up  to  6 
Aug.  29th  -  Oct.  12th;  a  male  at  Kenfig,  GLAMORGAN  May  7th  and  a  female  there  Aug.  12th  &  30th; 
at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  a  female  Apr.  14th  -  24th,  May  22nd  -  25th  and  June  28th  -  July  1st,  2 
females  July  10th  -  23rd,  imm./female  Aug.  26th,  3  imm./females  Sept.  2nd  with  a  single  there  on  Oct. 
1st;  a  male  with  a  suspected  jc  Teal  hybrid  female  at  the  Teifi  Marshes,  CEREDIGION  /  PEMBROKE 
May  5th  -  8th;  a  pair  at  the  Dyfi  NNR,  CEREDIGION  Mar.  31st;  in  CAERNARFON  a  pair  at  Dinas 
Dinlle  Apr.  25th  and  a  immature  at  RSPB  Conwy  Aug.  24th  &  30th;  a  male  at  RSPB  Malltraeth. 
ANGLESEY  May  23rd  and  a  female  there  June  29th. 

BLUE-WINGED  TEAL  A.  discors  CORHWYADEN ASGELL-LAS 

A  female  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  Mar.  12lh  -  26th  was  the  1st  county  record  and  only  the  7th 
for  Wales. 


SHOVELER  A.  clypeata  HWYADEN  L  YDANBIG 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available.  Small  groups  were  widely  distributed  elsewhere. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

125 

1 

25 

80 

48 

131 

130 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

380 

100 

25 

135 

215 

205 

CARMARTHEN 

Burn'  (N) 

349 

37 

21 

31 

18 

3 

4 

47 

71 

95 

180 

114 

ANGLESEY  ’ 
Malltraeth  RSPB 
FLINT 

191 

133 

11 

52 

152 

131 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

75 

70 

25 

32 

10 

6 

14 

106 

129 

157 

145 

75 

Dee  Est. 

42 

80 

32 

26 

11 

6 

1 

25 

99 

1 1 1 

157 

96 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  34  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Feb.  28  and  25  there  on  Dec. 
29th,  on  ANGLESEY  100  at  Llanfaelog  on  Nov.  23rd,  150  at  Llyn  Penrhyn  on  Dec.  15th  and  99  at  Llyn 
Cefni  on  Dec.  18th. 

Breeding  season  records  came  from:  GWENT:  3  prs.  GLWR  Goldcliff  during  the  season  and  a  female 
was  observed  performing  a  distraction  display  on  June  19th  but  breeding  was  not  confirmed; 
CARMARTHEN  one  pair  bred  unsuccessfully  at  Penclacwydd  WWT;  PEMBROKE:  2  prs.  bred  but 
no  young  fledged  on  Skomer;  CAERNARFON:  a  single  pair  at  RSPB  Conwy;  on  ANGLESEY  1  lprs. 
bred  RSPB  Malltraeth  and  birds  were  present  at  Llyn  Alaw  &  Cefni;  birds  present  at  Inner  Marsh 
Farm,  FLINT  but  no  evidence  of  breeding. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  rufina *  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

This  species  was  removed  as  a  description  species  as  of  Jan.  1st  2000  and  as  a  result  a  larger  number 
of  records  were  received  and  a  better  picture  of  this  feral  species  distribution  can  be  assessed. 

All  records  were:  in  GLAMORGAN  a  female  at  Roath  Park  Lake  January  &  October  -  December,  a 
female  Llan./Lisvane  Res.  July  5th,  a  male  at  Kenfig  January  -  February  &  August  -  December,  a 
female  also  there  Nov.  22nd  and  associated  with  the  male  Nov.  26th  -  Dec.  1st.  2  males  +  female  were 
present  there  on  Dec.  2nd  but  only  the  male  seen  afterwards  until  the  17th  when  it  was  observed 
displaying  to  a  different  female,  which  remained  until  the  27th.  A  male  at  Margam  Park  Lakes  January 
-  June,  what  was  thought  to  be  the  same  bird  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  May  1 st  &  6th,  June  1 1 th  -  Aug. 
17th;  in  FLINT  a  male  at  Llyn  Helyg  Jan.  27th  and  a  male  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  Nov.  6th. 
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POCHARD  Aythyaferina  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 

Small  groups  winter  on  many  Welsh  waters  but  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding 
counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GLAMORGAN 

Ken  fig 

50 

13 

12 

2 

30 

8 

44 

149 

150 

151 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res 

125 

108 

1 10 

7 

2 

4 

1 1 

19 

10 

40 

215 

220 

Fendrod  Lake 

51 

15 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

139 

140 

75 

17 

7 

19 

20 

26 

33 

54 

61 

82 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

73 

80 

6 

4 

43 

120 

120 

Talybont  Res. 

50 

14 

10 

8 

19 

8 

13 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Elygeirian  3  48  51 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  276  at  Peterstone  Wentloog,  GWENT  in  January;  in 
GLAMORGAN  270  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  Jan.  9th,  500  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on  Jan.  16th  &  180  in 
December,  195  at  Rhymney  Est.  on  Jan.  19th  &  95  in  December. 

Breeding  information:  a  male  hybridised  with  a  female  Tufted  Duck  producing  5  young  at  GLWR, 
GWENT;  1  lprs.  fledged  1 1  +  young  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN,  a  pair  at  Machynys  Pond  and 
another  pair  on  a  golf  course  pond  nearby  on  May  6th;  a  pair  RSPB  Conwy,  CAERNARFON;  on 
ANGLESEY  3  prs.  Malltraeth  RSPB  with  others  present  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  Llyn  Cefni. 

RINGED-NECKED  DUCK  A  collahs*  HWYADEN  DORCHAG 

A  male  at  Nedem,  GWENT  May  7th  -  21st.  Influx  of  1st  winter  birds  into  the  south  west  during 
November:  female  at  Bosherston,  PEMBROKE  Oct.  16th  -  17th,  a  female  at  Lisvane  /  Llanishen  Res., 
GLAMORGAN  Oct.  17th,  female  at  Penberi  Res.,  PEMBROKE  Nov.  1 1th  -  Dec.  14lh,  a  male  at  Llyn 
Pencarreg,  CARMARTHEN  Nov.  24th  -  Dec.  1st  and  a  female  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 
GLAMORGAN  Dec.  31st  into  2001. 


TUFTED  DUCK  A.  fuligula  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

As  usual  small  groups  wintering  on  waters  throughout  Wales.  The  monthly  max.  in  the  main 
wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

120 

1 

4 

8 

1 

3 

GLAMORGAN 

Kenfig 

51 

60 

72 

44 

5 

6 

55 

136 

270 

263 

305 

Llan. /Lisvane 

46 

63 

47 

57 

23 

25 

180 

205 

96 

86 

51 

51 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 
CARMARTHEN 

137 

116 

130 

70 

1 1 

22 

96 

140 

234 

163 

300 

407 

Penclacwydd 

57 

55 

40 

17 

25 

33 

30 

35 

28 

32 

40 

45 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

74 

230 

230 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Alaw 

100+ 

314 

433 

351 

286 

79 

Llyn  Cefni 

100 

127 

114 

191 

FLINT 

Dee.  Est. 

22 

34 

62 

102 

v76 

48 

35 

5 

6 

9 

17 

19 

Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  in  GLAMORGAN  150  at  Cardiff  Heliport  and  1 10  at  Rhymney  Est. 
in  January,  140  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  on  Nov.  15th  and  140  Rhymney  Est.  on  Dec.  16th;  70  at 
Talybont  Res.,  BRECON  Aug.  14th. 


Breeding  was  noted  as  follows:  GWENT:  3  broods  totalling  20y  at  Peterstone  Wentloog,  17y  from  3 
broods  at  GLWR  and  3-4  prs.  at  Celtic  Manor  but  no  evidence  of  breeding;  E.  GLAMORGAN: 
broods  at  Parc  Slip  and  St.  Fagans,  one  other  pair  at  Fochriw  feeder  pond  ;  CARMARTHEN:  12  prs. 
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fledged  14+y  at  Penclacwydd,  single  pairs  at  Ashpit  Pond,  Sandy  Water  Park.  Machynys  Pond. 
Machynys  Golf  Course  and  2  prs.  at  Witchett;  CEREDGION:  5  prs.  at  5  sites,  a  total  of  22y  seen  - 
this  is  the  first  confirmed  breeding  for  the  county;  BRECON:  2  prs.  Llangorse  Lake,  of  which  only 
one  seen  with  5  young  in  August,  6  prs.  Battle  Hill  pools  in  April  but  only  one  successful  with  6y.  a 
pair  also  failed  at  Llyn  Traeth  Bach;  MONTGOMERY:  7  prs.  at  Llvn  Coed  y  Dinas,  2  females  seen 
with  a  total  of  1  ly  in  July,  3  prs.  Llyn  Du  all  year  but  no  young  seen,  present  at  Llyn-y-tarw  in  May 
and  at  Llvnmawr  in  June;  a  pair  at  Llyn  Cwm,  Hesgvn.  MEIRIONNYDD  in  May;  in 
CAERNARFON:  2  prs.  RSPB  Conwy,  one  pair  Tan-y-foel  April  &  June  but  no  evidence  of  breeding; 
on  ANGLESEY:  10  broods  Valley  Lakes,  6  prs.  bred  RSPB  Malltraeth,  4  prs.  Llyn  Maelog.  single 
pairs  Llyn  Llygeirian  and  Llyn  Parc  Mawr,  also  bred  Llyn  Alaw'  and  Llyn  Cefni:  DENBIGH:  female 
with  5y  at  Pen-y-Cae  Res.,  summering  at  Cae  Llwvd  Res.  and  a  pool  near  Ruabon:  FLINT:  female 
with  4y  Northop,  female  with  7y  Nant  Clwyd  Hall,  brood  of  3  Kop  Hole  Shotton. 

SC  A  UP  A,  rncrila  *  HWYA  DEN  BENDD  U 


A  summary  of  records  for  each  county: 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar  Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Aug  Sept 

Oct 

Sov 

Dec 

GWENT 

6 

5 

1 

I 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

5 

5 

1 

y 

4 

GOWER 

14 

4 

2  2 

1 

1 

11 

CARMARTHEN 

33 

24 

9 

1  1 

PEMBROKE 

4 

■> 

1 

5 

CEREDIGION 

2 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

CAERNARFON 

6 

3  1 

1 

3 

22 

ANGLESEY 

5 

8 

1 

1 

3 

7 

3 

The  largest  counts  were  of  17  off  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan.  2nd  and  20  at  Morfa  Bychan 
/  Black  Rock.  CAERNARFON  on  Dec.  20lh.  The  May  record  w'as  of  a  female  at  Red  Wharf  Bay.  on 
the  7th  and  the  ,MONTGOMERY  record  was  of  a  female  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve  on  Sept.  10lh 
-  17th. 
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EIDER  Somateria  mollisima *  HWYADEN  b  \\  }  7 HBL i 

Small  numbers  offshore  throughout  the  year.  The  monthly  max.  in  the  Burry  Inlet  GLAMORGAN 
were: 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 

74  90  118  120  70  25  50  55  35  20  115 

Off  the  Aberdysynni  area,  MEIRIONNYDD  the  max.  counts  were  22  on  Feb.  17Ih  and  64  on  July  17lh. 
Elsewhere  there  were  17  off  Blackpill,  GLAMORGAN  in  October,  55  on  Nov.  16lh  and  40  on  Dec. 
14th;  a  max.  of  5  in  Carmarthen  Bay  in  October;  a  max.  of  7  in  St.  Brides  Bay,  PEMBROKE  in 
February  and  2  in  November;  44  were  in  the  Menai  Straits  on  Nov.  10lh  with  28  still  present  there  on 
the  12lh. 

Present  all  year  at  Penmon  Point  /  Puffin  Island,  ANGLESEY  (at  least  3  males  but  no  females)  and  a 
female  with  a  brood  of  4y  was  seen  at  Aber  Ogwen,  CAERNARFON  in  July. 

A  total  of  28  were  logged  passing  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  between  Aug.  7th  and  Dec.  14th,  max. 
1 9  on  Oct.  24th. 


LONG-TAILED  DUCK  Clangula  hyemalis * 

A  summary  of  records  for  each  county: 

HWYA  DEM  GYNFFON  HIR 

GWENT 

Jan 

Feb  Mar  Apr  May 

2,1  1 

Oct 

Nov  Dec 

GLAMORGAN 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

1  1  2 

4  3 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

MEIRIONNYDD 

3 

2  1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

20 

16  5 

1 

5 

The  CAERNARFON  counts  were  off  Morfa  Bychan  /  Black  Rock.  The  May  CEREDIGION  record 
was  of  a  male  at  Aberleri  on  29th. 


COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN  DDU 

Recorded  off  all  coastal  counties,  counts  from  the  main  sites: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

CARM.  /  PEMB 

Carmarthen  Bay 

21395 

14230 

6581 

4640 

1491 

6894 

4265 

1 1298 

CEREDIGION 

Borth 

327 

126 

234 

6 

15 

120 

232 

52 

115 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

300+ 

200 

100 

600 

22 

NB.  The  Carmarthen  Bay  counts  for  October  -  December  were  low  due  to  irregular  surveying. 


Large  counts  elsewhere  included:  GLAMORGAN:  274  off  Rhosilli  on  Feb.  13th,  370  there  Nov.  21st 
and  233  on  Dec.  18lh;  PEMBROKE  200  January  -  February  in  St.  Bride's  Bay  and  again  November  - 
December;  CAERNARFON:  400  at  Morfa  Bychan  /  Black  Rock  Jan.  2nd  and  700  on  Dec.  1st;  on 
ANGLESEY  370  in  Red  Wharf  Bay  Jan.  25th;  500  off  Llanddulas,  DENBIGH  on  Feb.  5th. 

Autumn  passage  recorded  off  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  where  6,093  were  logged  between  June 
15th  and  Dec.  30th,  max.  185  on  Sept.  23rd,  308  logged  passing  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  between 
June  24th  and  Nov.  10th. 

Inland  there  was  a  male  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Mar.  23rd  and  3m  +  f  there  Apr.  17th  -  18th, 
2m  +  3f  at  Usk  Res.  on  July  15th.  One  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas,  MONTGOMERY  on  July  8th. 

1999:  male  “Black  Scoter”  of  the  race  americana  off  Llanfairfechan,  CAERNARFON  Mar.  10lh  - 
May  8th.  The  second  Welsh  record. 

SURF  SCOTER  M.  perspicillata  *  MO R - HWYA DEN  YR  EWYN 

Male  at  Amroth,  PEMBROKE  since  1999  remained  until  Jan.  15th  before  moving  off  Pendine. 
CARMARTHEN.  A  male  was  off  Llanddulas,  DENBIGH  Jan.  23rd  -  Mar.  25th. 
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VELVET  SCOTER  M.  fusca  *  MOR-HWYA DEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

All  records  were:  GLAMORGAN:  2  in  Port  Talbot  Harbour  Oct.  15th;  in  Carmarthen  Bay. 
CARM./PEMB.  there  were  4  in  November  and  5  in  December;  4  passed  Strumble  Head. 
PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  15th;  a  single  was  off  Aberaeron,  CEREDIGION  Dec.  15th  -  17th.  In 
CAERNARFON:  5  off  Morfa  Bychan  /  Black  Rock  on  Jan.  16th,  4  on  Feb.  3rd,  6  off  Criccieth  on  Jan. 
9th  (presumably  the  same  birds  from  Morfa  Bychan),  2  at  Morfa  Bychan  Dec.  1SI  -  3rd  increasing  to  8 
on  the  18th  and  10  on  the  20th.  11  flew  south  past  Bardsey  on  Oct.  24th.  2  passed  Point  Lynas, 
ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  12th. 

GOLDENEYE  Bucephala  clangula  HWYADEN LYGAD-AUG 

Monthly  max.  counts  at  the  main  sites  were: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar  Apr 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GLAMORGAN 

Ogmore  Est. 

Kenfig  Pool 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

30 

40 

36  29 

6 

50 

66 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

53 

56 

13 

1 

1 

12 

27 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

16 

21 

30  13 

1 

1 1 

3 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

26 

30 

16  3 

1 

12 

26 

Talybont  Res. 

21 

12 

16  12 

5 

4 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

81 

132 

96  11 

7 

157 

FLINT 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

7 

16 

12  5 

1 1 

8 

Other  large  counts  included  30+  off  Morfa  Bychan  /  Black  Rock,  CAERNARFON  on  Jan.  16  and  33 
at  Llyn  Alaw,  ANGLESEY  on  Mar.  26th  and  16  on  Apr.  16th. 

SMEW  Mergus  albellus  *  LLEIAN  WEN 

All  records  were:  GLAMORGAN:  a  red-head  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Jan.  20th,  then  at  Baglan  Pool 
on  the  22nd  and  alternating  between  the  two  until  Mar.  4th,  another  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Dec.  27th;  a 
red-head  at  Heathfield  Res.  ,  PEMBROKE  Jan.  26th;  a  male  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  Jan.  23rd  & 
Feb.  13th  and  a  male  there  Dec.  30th;  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  a  male  present  from  1999  until  Mar. 
3rd,  a  female  there  Jan.  10th  -  Feb.  20th,  a  male  Dec.  23rd  -  28th  then  at  Shotwick  Lake,  when  the 
reserve  froze  over. 


RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  M.  senator  HWYADEN  FRONGOCH 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available  are  tabulated. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

10 

30 

35 

20 

10 

20 

10 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

1 1 

18 

2 

5 

3 

4 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

30 

21 

51 

53 

26 

22 

18 

15 

19 

16 

39 

17 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D/Glas. 

30 

2 

10 

28 

1  1 

6 

7 

Mawddach 

46 

30 

10 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy 

15 

12 

18 

20 

2 

3 

5 

22 

18 

20 

Foryd 

12 

8 

2 

26 

13 

7 

1 

24 

1 1 

23 

1 1 

Traeth  Lafan 

33 

42 

28 

267 

317 

130 

127 

121 

40 

Breeding  information:  a  male  at  Talybont  Res.,  BRECON  Apr.  15th;  in  CEREDIGION  there  was  no 
breeding  away  from  the  Dyfi;  a  pair  Elan  Valley,  RADNOR  Apr.  22nd  -  May  10th;  MEIRIONNYDD: 
a  female  +8y  Penmaenpool,  broods  of  7  and  4  on  the  Broadwater,  also  bred  at  Dwyrvd  /  Glaslyn  Est.; 
CAERNARFON:  a  female  +  lOy  Aber  Ogwen,  a  female  +  7y  Llyn  Dinas  and  a  pair  Afon  Conwy;  2 
breeding  attempts,  one  of  which  failed  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY. 
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GOOSANDER  M.  merganser  HIV YA DEN  DDANHEDDOG 

Breeding  information:  GWENT:  broods  seen  at  Llanllowell,  Gobion  and  Abergaveny; 
GLAMORGAN:  present  at  Parc  Cwm  Darren.  Pontypridd  and  Abercynon  (9  on  May  5th),  2f  +  8y  on 
the  River  Neath  at  Llantwit  church,  f  +  6v  on  the  Tawe  at  Clydach;  CARMARTHEN:  pair  at 
Cynghordy  but  no  evidence  of  successful  breeding;  CEREDIGION:  bred  on  the  Afon  Ystwyth,  2 
family  groups  seen:  BRECON:  7  broods  seen  on  the  Usk.  Sennybridge  to  Talybont  Res.,  4  broods  on 
the  Wye  between  Llyswen  and  Hay,  single  pairs  Llyn  Brianne,  Caban  Coch,  Usk  Res.  and  near 
Cradoc:  MONTGOMERY:  f  +  12y  on  the  River  Clywedog,  Llanidloes,  6  prs.  Lake  Vymwy,  1  pair 
Dolwen  and  one  pair  Llanerfyl;  MEIRIONNYDD:  pair  seen  mating  at  Trawscoed,  Llanwchllvn: 
CAERNARFON:  broods  seen  on  the  Afon  Conwy  at  Trefriw  &  Fairy  Glen,  2  prs.  Dolgarrog,  bred 
near  Betws  y  coed,  6y  seen  Foryd,  a  brood  of  5  on  the  Afon  Seiont  also  bred  Llyn  Padam;  DENBIGH: 
pair  investigated  a  nesting  box  at  Glyndvfrdwy  and  a  pair  at  World’s  End. 


Large  counts  were:  29  Pond  yr  Oerfa.  CEREDIGION  Mar.  9th;  in  BRECON  40  at  Talybont  Res.  Jan. 
29th.  36  at  Llangorse  Lake  Feb.  19th.  25  Glasbury  Aug.  25lh  and  46  Talybont  Res.  Sept.  8th;  86  at  the 
William  Condry  Reserve.  MONTGOMERY  in  August.  13  at  Dolvdd  Hafren  Feb.  29th  and  1 1  on  Nov. 
21st:  17  at  the  Broadwater.  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Sept.  13th. 


RUDDY  DUCK  Oxyut 

* a  jamaicensis  * 

HWYADEN  GOCH 

Summary  of  non-breeding  records: 

Jan 

Feb.  Mar  Apr 

\la\ 

June 

July 

Aug  Sept. 

Oct 

.Vov. 

Dec 

GWENT 

3’ 

1 

1 

1 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

6 

6  1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

GOWER 

1 

2-3 

4 

4 

4 

CARMARTHEN 

1  2 

4 

1 

PEMBROKE 

1 

FLINT 

3 

4 

Breeding  information:  2  prs.  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas,  MONGOMERY;  in  CAERNARFON  4  prs.  bred 
RSPB  Conwy,  lOy  fledged,  also  recorded  at  Afonwen.  On  ANGLESEY  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  Llyn 
Cefni.  Max.  counts  at  Llyn  Alaw-  were  120  on  Jan.  6th  and  159  on  the  13th.  Counts  were  much  lower  in 
the  second  winter  period  due  to  the  effects  of  the  cull. 
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HONEY  BUZZARD  Pernis  apivorus*  BOD  Y MEL 

No  information  received  about  the  Welsh  breeding  population.  All  records  were  of  single  migrants 
unless  stated.  There  were  two  spring  records:  at  Witchett  /  Pendine,  CARMARTHEN  on  May  1 1th  and 
west  over  RSPB  Conwy,  CAERNARFON  on  June  29th. 

A  significant  number  of  autumn  records,  all  tying  in  with  a  large  movement  over  the  UK.  Records 
were:  a  juv.  at  Kenfig,  GLAMORGAN  Oct.  1st;  in  PEMBROKE  at  Skomer  on  Sept.  16th  and  at 
Whitchurch  on  Sept.  30th;  north  over  Plas  Gogerddan,  CEREDIGION  on  Oct.  2nd;  in  BRECON  at 
Mynydd  Epynt  on  Sept.  4th  and  3  over  Honddu  valley  near  Upper  Chapel  on  Sept.  29lh;  at  Elan  Valley, 
RAADNOR  Sept.  30th;  CAERNARFON:  a  juv.  at  Rhiwlas  on  Oct.  7l  ,  at  Moel  y  Ci  Nov.  2Ul  -  22nd 
and  on  Bardsey  in  September  on  the  19th,  2  on  the  25th  and  one  on  the  30th  (also  seen  Porth  Meudwy); 
south  over  Rhosneigr,  ANGLESEY  on  Sept.  30th;  south  over  Ruabon  Moors,  DENBIGH  on  Sept. 
30th. 

RED  KITE  Milvus  milvus  BARCUD  COCH 

In  the  year  of  the  combined  UK  2000  Survey  of  breeding  Red  Kites,  when  existing  kite-watchers  and 
other  volunteers  were  being  asked  to  search  several  hundred  randomly  selected  tetrads,  it  was  always 
going  to  be  a  difficult  task  to  also  undertake  the  usual  attempt  to  find  and  monitor  all  the  Red  Kite 
nests  in  Wales.  Even  so,  a  fairly  good  attempt  at  a  full  census  was  achieved.  In  total  some  249 
occupied  territories  were  identified.  A  further  13  sites,  all  occupied  in  1999,  were  not  checked  -  most 
of  these  can  be  assumed  to  have  held  pairs  also.  These  figures  combined  give  a  population  of  between 
249  -  262  territorial  pairs.  Of  the  249  occupied  territories  identified,  221  pairs  were  known  to  have 
built  nests  and  at  least  201  of  these  pairs  were  known  to  have  laid  eggs.  These  figures  are  minimal  and 
there  is  no  doubt  that  other  undiscovered  pairs  occurred  in  both  categories.  Taking  into  account  the 
unknown  number  of  pairs  at  unchecked  territories  gives  a  range  of  221  -  234  nest-building  and  201  - 
214  egg  laying  pairs.  This  total  includes  several  new  pairs  discovered  through  fieldwork  carried  out  in 
conjunction  with  the  tetrad  survey,  in  areas  previously  unchecked.  It  is  impossible  to  know  how  many 
of  these  new  pairs  may  have  also  been  present  in  previous  years  but  it  is  certainly  not  many.  The 
general  paucity  of  new  sites  is  reassuring  and  confirms  the  accuracy  of  estimates  in  earlier  years.  The 
population  is  clearly  still  growing  with  an  increase  of  1 1.5%  -  18.2%  in  the  number  of  breeding  pairs 
since  1999.  There  was  little  in  the  way  of  range  expansion  with  most  of  the  increase  due  to  in-filling  in 
the  current  range. 

Although  the  breeding  population  continued  to  increased  satisfactorily  the  number  of  young  kites 
known  to  fledge  in  Wales  was  the  lowest  since  1997.  Of  the  221  egg-nests  located,  only  103  were 
known  to  produce  chicks  with  a  meagre  minimum  total  of  141  young  fledged.  90  nests  are  known  to 
have  failed  completely.  Of  these,  20  nests  failed  on  eggs;  5  blew  down,  4  failed  to  hatch,  1  was 
disturbed  by  pond  digging  and  1  was  robbed.  Eleven  pairs  definitely  lost  young,  including  1  chick 
eaten  on  the  nest  at  approximately  4  weeks  old.  Most  of  these  chick  losses  and  a  large  proportion  of 
the  34  other  nests  that  failed  at  or  around  hatching  were  thought  to  have  been  due  to  the  incredibly  wet 
and  cold  weather  experienced  during  most  of  May.  The  timing  and  cause  of  failure  at  25  other  nests 
was  unrecorded.  Mean  brood  size  was  much  smaller  than  in  recent  years  with  60  broods  of  one  chick, 
32  broods  of  two  chicks  and  3  broods  of  three  chicks.  Eight  additional  nests  were  known  to  have 
produced  at  least  one  young  but  the  actual  number  of  young  fledged  was  not  determined.  There  were 
38  pairs/nests  for  which  the  breeding  status  or  final  outcome  was  uncertain  and  these  have  obviously 
been  excluded  from  the  productivity  figures.  Most  of  these  pairs  however  were  thought  to  have  not 
bred,  or  bred  and  failed  early. 

To  put  the  breeding  productivity  In  Wales  into  some  sort  of  perspective:  if  Welsh  breeding  pairs  had 
achieved  the  same  success  rate  and  productivity  as  the  reintroduced  kites  in  north  Scotland  some  500 
young  would  have  fledged! 

At  least  five  breeding  adults  were  found  dead.  One  of  these  adults  was  a  Spanish  born.  East  Midlands- 
released  female  found  dead  on  an  empty  nest  near  Llanidloes.  This  is  the  first  proven  nesting  attempt 
by  an  introduced,  continental  origin,  kite  in  Wales.  Two  adults  found  dead  at  the  same  nest  near 


90 


Seiinybridge  proved  to  have  been  poisoned  with  fenthion  (the  discontinued  Warble  Fly  treatment), 
indicating  illegal  poisoning. 

Some  107  chicks  were  ringed  at  the  nest.  In  a  separate  attempt  to  estimate  the  proportion  of  nests  that 
we  failed  to  find,  the  tips  of  the  central  two  tail-feathers  of  most  of  these  chicks  was  spray-painted 
bright  orange.  A  random  survey,  recording  the  proportion  of  marked  to  unmarked  juveniles  at  the 
feeding  stations  during  the  winter,  showed  that  approximately  half  of  all  1st  year  kites  seen  were 
colour-marked.  This  suggests  that  in  reality  some  200  young  fledged  during  the  year.  Using  this  years 
overall  productivity  figure  of  0.72  chicks  per  nesting  attempt,  would  give  a  population  of  278  breeding 
pairs.  It  is  reassuring  that  all  three  of  the  survey  methods  undertaken  during  the  year  are  in  general 
agreement,  allowing  confidence  in  this  estimate  of  the  number  of  Red  Kites  present  in  Wales. 

From  2000  onwards  the  estimate  of  the  number  of  unmated  birds,  and  hence  the  total  population 
estimates  in  spring  and  summer  will  cease  to  be  given.  With  the  number  of  kites  increasing,  these 
figures  have  become  more  and  more  difficult  to  assess  correctly  and  there  now  seems  no  point  in 
giving  what  amounts  to  little  more  than  an  informed  guess. 

The  table  gives  revised  figures  for  the  population  for  the  past  6  years: 


Breeding 

Other 

Total 

Unmated 

Successful 

Young 

Total  birds 

pairs 

pairs 

pairs 

birds 

pairs 

reared 

April 

August 

1995 

127 

19 

146 

106 

79 

1 17 

398 

514 

1996 

130 

31 

161 

122 

90 

1 19 

444 

556 

1997 

152 

28 

180 

135 

99 

129 

495 

618 

1998 

167 

33 

200 

132 

112 

174 

536 

700 

1999 

181 

47 

228 

155 

118 

165 

610 

766 

2000 

201 

48 

249 

103 

141 

MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus* 

BOD  Y GWERN1 

At  least  one  summering  male  and  female  on  ANGLESEY,  display  and  nest  building  was  observed  at 
one  site  but  no  evidence  of  successful  breeding. 

Spring  passage:  a  male  at  Witchett  Pool,  CARMARTHEN  May  11th;  in  PEMBROKE  at  Skokholm 
May  6'  &  12th  and  at  Skomer  /  Marloes  May  22nd;  in  CEREDIGION  an  immature  male  at  Cors 
Caron  Apr.  8th  &  May  4th  and  a  female  at  Cors  Fochno  Apr.  26th  -  June  1 1th;  a  male  at  the  William 
Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  Apr.  28th;  a  female  at  Penmaenpool,  MEIRIONNYDD  May  12th; 
in  CAERNARFON  a  female  at  Tyn  y  Caeau  on  Mar.  10th,  a  male  at  Bangor  on  Apr.  7th,  at  Bardsey  a 
temale  May  8th;  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  a  female  Apr.  25th  &  28th,  an  immature  May  12th  and  a 
female  June  7th. 


Autumn  passage:  in  PEMBROKE  at  Goodwick  July  22nd,  at  Frainslake  July  24th  and  at  Marloes  Aug. 
12lh;  in  CEREDIGION  a  female  at  Cors  Fochno  Aug.  8th  &  20th,  juveniles  at  Cors  Caron  Oct.  1st  & 
26th  and  at  Ynyslas  Oct.  22nd;  in  BRECON  a  juv.  female  at  Llangorse  Lake  Aug.  12th  and  a  juv.  male 
on  Mynydd  Epynt  on  Oct.  4th  had  probably  been  around  since  Sept.  16th;  at  Conwy  RSPB, 
CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  16th;  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  single  females  on  July  23rd  -  24th,  Aug. 
7th  &  9th,  a  female  +  an  juv.  Aug.  21th  -  27th  with  the  female  remaining  until  Sept.  1st. 


A  summary  of  all  information: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr 
Males  1  4 

Females  /  juvs.  1  3 


May 

6 

5 


June 

1 

2 


July 

I 

3 


Aug 

1 

7 


Sept . 
2 
2 


Oct 

2 

4 


Nov  Dec 

1 

1 


MONTAGU’S  HARRIER  C.  pygargus*  BOD  MONTAGU 

1998  Additional  record  from  PEMBROKE,  a  ring-tail  at  Skomer  Aug.  27th  -  28th. 

2000  A  male  at  Cors  Fochno,  CEREDIGION  May  1st  -  22nd.  This  individual  was  also  seen  at 
Ynyshir  and  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY. 
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BOD  TINWEN 


HEN  HARRIER  C.  cyaneus* 

No  breeding  information  was  received. 

Widely  recorded  outside  the  breeding  season  and  range.  Breakdown  of  records  for  each  county, 
separated  by  sex  and  winter  period: 


1st 

winter  period 

2n<J 

winter  period 

males 

females 

males 

females/imm 

GWENT 

2 

-v 

2 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

1 

GOWER 

4 

1 

2 

CARMARTHEN 

1 

PEMBROKE 

2 

4 

2 

5 

CEREDIGION 

4 

3 

3 

4 

BRECON 

1 

3 

2 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

2 

CAERNARFON 

6 

1 

3 

ANGLESEY 

1 

2 

3 

DENBIGH 

1 

2 

Max.  at  the  main  roosts:  PEMBROKE  at  Dowrog  male  +  2  ring-tails  until  Apr.  5th  and  male  +  2 
ring-tails  in  December,  at  Marloes  a  ring-tail  until  Mar.  15th  and  a  male  on  Dec.  18th;  CEREDIGION: 
at  Cors  Fochno  a  male  +  2  ring-tails  in  the  1st  winter  period  &  a  male  +  1-2  ring-tails  in  the  2nd  and  at 
Cors  Caron  2  males  +  3  ring-tails  in  the  lsl  winter  period  &  2  males  +  3  ring-tails  in  the  2nd. 

GOSHAWK  Accipiter  gentilis  GWALCH  MARTH 

1999  additional  breeding  information:  2  prs.  were  proved  to  breed  successfully  in  E.  GLAMORGAN, 
10  nests  found  in  CEREDIGION  5  of  which  were  successful  fledging  8y,  at  least  21  prs.  BRECON. 

2000  the  only  breeding  information  received  was:  bred  in  GWENT;  bred  at  one  site  in 
GLAMORGAN;  in  PEMBROKE  2  prs.  in  the  north  of  the  county  and  one  in  the  east;  bred  at  4  sites 
in  BRECON;  22-25  prs.  in  RADNOR;  in  MONTGOMERY  4-5  prs.;  bred  in  MEIRIONNYDD;  bred 
at  2  sites  in  CAERNARFON  and  display  was  observed  at  one  site  on  ANGLESEY. 

SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter  nisus  GWALCH  GLAS 

Breeding  information  received:  in  GWENT  7  nests  in  the  Nantyglo  area  fledged  a  total  of  28y  (one 
was  thought  to  have  been  killed  in  the  nest  by  a  Buzzard),  18  species  of  prey  item  were  identified 
plus  an  unusual  Parrot  and  27  sets  of  thrush-sized  legs  were  found  in  one  nest;  33  prs.  reported  in 
BRECON  of  which  at  least  12  bred  successfully. 

BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  BWNCATH 

Breeding  information  received  as  follows:  in  GWENT  28  displaying  at  Wentwood  and  14  near 
Magor  in  March  /  April;  in  BRECON  30  soaring  over  Battle  Hill  on  Mar.  19th,  a  min.  of  60  prs.  in  the 
S  &  E  of  the  county,  in  6  1 0-km  squares,  only  1 7  were  proved  to  breed  successfully,  20y  fledged.  In 
the  N  only  8y  were  fledged  successfully;  in  CAERNARFON  17  prs.  in  10  km2  around  Penrhyn  Park. 
9+  prs.  in  16  km2  Tal-y-bont  /  Llanfairfechan,  4+  in  10  km2  at  Llandegai  /  Penrhyn  Park  1 1  prs.  in  50 
km"  Tal-y-bont  /  Llyn  Ogwen,  in  total  41  prs.  in  86  km2;  in  DENBIGH  20  prs.  Ruabon  Moors  / 
Horseshoe  Pass,  nests  found  of  17  (young  fledged  from  another  2).  From  14  nests,  mean  clutch  size 
of  2.5,  mean  fledging  from  19  was  1.53y/nest. 

Large  congregations  were:  24  on  fields  at  Hardwick,  Abergavenny,  GWENT  in  January.  22  at 
Lisvane  Res.,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Feb.  25th,  26  at  Panteg,  PEMBROKE  on  Jan.  23rd,  and  at 
Cilgwyn,  Newcastle  Emlyn,  CEREDIGION  max.  47  in  January  and  15  in  February  ( Welsh  Birds 
2:292) 
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OSPREY  Pandion  haliaetus*  GWALCH  Y PYSGOD 


Approximate  monthly  totals  for  each  county: 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June  July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

GWENT 

1 

1 

2 

GLAMORGAN 

2-3 

4 

CARMARTHEN 

PEMBROKE 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

CEREDIGION 

1 

4 

1 

1 

BRECON 

2 

1 

1 

RADNOR  1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

MONTGOMERY 

2 

1 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

1 

2 

5 

1 

CAERNARFON 

3 

2 

3  1 

ANGLESEY 

DENBIGH  1 

A  very  late  individual 

was  seen 

at  the  mouth  of  the  Teifi  estuary,  PEMB/CERE  on  Dec.  18 

KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus  CUDYLL  COCH 

Rather  fewer  pairs  located  in  the  Society's  monitoring  survey  than  in  1999,  with  a  total  of  183  sites 
checked,  140  of  which  were  occupied.  In  areas  which  were  systematically  searched,  occupation  rates 
were  sharply  lower,  with  only  48  of  93  sites  checked  occupied  (52%  cf  81%  in  1999).  Within  in  this 
sample  37  sites  (40%)  certainly  held  pairs,  again  a  lower  proportion  than  in  1999.  There  is  not  much 
doubt  that  breeding  Kestrels  were  scarcer  in  2000  and  on  Mynydd  Epynt  BRECON,  breeding  failed 
and  adults  vanished  by  mid  June,  suggesting  a  vole  crash.  None  was  seen  on  the  site  in  the  autumn, 
which  is  extremely  unusual.  Breeding  success  in  Wales  generally  nevertheless  remained  good,  with  an 
overall  productivity  of  2  young  per  pair  for  which  a  result  was  known.  Clutch  size  in  9  nests  was  4.56, 
hatched  brood  size  was  4.00  in  10  nests  and  fledged  brood  size  was  3.00  in  13,  all  smaller  averages 
than  in  1999,  although  overall  productivity  was  slightly  better.  As  in  previous  years  the  coastal  cliffs 
remained  the  key  areas  for  the  species  in  Wales.  The  table  summarises  the  results  for  the  year. 


Sites  Sites  Single  Pairs  Young  Pairs 

checked  occupied  birds  Pair  bred  Reared  by  pairs  failed  Productivity 

183  140(40)  8  27  65  88  39  5  2.00 


Notes:  Under  sites  occupied  (40)  denotes  territories  where  birds  were  known  to  be  present  but  no 
more.  Single  bird  denotes  sites  where  it  was  known  that  only  one  bird  was  present.  Pair  present 
denotes  site  where  a  pair  was  known  to  be  present  but  no  more.  Pair  bred  includes  21  pairs  for  which 
the  actual  result  was  not  recorded. 

MERLIN  F.  columbarius  CUDYLL  BACH 

1999  Additional  breeding  record  in  GLAMORGAN. 

2000  Breeding  information  received  from:  GWENT:  no  confirmed  breeding  but  sightings  at  5 
suitable  sites;  one  pair  failed  in  GLAMORGAN  due  to  bad  weather  (last  year’s  site  was  not  used);  4 
prs.  bred  in  forestry  in  CEREDIGION;  11  territories  held  in  BRECON  but  no  absolute  proof  of 
breeding;  7  prs.  reared  a  total  of  7y  in  MONTGOMERY;  bred  in  the  usual  sites  in  MEIRIONNYDD; 
2  prs.  in  CAERNARFON,  one  of  which  reared  5y.  These  figures  do  not  represent  a  complete  Welsh 
census. 


A  summary  of  winter  records  received  : 


GWENT 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

PEMBROKE 

MONTGOMERY 

MEIRIONNYDD 

FLINT 


F  winter  period 
14  reports  until  April 

18  reports  until  June 
Reported  on  12  dates 
4  records 

19  reports,  latest  May  4th  at  Skomer 
Present  at  2  sites  until  May 

1+ 


2nd  winter  period 

14  reports,  the  earliest  at  Peterstone  Wentloog  Aug.  22nd. 
19  reports  from  August. 

Reported  at  at  least  4  sites 

One  record,  a  female  at  Penclacwydd  Aug.  1 1th. 

21  reports,  from  September  onwards 
Present  at  one  site 
1  + 

At  Inner  Marsh  Farm  from  Aug.  25th. 
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HOBBY  F.  subbuteo  HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

Breeding  records:  present  at  7  sites  in  GWENT  during  June,  4  nests  found.  3  of  which  had  3y,  the 
other  reduced  to  2.  Thought  to  have  bred  at  3  other  sites;  bred  at  one  site  in  BRECON;  5-6  prs.  in 
RADNOR.  2  juveniles  seen  at  Ashpit  Ponds,  CARMARTHEN  on  Sept.  30th  &  Oct.  V1  may  have 
been  local  birds. 

Approximate  monthly  totals  of  non-breeding  birds: 


Apr  May  June 


July 


Aug 


Sept.  Oct. 


GWENT  4 

E.  GLAMORGAN 

GOWER 

CARMARTHEN 

PEMBROKE 

CEREDIGION 

BRECON 

MONTGOMERY 

MEIRIONNYDD 

CAERNARFON 

ANGLESEY 

FLINT 


2 

4 


1 

2 


2 

1 

1 

2 


1 


1  3 

1  I 

2  1 
2 

1  1 

1 

1 

3 

1  1 


1 

3  1 


3 

2 

1 


1 


1 


1 
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PEREGRINE  F.  peregrinus 

HE  BOG  TRAMOR 

Breeding  summaries  received 

were  as 

follows  (not  full  surveys): 

Pairs  bred 

Young  raised  by  pairs 

GWENT 

9 

GLAMORGAN 

18 

18y  from  8 

PEMBROKE 

48 

51 

BRECON 

12 

24  (3  prs.  failed,  one  poisoned,  one  stolen) 

MEIRIONNYDD 

bred 

CAERNARFON 

8+ 

ANGLESEY 

4 

CLWYD 

7-8 

In  the  Ruabon  Moors,  DENBIGH  the  mean  clutch  size  was  3.8,  of  which  the  mean  fledging  was  2.1. 
In  GLAMORGAN  2  were  poisoned  by  strychnine  and  there  was  a  dramatic  decrease  in  sightings  in 
the  2nd  half  of  the  year. 

RED  GROUSE  Lagopus  lagopus*  GRUGIAR 

In  GWENT  reported  from  Blorenge  (max.  3),  Waun  Wen  (max.  5),  Trefil  Quarry,  Blaenavon, 
Mynydd  Farteg  Fawr,  Sugarloaf,  Llanthony  (5  juv.s  seen  there  in  June  and  23  were  shot  in  this  area 
in  autumn),  Bal-Mawr  (18  on  Jan.  21st)  and  Coity  Mountain  (12  on  Oct.  24th);  8  at  Waun  Wen, 
GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  9th;  fresh  pluckings  at  Garreg  Lwyd,  CARMARTHEN  Apr.  13th; 
unconfirmed  breeding  at  one  site  and  seen  at  2  other  sites  in  CEREDIGION;  few  records,  still 
declining  in  BRECON;  124  prs.  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY,  present  at  one  other  site;  in 
MEIRIONNYDD  at  Cadair  Idris,  Cwm  Gamlan  (10  including  4y),  Berwyns  and  Trawscoed; 
CAERNARFON  at  Moel-y-Ci  (3  males,  also  a  female  with  3y),  Parc  Drysgol  (3  males),  Gwaun 
Gynfi,  Pen  Graig  Gron  (a  pair),  Llyn  y  Foel  (3)  and  Yr  Eifl;  in  DENBIGH  very  poor  breeding 
success,  a  23  year  transect  route  produced  coveys  of  no  more  than  3  birds  -  the  3rd  worst  in  the  last  10 
years.  120  were  seen  during  the  post  breeding  season  on  Ireland  Moor,  RADNOR. 

BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrao  tetrix*  GRUGIAR  DDU 

Within  the  RSPB  Recovery  Project  Core  Area,  consisting  of  6  key  areas  of  md/north  Wales,  a  total  of 
171  males  were  recorded  lekking.  This  was  an  increase  of  28  on  the  1999  figure  of  151-152. 

Breeding  information  received:  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  slight  declines  of  lekking  males  on  the  Berwyns, 
of  3  others  monitored  one  had  between  1-5  males,  1-2  males  and  the  third  just  a  single  male.  A  small 
population  dependent  on  clearfell  -  restocked  habitats  in  the  Dyfi  forest.  2  males  in  the  Rhinogau;  12 
lekking  males  at  Lake  Vyrnwy,  MONTGOMERY  and  present  at  one  other  site;  an  increase  in  lekking 
total  in  DENBIGH  but  poor  breeding  success.  There  continues  to  be  too  much  disturbance  at  one  site. 

RED-LEGGED  PARTRIDGE  Alectoris  rufa*  PETRISEN  GOESGOCH 

1998  pair  at  Groesfan,  GLAMORGAN. 

2000  Population  maintained  by  releases:  in  GWENT  at  12  sites,  max.  12  at  Caldicot  Oct.  26th;  one 
dead  at  Rhydfro,  GLAMORGAN;  small  numbers  at  Broad  Oak,  CARMARTHEN;  in  the  St.  David's 
area,  PEMBROKE;  a  single  record  in  CEREDIGION;  5  at  Manest  Court,  BRECON;  at  2  sites  in 
MONTGOMERY;  at  4  sites  on  ANGLESEY,  max.  15  at  Carmel  Head  Jan.  23rd;  common  in  the 
Ruabon  Moors,  DENBIGH  after  releases. 

GREY  PARTRIDGE  Perdix perdix *  PETRISEN 

Population  maintained  by  releases.  Now  thought  to  be  extinct  in  GWENT.  In  GLAMORGAN  at  5 
sites,  bred  at  Sker,  max.  22  at  Nash  Point  Sept.  29th  and  20  at  Sker  Farm  Dec.  9th.  9  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Farm,  GOWER  on  Sept.  7th,  2  adults  +  4y  at  Llansawel,  CARMARTHEN  May  29th,  one  at 
Arddleen,  MONTGOMERY;  on  ANGLESEY  9  at  Llyn  Bodgylched  Jan.  1st  and  8  at  Braint  Est.  Jan. 
22nd.  None  recorded  on  Ruabon  Moors  /  Horseshoe  Pass,  DENBIGH. 


95 


QUAIL  Coturnix  coturnix*  SOFLIAR 

All  records  were  of  calling  birds  at:  Aberleri,  CEREDIGION  May  14th;  at  Clyro,  RADNOR  June 
27th;  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  Apr.  27th;  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  May  13th  and  on  the  River  Clwyd, 
near  Denbigh  July  18th,  21st  &  Aug.  1st. 

WATER  RAIL  Rallus  aquaticus  RHEGEN  Y  DWR 

Breeding  records  received  were  (numbers  refer  to  territorial  males):  in  GLAMORGAN:  9  responded 
to  tape  luring  at  Kenfig,  5  at  Crymlyn  Bog  with  another  on  the  Burrows,  3  at  Neath  Abbey  and  2  at 
Oxwich;  in  CARMARTHEN  3  at  Witchett  and  4  at  Ashpit  Ponds;  in  PEMBROKE  1-2  Skomer,  an 
adult  with  chicks  at  Dinas  Cross  and  5  on  the  Teifi  Marshes  (also  CEREDIGION);  CEREDIGION  2 
at  Ynyshir  and  Aberleri;  present  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON;  1  pair  bred  at  RSPB  Conwy. 
CAERNARFON  3y  seen. 

Maximum  winter  concentrations  were:  14  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  in  January  and  11  in 
December,  up  to  15  at  Teifi  Marshes  in  both  winter  periods,  7  at  Llangorse  Lake  Jan.  19th  and  7  at 
Cors  Erddreiniog,  ANGLESEY  Dec.  29th. 

MOORHEN  Gallinula  chloropus  IAR  DDWR 

Breeding  records  received  were:  in  GWENT  19  prs.  at  3  sites  (including  10+  at  Corns  Llanwem),  in 
E.  GLAMORGAN  bred  at  20  sites;  in  GOWER  19  prs.  at  11  sites;  in  PEMBROKE  20+  prs.  at  7 
sites;  in  BRECON  21  prs.  reared  42  young  in  the  south  of  the  county;  in  CAERNARFON  bred  at  5 
sites  of  which  6  pairs  on  RSPB  Conwy  and  7  broods  reared  on  Bardsey;  on  ANGLESEY  bred  at  5 
sites.  Monthly  counts  at  Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  were: 


Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

190  210 

195 

170 

110 

89 

135 

150 

165 

190 

175 

170 

COOT  Fulica  atra 

CWTIAR 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at 

least  once)  are 

tabulated  as 

available: 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

Jul 

Jug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GLAMORGAN 

Kenfig 

471 

340 

150 

99 

25 

38 

200 

285 

332 

250 

400 

405 

Llan./Lisvane 

66 

48 

20 

2 

4 

10 

45 

90 

117 

101 

108 

96 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 
CARMARTHEN 

29 

28 

23 

25 

23 

31 

44 

103 

158 

84 

148 

110 

Penclacwydd 

95 

49 

39 

40 

21 

45 

65 

69 

105 

95 

110 

104 

Sandy  Water  Park 

36 

18 

16 

62 

309 

144 

65 

Brecon' 

Llangorse  Lake 

520 

140 

120 

370 

500 

800 

700 

650 

CAERNARFON 

RSPB  Conwy 

81 

84 

80 

65 

49 

75 

100+ 

92 

95 

80 

60 

70 

ANGLESEY 

Llyn  Coron 

81 

56 

91 

46 

57 

80 

107 

103 

75 

77 

79 

85 

Llyn  Llygerian 

29 

12 

20 

8 

57 

228 

359 

214 

81 

Llyn  Rhos  Ddu 

78 

55 

31 

24 

7 

10 

34 

59 

70 

159 

156 

166 

Llyn  Maelog 

74 

72 

41 

30 

25 

53 

137 

64 

67 

38 

42 

57 

Llyn  Alaw' 

300 

188 

Llyn  Cefni 

273 

198 

FLINT 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

125 

96 

70 

42 

40 

50 

40 

101 

59 

65 

72 

92 

Dee.  Est. 

195 

176 

133 

108 

103 

78 

121 

219 

206 

198 

183 

233 

Other  large  congregations  were:  90-102  at  Ashpit  Ponds,  CARMARTHEN  in  the  l5t  winter  period  and 
159  at  Malltraeth  Pool,  ANGLESEY  Sept.  25th. 

Only  breeding  records  received  were:  GWENT:  74+  prs.  at  18  sites,  max.  30  prs.  at  GLWH;  GOWER: 
20  prs.  at  10  sites,  total  of  pairs/broods;  PEMBROKE:  one  pair  bred  unsuccessfully  on  Skomer; 
BRECON:  20  prs.  reared  30  young  at  Llangorse  Lake  (35  prs.  failed),  elsewhere  11  prs.  reared  20 
young  and  10  prs. failed;  CAERNARFON:  40  prs.  RSPB  Conwy  plus  bred  at  3  other  sites; 
ANGLESEY:  25+  prs.  at  7  sites;  bred  at  7+  sites  in  CLWYD. 
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CRANE  Grus  grus  GARAN 

The  2  near  St.  David's  PEMBROKE  Dec.  15lh  -  31st  1999  were  later  seen  at  Cardiff  Bay,  E. 
GLAMORGAN  and  at  St.  Brides,  Wentloog,  GWENT  on  Jan.  2nd.  Singles  also  at  Lisvane, 
GLAMORGAN  on  Feb.  24th  and  at  Cors  Fochno,  CEREDIGION  on  Apr.  7th. 


OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostralegus  PIODEN  Y  MOR 

Sizeble  flocks  of  this  species  occur  all  round  the  Welsh  coast  and  the  monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites 
(holding  counts  of  1000  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  known. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Aberavon  / 

800 

315 

3500 

1300 

Baglan  Bay 

Blackpill 

2916 

3320 

2060 

299 

240 

37 

1000 

3203 

2354 

3943 

2460 

2880 

Burry  (S) 

17070 

11040 

5610 

785 

95 

3630 

5720 

16135 

9780 

9360 

16540 

16891 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

7929 

7620 

1565 

220 

375 

197 

872 

4990 

2080 

3833 

5860 

f/T/G 

2402 

3495 

945 

180 

354 

1060 

3803 

1331 

2249 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

585 

1236 

525 

787 

89 

59 

462 

677 

1915 

203 

1  160 

1373 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy  RSPB 

25 

65 

100 

400 

600 

586 

450 

500 

500 

1000 

200 

150 

Traeth  Lafan 

5781 

5249 

2488 

3380 

6253 

5605 

6897 

5892 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 

4820 

3673 

1909 

1700 

1900 

601 

2968 

5559 

6150 

5250 

5040 

3748 

Bagillt  Bank 

1687 

515 

264 

365 

5696 

6015 

4350 

4330 

3670 

Oakenholt 

88 

187 

190 

220 

550 

965 

500 

3634 

6167 

4000 

3500 

800 

Another  notable  count  was  1500  at  Swansea  Docks,  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  12th. 

Some  breeding  counts  were:  GWENT:  two  nests  were  found  at  St  Brides,  a  pair  fledged  1  young  at 
GLWR  Goldcliff  lagoons  and  another  pair  bred  unuccessfully;  GLAMORGAN:  no  breeding  records; 
PEMBROKE:  77  apparently  occupied  territories  on  Skomer  and  24  on  Ramsey,  41  pairs  bred  on 
Skokholm;  CEREDIGION:  one  pair  nested  on  the  railway  line  adjacent  to  the  Dyfi  Est.; 
BRECON/RADNOR:  a  pair  at  Glasbury  fledged  2  or  3  young;  MONTGOMERY:  single  pairs  at 
Leighton,  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  and  Dolydd  Hafren;  MEIRIONNYDD:  no  breeding  recorded; 
CAERNARFON:  at  least  83  pairs  held  territory  on  Bardsey,  but  only  14  young  fledged,  3  pairs 
fledged  2  young  at  Conwy  RSPB  and  there  were  an  estimated  15  pairs  between  Pontllyfni  and  Afon 
Llifon;  ANGLESEY:  at  least  7  pairs  bred  at  Cemlyn  but  only  two  fledged  young,  at  least  5  pairs  at 
Llyn  Alaw,  three  pairs  at  Llyn  Parc  Mawr  and  one  pair  at  Llanfairpwll;  FLINT:  2  pairs  at  Inner  Marsh 
Farm,  2  pairs  nested  at  Oakenholt,  one  successfully  raising  one  young,  and  one  pair  nested 
unsuccessfully  at  Point  of  Air. 

AVOCET  Recurvirostra  avosetta*  CAMBIG 

The  only  records  were  of  singles:  at  Kenfig  &  Ogmore  Estuary  Sept.  4th,  E.  GLAMORGAN  and  from 
PEMBROKE  at  Angle  Bay  on  Jan.  1 5th  and  on  the  Nevem  Est.  on  Dec.  22nd. 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius*  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

Birds  were  recorded  from  Mar.  19th  to  Sep.  29th.  Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  at  least 
three  broods  at  GLWR  Goldcliff  with  8  young  raised,  at  least  one  pair  at  Gobion  with  2  juveniles 
seen;  GLAMORGAN:  one  pair  bred  at  Old  Velindre  Steelworks;  CARMARTFIEN:  no  survey  was 
made  in  the  core  area  of  the  Tywi,  Cothi  and  Bran  valley,  but  pairs  at  Carmarthen  Bypass,  Capel 
Elendre  and  Penrhyngwyn  Pond  indicate  a  range  expansion,  with  the  total  population  estimated  at  45- 
50  pairs;  CEREDIGION:  one  pair  bred  on  Afon  Rheidol;  BRECON:  two  pairs  bred  at  Scethrog; 
BRECON/RADNOR:  4  pairs  bred  at  Glasbury,  with  the  3  successful  pairs  raising  5  juveniles; 
MONTGOMERY:  4  prs.  At  Dolydd  Hafren  but  only  2  young  were  seen  following  flooding,  1-3  prs. 
at  William  Condry  Reserve,  2-3  prs.  Llandinam  Gravel  Pits  and  a  single  pair  Llyn  Coed  yr  Dinas; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  a  pair  attempted  to  breed  at  a  site  in  the  north  of  the  county  but  failed; 
CAERNAREON:  no  confirmed  breeding  at  Conwy  RSPB  this  year;  FLINT:  one  pair  at  Inner  Marsh 
Farm  and  a  pair  probably  bred  at  Shotton  tip.  A  count  of  24  at  GLWR  Goldcliff  GWENT  on  July  24th 
was  a  county  record. 
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RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

Widespread  around  the  Welsh  coast.  The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at 


least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR 

15 

15 

151 

73 

20 

157 

130 

30 

22 

GLAMORGAN 

Jersey  Marine 

22 

100 

1 1 

7 

2 

39 

7 

62 

31 

80 

60 

Blackpill 

300 

232 

18 

5 

5 

4 

285 

244 

316 

356 

272 

Burr}'  (S) 

30 

390 

15 

25 

CEREDIGION 

Ynys-las 

296 

305 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

CAERNARFON 

25 

20 

3 

4 

110 

15 

2 

Traeth  Lafan 

70 

142 

8 

48 

113 

41 

118 

102 

ANGLESEY 

Beddmanarch  Bay 

160 

75 

Traeth  Abermenai 
FLINT 

104 

Gronant 

150 

100 

100 

Dee:  Point  of  Air 

35 

500 

23 

65 

230 

49 

21 

432 

20 

76 

23 

25 

Breeding  records  were  incomplete  but  those  received  were:  GWENT:  a  nest  with  3  eggs  at  St  Brides 
on  Apr.  9th,  a  chick  seen  in  May;  GLAMORGAN:  two  pairs  with  nest  scrapes  were  noted  at  Kenfig 
river  mouth  and  one  pair  at  Sker,  but  breeding  not  confirmed;  a  pair  was  seen  with  3  chicks  at 
Gileston  on  2nd  June,  also  bred  at  Whiteford  (4  pairs),  Swansea  Dry  Docks  (1  pair),  Baglan  Bay  (1 
pair),  Margam  Sidings  (2  pairs)  and  probably  bred  at  Port  Eynon  Point/Sedgers  Bank  (1  pair)  and 
Swansea  Docks  (1  pair);  CARMARTHEN:  at  least  two  pairs  at  Machynys  on  May  6th,  and  a  pair  with 
two  chicks  at  Penrhyngwyn  on  July  6th;  PEMBROKE:  a  pair  with  3  chicks  at  Linney  Hd  on  May  27th; 
CEREDIGION:  1-2  pairs  near  Aberystwyth;  MEIRIONNYDD:  two  pairs  failed  at  Trefeddian  Dunes; 
CAERNARFON:  at  least  one,  possibly  3  pairs  bred  at  Morfa  Madryn  and  five  pairs  were  at  Maes 
Mawr  on  2nd  May;  ANGLESEY:  one  pair  failed  at  Cemlyn;  FLINT:  one  pair  on  territory  at  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  but  no  evidence  of  successful  nesting,  2  pairs  attempted  breeding  at  Point  of  Air  but  no 
evidence  of  success,  2  pairs  fledged  4  young  at  Flint  Point  and  one  pair  was  present  during  the 
breeding  season  at  Greenfield. 

KENTISH  PLOVER  C.  alexandrinus *  CWTIAD  CAINT 

A  female  was  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  Apr.  9th,  and  a  male  was  at  Newgale,  PEMBROKE  on 
Apr.  25th. 

DOTTEREL  C.  morinellus  *  HUTAN  Y  MYNYDD 

All  records  were:  GLAMORGAN:  a  male  at  Rhosili  Down  on  May  10th;  CARMARTHEN:  8  at 
Garreg  Las  on  May  5th,  3  at  Garreg  Lwyd  on  May  5th  and  7th,  in  the  autumn  singles  at  Garreg  Lwyd  on 
Aug.  28lh  and  Sept.  22nd  and  24th;  PEMBROKE:  7  at  St.  David’s  airfield  on  May  7th  and  4  on  Castle 
Martin  ranges  on  Sept.  23rd;  CEREDIGION:  up  to  13  on  Pumlumon  on  May  5th-7th;  BRECON:  a 
female  at  Craig  Cerrig  Gleisiad  on  Apr.  28th  and  5  (a  male  and  4  females)  on  Drygam  Fawr  on  May 
4th;  CAERNARFON:  17  on  Foel  Fras  on  May  1st  with  4  there  on  the  3rd,  two  juveniles  on  the  Great 
Orme  Oct.  7th-  13th.  A  total  of  c.  55  in  spring  and  8  in  the  autumn. 


GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria  CWTIAD  AUR 

Records  are  rather  incomplete  but  monthly  max.  at  9  major  wintering  areas  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr. 

May 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

480 

45 

500 

30 

20 

65 

600 

Sker 

1 

66 

90 

232 

170 

300 

CARMARTHEN 

Ginst  Point 

12267 

10957 

39 

69 

1050 

3469 

7307 

Gwendraeth 

1000+ 

248 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

910 

955 

40 

7 

25 

306 

868 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

CAERNARFON 

Morfa  Dinlle 

1040 

370 

9 

52 

301 

35 

ANGLESEY 

Aberffraw 

230 

200 

36 

500+ 

Malltraeth 

100 

186 

500 

250 
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Other  major  winter  flocks  in  coastal  counties  were:  PEMBROKE:  1000  at  Hook  on  Jan  26th,  c.1000  at 
Lawrenny  on  Jan.  31st,  700  Tegryn  area  on  March  17th  with  1080  here  on  Dec.  26th,  500  at  St  David’s 
airfield  in  Oct./Nov.,  500  Brownslade  on  Dec.  2nd  and  850  Stack  Rocks  on  Dec.  17th;  CEREDIGION: 
705  at  Ynysals  on  Jan.  9th  &  600  on  Nov.  4th,  300  at  Felinwynt  Oct.  25th,  375  at  Llanrhystud  on  Nov. 
18th  and  300  at  Aberaeron  Dec.  28th;  400+  at  Porth  Cwyfan,  ANGLESEY  on  Dec.  27th  and  400  at 
Rhosneigr  on  Dec.  24lh.  Inland  flocks  were  300  at  Mynydd  Llanfihangel  Rhos  y  Com, 
CARMARTHEN  on  Mar.  26th  with  200  here  on  Apr.  15th  and  300  here  again  on  Oct.  16th;  300  on  the 
western  side  of  Mynydd  Epynt  BRECON  on  Feb.  25th  with  700  -  1000  here  on  Nov.  11th,  150  on 
Llandefalle  Hill  on  March  5th  and  205  near  the  Usk  Reservoir  on  Oct.  7th;  500+  at  Pegwyn  Mawr 
Windfarm,  MONTGOMERY  in  December. 


Very  little  breeding  information  was  received.  Only  3  pairs  were  found  in  the  hills  north  of 
Abergwesyn  BRECON,  of  which  only  1  pair  was  known  to  have  been  sucessful,  and  3  territorial  pairs 
in  the  Black  Mountains,  where  one  juv.  was  seen  on  Aug.  24th.  A  bird  was  seen  on  Ruabon  Moor 
DENBIGH  on  Mar.  19th  but  no  breeding  pairs  were  recorded  subsequently. 


GREY  PLOVER  P.  squatarola  CWTIAD  LLWYD 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  75  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June  July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

100 

21 

15 

1 

1 

1 

St  Brides 

80 

1 

2 

2 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

375 

565 

410 

30 

30 

10 

30 

105 

70 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

89 

13 

5 

1 

2 

16 

ANGLESEY 

Traeth  Abermenai 
FLINT 

93 

51 

75 

2 

14 

29 

23 

Dee  :  Point  of  Air 

50 

100 

6 

13 

1 

1 

1 

4 

90 

61 

52 

Spring  passage  on  the  Dyfi  estuary,  CEREDIGION  peaked  at  75  on  May  7th.  100  at  Gronant  beach 
FLINT  on  Feb.  6th  were  probably  the  same  birds  as  at  Point  of  Air.  Inland,  there  was  one  bird  at 
Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  Apr.  14th- 17th. 

LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus  CORNCHWIGLEN 

Regular  counts  at  the  main  wintering  areas  (holding  counts  of  500  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

Nedern 

793 

450 

13 

97 

13 

250 

GLAMORGAN 

Burr}  (S) 

2775 

355 

1 

3 

30 

165 

300 

CARMARTHEN 

Taf 

2894 

2855 

I 

4 

168 

1324 

2282 

Gwendraeth 

1168 

545 

10 

500 

692 

Burr}'  (N) 

1473 

760 

134 

45 

217 

605 

788 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

3099 

1240 

2 

0 

106 

1061 

1217 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

832 

114 

153 

129 

109 

385 

439 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

420 

49 

24 

36 

118 

630 

1760 

Traeth  Lafan 

641 

2000 

81 

8 

29 

120 

754 

ANGLESEY 

Aberffraw 

1150 

900 

52 

130 

500+ 

Braint  Est. 

545 

1140 

1430 

240 

FLINT  (Dee  Est.) 

Inner  Marsh  Fm. 

3000 

1020 

128 

15 

40 

1800 

1000 

Oakenholt 

240 

4 

530 

363 

500 

750 

Flint  Sands 

530 

38 

348 

143 

Other  major  flocks  were;  PEMBROKE:  2-3,000  in  the  Castle  Martin  area  in  January  and  1,500  there 
on  Dec.  16th,  600  at  Lawrenny  on  Jan.  31st,  1,000  at  Brownslade  Burrows  on  Dec.  2nd; 
PEMBROKE/CEREDIGION:  600  at  the  Teifi  Est.  on  Feb.  3rd;  CEREDIGION:  1,300  at  Llanrhystud 
on  Dec.  28th;  MEIRIONNYDD:  c.520  at  Morfa  Harlech  on  Jan.  3rd.  The  largest  count  from  the  inland 
counties  was  of  220  flying  west  at  Cradoc  BRECON  following  snow  on  Dec.  28th. 
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A  sample  of  1 1  populations  (involving  39  individual  sites)  monitored  as  part  of  the  RSPB's  Lapwing 
Recovery  Project,  showed  a  slight  increase  from  267  pairs  in  1999  to  277  pairs  in  2000.  However,  this 
sample  contained  many  sites  that  have  been  actively  managed  for  this  species  and  is  probalby  not 
representative  of  the  situation  in  Wales  a  a  whole. 

Breeding  records  received  outside  this  survey  are  summarised  under  counties,  as  follows:  GWENT:  c. 
81  pairs  recorded  at  19  sites,  including  23  pairs  on  nests  at  Llangybi  on  Apr.  8lh,  14+  pairs  at 
Marshfield/Coedkemew  in  May  and  10  at  Manmoel  Tip  on  May  1st;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  possible 
breeding  at  1 1  sites  with  young  seen  at  3,  max.  c.20  pairs  at  Fochriw  producing  at  least  9  young; 
GOWER:  at  least  35  pairs  bred  at  10  sites,  probable  breeding  at  another  and  birds  present  at  3  other 
sites,  max.  6  pairs  at  D’Arcy  Business  Park  and  9  pairs  present  at  Swansea  Vale;  CARMARTHEN: 
c.42  pairs  bred  at  5-6  sites,  max.  28  pairs  at  Penclacwydd  which  fledged  only  7  young  and  8-9  pairs  at 
Broad  Oak;  PEMBROKE:  14-15  pairs  at  4  sites,  max.  7  pairs  on  Ramsey  which  raised  4  chicks; 
CEREDIGION:  7  pairs  bred  at  Cors  Caron  but  only  one  reared  young;  BRECON:  c. 65-73  pairs 
located  in  territory,  most  south  of  Mynydd  Epynt.  37  pairs  were  known  to  be  successful,  fledging 
more  than  50  young;  fewer  than  80  prs.  in  RADNOR;  MEIRIONNYDD:  birds  present  at  4  sites; 
CAERNARFON:  59  pairs  at  5  sites,  max.  17  pairs  at  Madryn  LNR  which  fledged  at  least  6  young  and 
14  pairs  at  Penrhyn  Bay  which  were  thought  to  have  poor  productivity,  13  pairs  at  Conwy  RSPB  all 
failed;  ANGLESEY:  6  pairs  bred  at  Malltraeth  RSPB;  FLINT/DENBIGH:  a  total  of  265  pairs  were 
recorded  on  the  Welsh  part  of  the  Dee  floodplain,  including  a  total  of  138  pairs  between  the  A550 
(Queensferry  road)  and  Saltney  (Sealand/Sandycroft/Hawarden),  50  pairs  at  Burton  Meadows,  22 
pairs  between  Holt  and  Overton  and  22  pairs  on  the  Flintshire  part  of  the  Sealand  Ranges.  Breeding 
success  was  reported  to  be  low  in  many  areas,  with  a  wet  spring  at  least  partly  responsible. 


KNOT  Calidris  canutus  PIBYDD  YR  ABER 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec. 

GWENT 

GLWR 

1 

56 

4 

2 

80 

305 

2 

2 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

7050 

3560 

660 

40 

10 

25 

330 

2500 

2000 

ANGLESEY 

Traeth  Abermenai 

1400 

1010 

230 

9 

56 

12 

230 

520 

Traeth  Llanddwyn 
FLINT 

c500 

180 

400+ 

Dee:  Point  of  Air 

460 

315 

36 

85 

25 

5 

26 

235 

490 

488 

Dee:  Flint  Sands 

220 

800 

600 

20 

1121 

62 

Dee.  Oakenholt 

40 

100 

450 

150 

There  were  also  max.  of  250  at  PW/SF  GWENT  in  January  and  200  at  Beddmanarch  Bay 
ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  23rd.  200  at  Gronant  beach  FLINT  on  Jan.  27th  and  300  at  Point  of  Air  there  on 
Feb.  10th  are  probably  the  same  birds  as  in  the  Dee  Est.  counts  in  the  table.  A  total  of  262  passed 
Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  on  19  dates  from  Aug  1st  to  Sept.  26th,  max.  42  on  Sept.  10th.  Inland 
records  included  one  at  Cors  Caron  CEREDIGION  on  Apr.  8th  and  one  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON 
on  Apr.  6th. 

SANDERLING  C.  alba  PIBYDD  Y  TYWOD 


The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Blackpill 

254 

230 

28 

6 

21 

4 

10 

15 

340 

550 

401 

Jersey  Marine 

46 

198 

102 

8 

2 

33 

1 

16 

1 

101 

Port  Talbot  / 

134 

189 

320 

240 

8 

78 

160 

31 

Aberavon 

CARMARTHEN 

Cefn  Sidan 

108 

592 

290 

130 

CAERN./MEIRI. 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

FLINT 

25 

cl  25 

32 

17 

Dee:  Point  of  Air 

52 

53 

1 

7 

8 

22 

5 

6 

6 

6 

100 


Other  significant  counts  were  72  at  Sker  Point,  GLAMORGAN  on  July  1 8th,  200  at  Swansea  Docks 
there  on  Feb.  2nd  and  350  on  the  beach  nearby  on  Nov.  12th;  100  at  Gronant  beach  FLINT  on  Jan.  27lh 
with  50  there  on  Nov.  25th.  Inland  records  were  singles  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  on  April  14th- 17th 
and  at  Glasbury  BRECON/  RADNOR  on  May  13th,  the  first  county  records  since  1991. 


LITTLE  STINT  C.  minuta*  PIBYDD  BACH 

A  very  poor  year  for  this  species,  with  only  c.60  recorded.  Two  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  FLINT  in 
January  and  one  in  February  were  the  only  winter  records.  Only  5  were  recorded  in  spring  and  c.52  in 
autumn  in  GWENT  (14),  GLAMORGAN  (4),  PEMBROKE  (2),  CEREDIGION  (11),  BRECON  (1), 
MONTGOMERY  (8+),  CAERNARFON  (5),  ANGLESEY  (1)  and  FLINT  (14).  The  BRECON  record 
was  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Sept.  20th.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Gwent 

Glamorgan 

Pembroke 

Ceredigion 

Brecon 

Montgomery 

Caernarfon 

Anglesey 

Flint 

TOTAL 


Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr 


2.1  1  1 
2  111 


May  June  July 

1 


1 


1 

1  2 

3  0  3 


Aug  Sept 

2  10 

4 
2 

8  1 

1 

8 

4 

1 

2  4 

12  35 


Oct 

l 


1 


2 


Nov  Dec 


0  0 


TEMMINCKS  STINT  C.  temminckii* 

A  juvenile  at  Conwy  RSPB  CAERNARFON  on 


PIBYDD  TEMMINCK 

Aug.  27th-28th  was  the  second  record  for  the  county. 


BAIRD’S  SANDPIPER  Calidris  bairdii*  PIBYDD  BAIRD 

A  juvenile  at  GLWR  Golcliff,  GWENT  Oct.  3rd  -  13th. 

PECTORAL  SANDPIPER  C.  melanotos*  PIBYDD  CAIN 

An  adult  was  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  June  4th,  followed  by  a  juvenile  at  the  Gwent  Levels 
here  on  Sept.  23rd-24th.  One  was  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  Sept.  17th  and  22nd,  and  there  was 
an  adult  at  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  on  May  16th- 19th. 


CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.  ferruginea*  PIBYDD  CAMBIG 

A  total  of  c.202  birds  were  recorded,  10  on  spring  passage  from  May  6th  to  28th,  with  one  at 
Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN  in  June  and  c.191  in  the  autumn  from  July  25th  to  Nov.  2nd.  Totals 
were  GWENT  (53),  GLAMORGAN  (28),  CARMARTHEN  (15),  PEMBROKE  (8),  CEREDIGION 
(18),  MEIRIONNYDD  (12),  CAERNARFON  (16),  ANGLESEY  (19)  and  FLINT  (33).  Approximate 


monthly  totals  for  each  county,  were 

May  June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct.  Nov 

Gwent 

5 

20 

24 

4 

Glamorgan 

4 

23 

1 

Carmarthen 

1 

4 

8 

2 

Pembroke 

1 

1 

5 

1 

Ceredigion 

1 

8 

9 

Meirionnydd 

9 

3 

Caernarfon 

1 

5 

8 

2 

Anglesey 

2 

16 

1 

Flint 

4 

18 

10 

1 

TOTAL 

10  1 

2 

71 

106 

11  1 

PURPLE 

SANDPIPER  C. 

maritima 

PIBYDD  DC 

Small  numbers  were  recorded  in  all  coastal  counties  except  GWENT  and  CARMARTHEN.  About 
220-230  birds  are  thought  to  winter  in  Wales,  though  the  species  may  be  under  recorded  away  from 
traditional  sites.  A  marked  spring  passage  was  particularly  noticeable  on  Bardsey,  where  there  were 
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90  on  Apr.  19th.  There  were  records  up  to  May  26th  when  there  were  6  on  Skokholm,  then  from  July 
29th  when  there  was  one  on  Bardsey. 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  10  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Port  Eynon  Point 

14 

4 

13 

8 

2 

8 

21 

Port  Talbot  Harbour 

5 

14 

14 

13 

2 

12 

CAERNARFON 

Bardsey 

2 

40 

90 

66 

4 

15 

40 

<10 

ANGLESEY 

Cemlyn 

6 

15 

16 

6 

5 

Penmon  Point 

4 

9 

3 

4 

12 

There  were  up  to  14  at  Aberystwyth  CEREDIGION  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  10  in  the  second 
winter  period. 


DUNLIN  C.  alpina  PIB  YDD  Y  MA  WN 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1000  at  least 
once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

5000 

15 

44 

250 

1 

40 

50 

125 

75 

55 

St.  Brides 

5000 

400 

2 

200 

78 

260 

14 

GLWR 

3000 

254 

90 

1247 

78 

160 

580 

640 

92 

900 

1000 

Undy 

3000 

1800 

25 

14 

22 

6 

80 

30 

21 

1500 

GLAMORGAN 

Rumney  Gt.  Wharf 

1400 

120 

2 

150 

9 

Rhymney  Est. 

3000 

4 

5 

7 

Burry  (S) 

7870 

9795 

240 

10 

100 

150 

660 

1035 

95 

6800 

5220 

Blackpill 

2050 

2520 

1470 

70 

144 

33 

18 

100 

197 

281 

3250 

2690 

CARMARTHEN 

TAT/G 

3299 

569 

60 

40 

190 

360 

Burry  (N) 

1350 

134 

10 

72 

351 

60 

25 

6 

72 

38 

375 

500 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1861 

2322 

76 

175 

139 

1052 

1433 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

1220 

102 

2835 

71 

464 

659 

220 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Glaslyn/Dwyryd 

1175 

400 

53 

77 

19 

150 

600 

40 

200 

600 

CAERNARFON 

Traeth  Lafan 

3038 

4032 

30 

163 

179 

58 

1663 

1100 

FLINT 

Gronant  beach 

2500 

2000 

1500 

Dee:  Point  of  Air 

5850 

2600 

790 

130 

1140 

63 

52 

1492 

320 

950 

3083 

4650 

Dee:  Oakenholt 

2300 

50 

250 

113 

200 

250 

70 

6,000  at  Ynyslas,  CEREDIGION  on  May  6th  was  the  highest  ever  count  for  the  Dyfi  Estuary. 

Few  records  suggesting  breeding  were  received.  Three  birds  were  seen  in  the  Black  Mountains 
BRECON  on  June  28th,  one  was  singing  at  Morfa  Madryn  CAERNARFON  on  June  17lh  and  there 
was  a  pair  at  Llyn  Conwy  there  during  the  summer. 

BUFF-BREASTED  SANDPIPER  Tryngites  subruficollis*  PIBYDD  BRONLL  WYD 

1999:  additional  record  of  an  adult  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  FLINT  on  Aug.  4th. 

2000:  juveniles  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  Sept.  and  at  Castle  Martin  PEMBROKE  on 

Sept.  23rd. 

RUFF  Philomachus pugnax*  PIBYDD  TORCHOG 

A  good  year  for  this  species  with  birds  recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year.  Wintering  birds  were  one 
at  Ginst  CARMARTHEN  on  Dec.  2nd,  one  at  Morfa  Harlech  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Jan.  3rd,  two  at 
Cemlyn  ANGLESEY  on  Jan.  14th  and  up  to  5  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  FLINT  in  the  first  winter  period, 
with  10  here  in  December. 

Altogether  c.  246+  recorded  in  GWENT  (37),  GLAMORGAN  (9),  CARMARTHEN  (17), 
PEMBROKE  (8+),  BRECON  (6),  MONTGOMERY  (2),  MEIRIONNYDD  (17),  CAERNARFON 
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Little  Egret,  GLWR  Goldcliff,  October  2000  John  Marsh 


JS.-  ^ 

X  X 


Northern  Golden  Plover,  Garreg  Lwyd,  April  2000  Colin  Richards 


Grey  Phalarope,  Newgale,  December  2000  David  Astins 


Red-necked  Phalarope,  Ogmore-by-Sea,  November  2000  John  Marsh 


Iceland  Gull  1st  W,  Milford  Haven,  February  2000  David  Astins 


Forster’s  Tern,  Bangor,  December  2000 


Mike  Malpass 


Rustic  Bunting,  Abergele,  April  2000 


Ian  Higginson 


(49),  ANGLESEY  (29)  and  FLINT  (77).  A  flock  of  27  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  9th  was 
a  county  record  count.  Monthly  totals  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr. 

May  June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec 

Gwent 

1  1 

2 

25 

7 

1 

Glamorgan 

1 

1 

4 

3 

Carmarthen 

1 

1 

2 

7 

3 

2 

1 

Pembroke 

1 

1  + 

1  + 

4+ 

1  + 

Brecon 

1 

4 

1 

Montgomery 

Meirionnydd 

1 

1 

1 

12 

4 

Caernarfon 

1 

7 

40 

1 

Anglesey 

2 

1 1 

15 

1 

Flint 

5 

4 

17 

4 

2 

4 

7 

15 

1 

8 

10 

TOTAL 

8 

4 

18 

6 

5  1 

11  + 

78+ 

92+ 

6+ 

9 

11 

Inland  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  Apr.  15th,  Sept.  1st  an  3  on  Aug.  18th,  a  single  at  Brechfa, 
BRECON  Aug.  15th  and  a  single  at  Pwll  Penarth,  MONTGOMERY  on  July  23rd. 

JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus  GIACH  FACH 

Only  small  numbers  of  this  secretive  species  were  recorded,  with  c.  50  birds  recorded  in  the  first 
winter  period  up  to  Apr.  19th  in  GWENT  (3),  GLAMORGAN  (23),  PEMBROKE  (5),  BRECON  (5), 
MONTGOMERY  (4),  MEIRIONNYDD  (1),  CAERNARFON  (1),  ANGLESEY  (10),  DENBIGH  (1) 
and  FLINT  (1).  In  the  second  winter  period  c.  45  birds  were  recorded  from  Sept.  28th  in 
GLAMORGAN  (18),  CARMARTHEN  (2),  PEMBROKE  (4),  BRECON  (4),  MONTGOMERY  (1), 
CAERNARFON  (1),  ANGLESEY  (15)  and  FLINT  (1).  The  largest  counts  were  7  at  Trowbridge 
GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  7th,  6  at  Penclawdd  there  on  Nov.  27th  and  6  at  Mynydd  Bodafon 
ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  1st. 

SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIACH  GYFFREDIN 

Monthly  max.  at  sites  with  significant  winter  counts  of  40  or  more  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb 

Mar 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR  Goldcliff 

26 

9 

9 

14 

18 

73 

14 

Llanwem 

182 

154 

48  m 

104 

115 

164 

GLAMORGAN 

Forest  Farm 

37 

48 

62  * 

4 

2 

KNNR 

55 

13 

33 

2 

9 

10 

23 

40 

R  Kenfig  Scrapes 

38 

40 

CARMARTHEN 

Taf 

13 

11 

13 

5 

66 

Penclacwydd 

73 

57 

29 

2 

5 

7 

12 

28 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

154 

107 

64 

3 

4 

131 

215 

CEREDIGION 

Cors  Caron 

15 

17 

21 

125 

48 

47 

BRECON 

Llangorse  Lake 

30-40 

80 

Llandefalle  Hill 

40 

40 

40 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn 

8 

12 

1 

28 

2 

22 

50 

20 

ANGLESEY 

Malltraeth  RSPB 

59 

49 

11 

Red  Wharf  Bay 

30 

25 

12 

83 

47 

FLINT 

Dee:  Point  of  Air 

90 

57 

72 

1 

11 

25 

51 

45 

Other  significant  counts  were  42  at  Clyne  Common  GLAMORGAN  on  Mar.  25th,  68  at  Tygwyn 
Pond,  Ffairfach  CARMARTHEN  on  Feb.  29th  with  100  at  Johnstown  there  on  Dec.  4th,  100+  at 
Newgale  Marsh  PEMBROKE  on  Jan.  10th,  46  at  Glasfynydd  Forest  BRECON  on  Nov.  25th,  c.100  at 
Cors  Crigyll  ANGLESEY  on  Dec.  15th,  63  at  Llyn  Alaw  there  on  Nov.  17th  and  42  at  Mynydd 
Bodafon  also  on  Nov.  17th,  35  at  Gronant  dunes  pool  FLINT  on  Nov.  5th. 


Very  little  systematic  breeding  information  is  available,  but  there  were  up  to  8  drumming  in  the  Waun 
Afon/Gam-yr-Erw  area  of  GWENT,  a  total  of  7  drumming  in  GLAMORGAN,  42  drumming  at  Cors 
Caron  CEREDIGION,  a  total  of  46  drumming  in  BRECON  with  a  max.  of  15-16  on  Mynydd  Epynt, 
10  prs.  at  Lake  Vymwy  MONTGOMERY,  one  giving  the  “chipping”  call  at  Penmaenpool, 
MEIRIONNYDD  and  3  drumming  in  CAERNARFON. 
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WOODCOCK  Scolopax  rusticola  CYFFYLOG 

All  records  of  roding  birds  are  given  and  all  would  be  welcome,  as  the  breeding  status  of  this  species 
in  Wales  remains  poorly  understood:  GWENT:  roding  birds  reported  at  Forest  Coal  Pit,  Llandevaud 
and  in  at  least  two  parts  of  Wentwood;  GLAMORGAN:  a  single  was  seen  in  suitable  breeding  habitat 
during  May  at  Groesfan  near  Deri;  BRECON:  roding  birds  were  reported  at  Llanwrthwl  in  June; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  no  roding  reported  but  c.4  present  at  Cynwyd  Forest  on  May  8th;  CAERNARFON: 
one  roding  at  Gwaun  Gynfi  and  one  at  Llyn  Bodgynydd;  DENBIGH:  a  nest  with  hatched  egg  shells  in 
Bonwm  Forest  on  July  18th;  FLINT:  one  at  Nercwys  Forest  on  June  6th. 

Outside  the  breeding  season  the  highest  counts  were  20  at  Pencader  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan.  7lh  and 
20  at  Talley  there  on  Jan.  8th. 


BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa  RHOSTOG  G YNFFONDD U 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  50  or  more  at  least  once)  were: 


Jan. 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec 

GWENT 

GLWR 

7 

4 

24 

4 

4 

43 

50 

33 

14 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

55 

5 

5 

5 

35 

10 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry(N) 

47 

80 

57 

50 

61 

48 

52 

64 

17 

17 

17 

7 

FLINT 

Dee:  Point  of  Air 

34 

1 

1 

1 

11 

5 

3 

80 

176 

Dee:  Flint/Bagillt 

914 

510 

4 

813 

2450 

1590 

450 

Dee:  Oakenholt 

290 

150 

1000 

2 

20 

2280 

2500 

1800 

327 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

185 

250 

150 

400 

134 

194 

250 

81 

1 

3 

75 

202 

NB.  Oakenholt  is  a  roost ,  while  Flint/Bagillt  Bank  are  low  tide  counts  (overlap  of  birds). 

Good  numbers  were  recorded  on  the  Dee  Est.  FLINT  in  the  second  winter  period.  Apart  from  the  sites 
tabulated  above  flocks  of  700+  were  seen  in  wet  coastal  fields  at  Warren  Farm,  Point  of  Air  and  at 
Greenfield  in  December.  Elsewhere  there  were  47  at  PW/SF  GWENT  in  April  and  40  on  the  Taf, 
CARMARTHEN  in  February. 

Inland  records  were  one  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Reservoir  GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  17th- 18th,  one  at 
Dinefwr  Ponds  CARMARTHEN  on  Apr.  9th,  two  on  Llangorse  Lake  at  Llangasty  BRECON  on  Dec. 
10th  and  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  2  on  Mar.  28*,  singles  on  July  22nd  &  23rd. 


BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L.  lapponica  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONFRITH 

Small  numbers  occur  in  most  coastal  counties  but  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts 
of  70  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

GWENT 

GLWR 

GLAMORGAN 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

3 

May  June  July 

121  2 

Aug 

2 

Sept 

6 

Oct. 

4 

Nov. 

1 

Dec 

2 

Burry'  (S)  2 

CARMARTHEN 

105 

80 

1 

40 

1 

300 

120 

120 

Burry(N) 

FLINT 

l 

120 

2 

4 

2 

2 

7 

1 

Dee:  Point  of  Air  3  3  3  7  11  1  2 

There  were  also  207  on  spring  passage  at  Ynys-las,  CEREDIGION 

1  1 14 

on  May  7th. 

60 

56 

60 

Inland  records  were  a  single  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Mar.  10th  and  another  there  on  May  6lh- 
8th  -  only  the  12th  and  13l  county  records. 

WHIMBREL  Numenius phaeopus  COEGYLFINIR 

There  were  again  a  number  of  wintering  birds.  One  at  the  Ogmore  Est.  GLAMORGAN  on  Mar.  3  rd- 
12th  was  thought  to  have  wintered.  There  was  one  on  Skokholm  PEMBROKE  on  Feb.  24th  and  one 
here  in  December,  and  one  was  seen  on  Skomer  until  the  island  was  vacated  on  Nov.  22nd.  One  spent 
the  first  winter  period  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON,  and  there  were  two  at  Bull  Bay  ANGLESEY  on 
Feb.  5th. 


104 


Spring  passage  began  on  Mar.  1 7th  and  continued  at  least  until  June  6th,  though  birds  were  recorded  at 
several  sites  in  GLAMORGAN  throughout  the  summer,  with  late  spring  passage  merging  into  early 
autumn  passage.  Definite  autumn  passage  was  recorded  from  July  2n  to  Oct.  1 2  . 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  70  at  least  once)  are  tabulated. 


Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

GWENT 

PW/SF 

87 

50 

5 

10 

3 

1 

GLWR 

125 

102 

3 

20 

33 

3 

Undy 

21 

72 

73 

3 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

30 

330 

25 

230 

175 

5 

Elsewhere  passage  max.  were,  in  PEMBROKE:  45  at  Whitesands  on  May  1st;  in  CEREDIGION:  79  at 
Llanrhystud  on  Apr.  30th;  in  MEIRIONNYDD:  a  max.  of  40  on  the  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  Est.  in  May  and 
in  CAERNARFON:  45  on  Bardsey  in  April.  The  largest  autumn  total  apart  from  the  sites  given  above 
was  32  at  Ynysmaengwyn  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Aug.  30th. 

Inland  records  were  6  at  Llangybi  GWENT  on  Apr.  30th  and  3  there  on  May  13th,  with  one  over 

A 

Dingestow  Court  on  Sep.  16  ;  two  over  Pwll  Waun  Cynon  GLAMORGAN  with  one  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Reservoir  on  Apr.  23rd;  a  max.  of  7  at  Gian  Du  CARMARTHEN  on  May  2nd  and  one  at 
Dinefwr  Ponds  there  on  May  12  ;  one  on  Mynydd  Epynt  BRECON  on  Apr.  19  ,  3  at  Llangorse  Lake 
on  Apr.  22nd  and  5  there  on  the  28th,  a  party  in  flight  over  Pennorth  on  May  8th  and  singles  at 
Llangorse  Lake  on  Aug.  14th  &  23rd;  9  at  Gladestry,  RADNOR  May  21st;  10  at  Llyn  Alaw 
ANGLESEY  on  May  13“ 

An  individual  of  the  American  race  hudsonicus,  known  as  Hudsonian  Whimbrel,  was  at  GL  WR 
Goldcliff,  GWENT  May  6lh  -  7th.  This  was  the  1st  Welsh  record  (see  pi 38). 

CURLEW  N.  arquata  GYLFINIR 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  500  at  least 
once)  are  tabulated. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr  May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov. 

Dec 

GLAMORGAN 

Burry  (S) 

645 

955 

570 

285  60 

195 

1385 

1785 

980 

575 

790 

950 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

495 

660 

419 

220  104 

578 

1330 

1576 

1260 

570 

304 

170 

T/T/G 

312 

666 

202 

262 

560 

45 

317 

712 

909 

PEMBROKE 
Cleddau  Est. 
CEREDIGION 

971 

830 

317 

1152 

637 

1071 

1167 

Dyfi  Est. 

333 

697 

873 

207  107 

96 

1097 

756 

803 

96 

490 

541 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy  RSPB 

113 

250 

105 

35  70 

110 

700 

700 

415 

150 

120 

120 

Traeth  Lafan 
FLINT 

1153 

1836 

1307 

1276 

2205 

1322 

1610 

1501 

Point  of  Air 

1001 

1145 

554 

631  98 

114 

1735 

1551 

1772 

1072 

789 

450 

Bagillt  Bank 

180 

810 

7 

2532 

560 

80 

Flocks  elsewhere  included  a  max.  of  450  at  PW/SF  GWENT  in  January,  a  max.  of  384  on  the 
Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  MEIRIONNYDD  in  December,  352  at  the  Dulas  Est.  ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  26th 
with  300  at  Cemlyn  there  in  November.  The  highest  count  from  the  inland  counties  was  47  at 
Glasbury  BRECON/RADNOR  in  January  and  40  there  in  December,  the  latter  the  lowest  winter  count 
here  since  counting  began  in  the  1950s. 

Breeding  records  are  very  incomplete,  but  systematic  reports  were:  GWENT:  birds  noted  on  territory 
at  13  sites;  GLAMORGAN:  birds  present  at  7  sites  but  breeding  only  confirmed  at  one; 
CARMARTHEN:  birds  seen  at  6  sites  but  breeding  only  confirmed  at  one;  PEMBROKE;  8  pairs 
nested  on  Skomer;  CEREDIGION:  13  pairs  were  located  at  Cors  Caron  and  5  pairs  at  Comins  Pen 
Banc;  BRECON:  49  pairs  were  located  during  the  breeding  season,  the  lowest  since  intensive 
recording  began,  although  a  few  areas  were  not  censused  this  year.  These  included  10  pairs  for  the 
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MOD  count  on  the  Sennybridge  range,  the  lowest  total  ever  here;  MONTGOMERY:  2  prs.  at  Lake 
Vyrnwy,  5  prs.  at  Cwm  Nant  yr  Eira  and  3  prs.  at  Guilsfield;  MEIRIONNYDD:  birds  present  at  10 
sites  including  c.5  pairs  on  Moel  Ffema,  Berwyn  and  several  pairs  at  Morfa  Harlech; 
CAERNARFON:  birds  present  at  6  sites;  ANGLESEY:  birds  present  at  2  sites;  DENBIGH:  10  pairs 
between  Holt  and  Worthenbury,  5  pairs  at  Trevalyn  Meadows,  2+  pairs  at  Burton  Meadows  and  2 
pairs  at  Hawarden  Airfield,  FLINT. 

SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringa  erythropus*  PIBYDD  COESGOCH  MANNOG 

Winter  records  were:  GLAMORGAN:  one  in  the  Ogmore  Est.  on  Dec.  30th;  CARMARTHEN:  3  at 
Penclacwydd  in  January,  7  in  February  and  4  in  December;  PEMBROKE:  one  at  Sandy  Haven  in 
January  and  February,  3  at  Hook  on  Jan.  13th  and  4  there  on  Feb.  25th;  CEREDIGION:  one  at  the  Dyfi 
Est.  on  Feb.  26th;  CAERNARFON:  one  at  Foryd  Bay  in  February;  FLINT:  4  at  DNS  Reserve  on  Jan. 
16th,  4  on  Flint  foreshore  on  Dec.  10th,  13  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  in  January,  14  in  February  and  7  in 
December.  Inland  a  single  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  on  Sept.  26th.  A  summary  of  all 


records: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

24  27  17 

Apr 

16 

May 

5 

June 

2 

July 

5 

Aug 

25 

Sept. 

28 

Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

23  18  16 

REDSHANK  T.  totanus 

PIBYDD  COESGOCH 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300  at  least 
once)  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Rhymney  Est. 

800 

380 

450 

550 

420 

1000 

460 

460 

112 

Burry  (S) 

215 

480 

340 

15 

5 

220 

20 

160 

330 

485 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

489 

487 

268 

285 

29 

315 

460 

380 

383 

360 

115 

186 

T/T/G 

278 

121 

91 

60 

100 

286 

136 

173 

148 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

517 

507 

280 

260 

335 

429 

719 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy  RSPB 

116 

230 

200 

120 

11 

70 

65 

166 

400 

250 

230 

Foryd  Bay 

220 

200 

230 

140 

16 

110 

247 

420 

290 

685 

530 

Traeth  Lafan 

724 

384 

587 

51 

26 

542 

1270 

830 

FLINT 

Point  of  Air 

300 

190 

320 

62 

1 

4 

16 

2 

1164 

111, 

450 

Flint  Sands 

300 

65 

637 

280 

500 

1150 

245 

252 

Oakenholt 

20 

200 

68 

2 

176 

1600 

2500 

395 

300 

IMF 

250 

75 

90 

450 

4 

21 

20 

1 

0 

95 

248 

307 

Reports  of  breeding  or  possible  breeding  were:  GWENT:  at  least  6  pairs  on  territory  at 
PW/SF/Marshfield  on  Apr.  22nd  with  young  seen  later,  2  pairs  at  St.  Brides  on  Apr.  9th  and  4+  on  May 
20th,  one  pair  bred  successfully  at  GLWR  Goldcliff  and  one  was  on  Magor  Moor  on  June  4th; 
CEREDIGION:  9  prs.  bred  at  Cors  Caron  and  17  prs.  bred  Ynyshir;  BRECON:  territorial  and 
courtship  display  was  noted  at  Llangasty  with  a  max.  of  5  birds  seen,  but  the  birds  moved  on 
following  flooding  in  April,  2  were  also  seen  displaying  at  Llangorse  Lake  in  March; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  bred  at  Penmaenpool,  with  c.  3  pairs  on  May  24th  and  8  vocal  birds  on  June  8th, 
breeding  also  reported  on  the  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  Est.;  CAERNARFON:  two  pairs  were  holding 
territories  at  Morfa  Madryn  on  May  28  ;  FLINT:  two  pairs  displayed  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  but  no 
evidence  of  successful  nesting. 

GREENSHANK  T.  nebularia  PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  20  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  below 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

CARMARTHEN 

Penclacwydd 

2 

3 

4 

3 

3 

1 

14 

28 

44 

23 

3 

1 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1  1 

8 

13 

20 

37 

33 

10 

27 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  est. 

1 

13 

1 

23 

27 

20 

7 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

7 

5 

6 

4 

1 

10 

14 

20 

13 

8 

8 

FLINT 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

9 

13 

25 

10 

5 

4 

Other  winter  records  were  GLAMORGAN:  one  at  Baglan  Bay  on  Jan.  18th;  CARMARTHEN:  4  on 
the  Taf  and  2  on  the  Gwendraeth  in  December;  CAERNARFON:  9  at  Aber  Ogwen  in  January  and 
February  with  7  here  in  December,  3  in  Pwllheli  harbour  in  January  and  February  and  one  in  Bangor 
harbour  on  Feb.  16th;  ANGLESEY:  2  at  Foel  in  January  and  February  with  one  here  in  December,  2  at 
Red  Wharf  Bay  in  January  and  February  with  one  here  in  December  and  one  at  Church  Island  in 
January;  FLINT:  one  at  Flint  foreshore  on  Dec.  10th,  2  at  Oakenholt  on  Dec.  12th  with  3  the  next  day. 

Inland  at  Dolydd  Hafren  Apr.  2nd  &  July  23rd  -  25th  and  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  July  2nd  -  7th,  both 

MONTGOMERY.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan  Feb  Mar  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

38  35  44  34  56  8  74  116  267  120  45  59 

LESSER  YELLOWLEGS  T  flavipes*  MELYNGOES  BACH 

A  first  winter  bird  was  at  Laughame  CARMARTHEN  from  Nov.  12th  until  March  2001 . 


GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus  PIBYDD  GWYRDD 

There  were  27-28  wintering  in  the  early  months  and  17-22  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  GWENT  (2  &  1), 
GLAMORGAN  (16  &  8),  CARMARTHEN  (6  &  3),  CEREDIGION  (0  &  3),  BRECON  (2-3  &  1-6) 
and  BRECON/RADNOR  (  1-2  &  1).  A  bird  returned  to  Llanddewi  Brefi  CEREDIGION  in  the  second 
winter  period,  having  been  absent  the  previous  winter  after  9  consecutive  winters  there. 

On  passage  numbers  were  small  everywhere,  with  max. of  10  at  Gobion  GWENT  and  9  at  GLWR 
there,  both  in  August,  up  to  7  at  Cors  Caron  CEREDIGION  in  autumn,  7  at  Scethrog  BRECON  on 
July  8th  and  6  at  Dolydd  Hafren,  MONTGOMERY  July  27th. 


WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  glareola*  PIBYDD  Y GRAEAN 

A  total  of  c.20  recorded,  in  GLAMORGAN  (2),  CARMARTHEN  (2),  PEMBROKE  (6), 
CEREDIGION  (2),  CAERNARFON  (4)  and  ANGLESEY  (3).  Only  one  late  spring  record  of  a  single 
at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas,  MONTGOMERY  June  19th,  while  in  autumn  birds  were  recorded  between  2nd 
July  and  30th  September.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Glamorgan 

Carmarthen 

Pembroke 

Ceredigion 

Montgomery 

Caernarfon 

Anglesey 

TOTAL 


June  July 


Aug  Sept 

1  1 

I  1 

3  1 

1  I 

1  1 

1  2 

8  7 


COMMON  SANDPIPER  Actitis  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y  DORLAN 

Records  of  wintering  birds  were  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  GWENT  on  Dec.  20^-28^,  one  at  Cardiff 
Bay  GLAMORGAN  in  January  and  February,  with  three  there  in  December,  one  on  the  River  Taff 
here  on  Jan.  2nd,  two  at  Neath  Abbey  Marsh  on  Jan.  9th  with  one  here  again  on  Dec.  30th  and  two  on 
the  Afan  estuary  on  Jan.  14th.  One  was  on  the  Tywi  at  Llangadog  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan.  17th,  one  at 
Westfield  PEMBROKE  on  several  dates  in  Jan.  with  2  on  Feb.  20th,  a  single  at  Milford  Docks  here  on 
Feb.  2nd- 11th  and  one  overwintered  at  the  Teifi  Estuary  PEMBROKE/CEREDIGION  in  the  first 
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winter  period,  with  another  at  Ynys-las  CEREDIGION  in  the  first  winter  period.  There  was  one  at 
Great  Porthamel  BRECON  on  Jan.  1st,  one  at  Glasbury  BRECON/RADNOR  on  Dec.  23rd,  one  on 
Afon  Conwy  at  Tal-y-Cafn  CAERNARFON  on  Dec.  6th  and  one  on  Afon  Cefni  at  Malltraeth 
ANGLESEY  in  December. 

Breeding  records  for  this  species  are  incomplete.  Breeding  was  thought  to  have  occurred  on  several 
parts  of  the  Usk  GWENT,  with  3  young  seen  at  Abergavenny,  and  a  pair  displaying  at  Rente hurch  on 
the  Monnow  here,  a  pair  and  2  young  at  Gam-yr-erw  and  possible  breeding  at  Gamlydan.  One  pair 
was  confirmed  breeding  at  Rhaslas  Pond  GLAMORGAN  with  two  other  pairs  present  here,  a  pair  was 
thought  to  have  bred  at  Blaen  Rhymney,  and  a  pair  bred  at  Old  Velindre  Steelworks  with  2  juveniles 
seen.  Birds  were  seen  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  at  several  other  sites  in  the  county.  There  were  2-3 
pairs  at  Carmarthen  By-pass  CARMARTHEN  on  May  21st  and  2  pairs  on  Afon  Cothi  at  Edwinsford 
here  on  June  26  .  10  territories  were  recorded  on  the  Usk  between  Talybont  Res.  and  Pencelli 
BRECON  and  6  territories  between  Llyswen  and  Ffordd  Fawr  here,  with  3  pairs  fledging  young.  4 
pairs  held  territory  on  Afon  Llia,  and  breeding  was  also  recorded  at  Peterstone  Court  (Brecon), 
Talybont  Res.,  the  Usk  reservoir  and  the  Irfon  near  Llanwrtyd  Wells.  In  MONTGOMERY  4  prs.  bred 
Dolydd  Hafren  and  a  one  pair  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas.  Two  pairs  were  displaying  at  Llyn  Cwm-mynach 
MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  3rd  with  birds  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  at  4  other  sites.  There  were  three 
territories  at  Llyn  Conwy  CAERNARFON  on  June  25th,  with  birds  in  suitable  breeding  habitat  at 
three  other  sites. 

TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 


The  monthly 

max. 

at  the 

main  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at 

least  once)  are 

tabulated  below 

as 

available. 

Jan 

Feb 

Mar  Apr 

May 

June  July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

/Yov. 

Dec 

GLAMORGAN 

Aberthaw 

50 

4 

6 

Burry  (S) 

110 

295 

140 

111 

86 

1 

2 

Blackpill 

138 

67 

131  22 

1 

4 

147 

74 

88 

Port  Talbot 
Harb  /  Afan 

20 

43 

45  54 

6 

31 

38 

15 

10 

11 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

17 

51 

44 

40 

18 

51 

PEMBROKE 
Cleddau  Est. 
CEREDIGION 

45 

34 

46 

40 

38 

77 

29 

Aberaeron 

36 

105 

54 

107 

79 

73 

64 

CAERNARFON 

Foryd  Bay 

82 

80 

46 

2 

16 

58 

72 

87 

101 

RED-NECKED  PHALAROPE  Phalaropus  lobatus*  LLYDANDROED  GYDDFGOCH 

There  was  a  juvenile  at  the  Ogmore  Estuary,  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  12th- 16th,  and  a  female  at 
Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  on  June  24th-25th. 

GREY  PHALAROPE  P.  fulicarius  *  LL YDANDROED  LL WYD 

Unusual  numbers  of  this  species  appeared  at  sites  along  the  west  coast  in  late  autumn  and  winter. 

All  records  were;  GLAMORGAN:  a  juvenile  at  Egwys  Nunydd  Reservoir  on  Sept.  1 5th- 1 8th  and  one 
at  Ogmore-by-Sea  on  Oct.  4th;  PEMBROKE:  a  single  past  Strumble  Head  on  Aug.  24th,  then  one  or 
two  Sept.  9th  -  Nov.  22nd,  with  4  on  Oct.  25th,  with  a  single  at  Newgale  there  on  Dec.  13th,  then  2  Dec. 
15th  -  23rd,  one  remaining  until  the  25th;  CEREDIGION:  one  at  Aberystwyth  Oct.  2nd,  one  at  Ynys-las 
on  Oct.  10th  and  2  at  Ynys-hir  on  Oct.  15th,  one  at  Aberaeron  on  Oct.  31st  -  Nov.  1st,  an  injured  bird  at 
Cei  Bach  on  Dec.  6lh  and  up  to  4  at  Aberystwyth  on  Dec.  14th  -  18th;  MEIRIONNYDD:  two  at  the 
Broadwater,  Tywyn  Dec.  23rd-24th;  CAERNARFON:  one  on  Bardsey  on  Sept.  2nd,  two  on  Sept.  28th 
and  two  on  Oct.  4th;  a  single  adult  at  Porthmadog  on  Nov.  1st  was  joined  by  a  juvenile  on  the  3rd,  both 
birds  staying  until  the  5th,  then  a  first  winter  bird  here  on  Dec.  14th  and  an  adult  on  Dec.  1 5th-22nd. 
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POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius  pomarinus  *  SGIW'EN  FRECH 

In  total  75  birds  were  recorded  from  coastal  locations  in  GLAMORGAN  (2),  PEMBROKE  (57), 
CAERNARFON  (8)  and  ANGLESEY  (8).  Records  began  with  one  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE 
on  Jan.  3rd,  and  finished  with  one  at  Penmaenmawr,  CAERNARFON  on  Dec.  25th.  There  were  only  2 
spring  records,  at  Sker  Point.  GLAMORGAN  on  May  7th,  and  at  Bardsev  CAERNARFON  also  on 
May  7th.  All  the  other  records  were  in  autumn,  between  Aug.  3rd  and  Nov.  9th,  with  one  at  Lavemock 
Point.  GLAMORGAN  Oct.  30th.  In  PEMBROKE:  2  were  recorded  in  the  Celtic  Deep  on  Aug.  2Ul 
with  another  on  Aug.  29th,  singles  passed  Skokholm  on  Sept.  3rd  and  Ramsey  on  Oct.  24th,  and  51 
passed  Strumble  Head  on  27  dates  between  Aug.  3rd  and  Nov.  9th,  max.  6  on  Aug.  26th.  All  of  the 
other  CAERNARFON  records  were  from  Bardsey,  with  singles  on  Aug.  24th,  25th  and  3D1,  Sept.  2nd, 
Oct.  30th  and  313t.  In  ANGLESEY:  3  passed  Point  Lynas  on  Sept.  9th,  with  2  on  Oct.  2nQ  and  singles 
on  Oct.  8lh  and  Nov.  3rd,  and  one  passed  Cemlvn  on  Oct.  2nd. 

ARCTIC  SKUA  5.  parasiticus  SGIWEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

A  minimum  of  305  birds  were  recorded,  from  GLAMORGAN  (13),  GOWER  (4),  CARMARTHEN 
(1),  PEMBROKE  (218).  CEREDIGION  (9).  CAERNARFON  (34+)  and  ANGLESEY  (26).  A  total  of 
13  birds  were  recorded  in  spring  between  Apr.  17th  and  June  22nd,  with  9  in  GLAMORGAN  at 
Porthcawl  and  Lavernock  Point,  3  in  GOWER  at  Penclawdd.  Tutt  Head  and  Port  Eynon,  and  one  at 
Abertvstwyth.  CEREDIGION.  Autumn  passage  was  noted  from  July  10th  until  Nov.  10th,  with  the 
majority  of  records  from  Strumble  Head.  PEMBROKE  where  213  passed  on  61  dates,  max.  17  on 
Sept.  6l\  An  unspecified  total  passed  Bardsey  CAERNARFON,  max.  17  on  Aug.  22nd.  20  birds  were 
logged  at  Point  Lynas.  ANGLESEY  between  Sept.  2nd  and  Nov.  10th.  All  other  records  wrere  from 
scattered  coastal  locations,  the  peak  being  3  off  Cemlvn.  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  2nd.  Singles  were 
recorded  from  pelagic  trips  from  Pellheli  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  20th  and  in  the  Celtic  Deep 
PEMBROKE  on  Aug.  21st. 

LONG-TAILED  SKUA  S.  longicaudus  *  SGIIVEN  LOST  FAIN 

A  total  of  21  birds  were  recorded  during  the  autumn,  from  PEMBROKE  (12),  CAERNARFON  (8) 
and  ANGLESEY  (1).  A  total  of  1 1  singles  were  recorded  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  between 
Aug.  2nd  and  Oct.  25th,  and  a  single  passed  Ramsey  on  Oct.  25th.  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  had  its 
best  year  ever,  with  3  on  Sept.  6th,  3  on  Sept.  7th,  and  singles  on  Sept.  12th  and  Oct.  30th.  Two  of  these 
eight  birds  were  adults.  One  passed  Point  Lynas.  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  2nd. 
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GREAT  SKUA  Catharacta  skua*  SGIWEN  FA  WR 

A  total  of  285  birds  were  recorded,  from  scattered  coastal  locations  in  GLAMORGAN  (4), 
PEMBROKE  (218),  CEREDIGION  (6),  MEIRIONYDD  (1),  CAERNARFON  (27),  and  ANGLESEY 
(29).  The  only  early  winter  record  was  of  one  at  Ynys-las  CEREDIGION  on  Jan.  16th.  In  spring, 
singles  were  recorded  at  Nash  Point  on  May  14th  and  Porthcawl  on  May  25th,  both  GLAMORGAN, 
and  one  was  off  Morfa  Harlech  MEIRIONNYDD  on  May  30th.  Autumn  passage  was  noted  from  July 
1 1th  to  Dec.  14th,  with  the  majority  of  records  at  Strumble  Head  PEMBROKE  where  202  passed  on  56 
dates,  max.  17  on  Sept. 2nd,  last  on  Dec.  14th.  Other  notable  counts  were  a  total  of  24  birds  passing 
Bardsey  CAERNARFON,  max.  5  on  Sept.  8th,  and  26  birds  past  Point  Lynas  ANGLESEY,  max.  12 
on  Nov.  7th. 

MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Larus  melanocephalus*  GWYLAN MOR  Y CANOLDIR 

The  number  of  sightings  continues  to  grow.  Recorded  throughout  the  year,  with  a  maximum  of  364  in 
total,  in  GWENT  (24),  E.  GLAMORGAN  (47),  GOWER  (min.  54),  CARMARTHEN  (15), 
PEMBROKE  imax.  105),  CEREDIGION  (max.  57),  MEIRIONYDD  (20),  CAERNARFON  (36)  and 
ANGLESEY  (6).  Given  the  frequency  with  which  birds  are  now  recorded,  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain 
the  true  number  of  individuals  involved  due  to  long  stays  and  movement  of  birds  between  sites. 

The  general  pattern  is  of  records  from  widely  scattered  coastal  sites,  with  a  few  a  short  distance 
inland,  but  none  from  inland  counties.  The  single  best  site  was  again  Blackpill,  GOWER  where  a 
min.  of  42  birds  were  recorded  on  143  separate  days  up  to  May  10'"  and  from  June  27th,  with  a  peak 
count  of  27  birds  on  Sept.  13th.  Other  peak  counts  included  7  adults  and  a  second-summer  at 
Penclacwydd,  CARMARTHEN  on  July  10  ,  with  4  adults  at  nearby  Llanelli  North  Dock  on  July  27th, 
4  adults  in  Cardiff  Bay  on  Feb.  19th,  and  4  past  Porthcawl,  E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Oct.  26th.  Apart 
from  a  minimum  of  30  birds  at  Bardsey  in  the  autumn,  records  were  relatively  scarce  in  North  Wales. 

An  analyisis  of  ages  and  presence  by  month  reveals  the  expected  dominance  of  adult  birds,  a  drop  off 
from  the  wintering  population  with  a  peak  in  February  to  low  numbers  in  spring/early  summer,  and 
then  a  steady  build  up  in  July  with  peak  numbers  in  autumn  before  numbers  settle  down  for  the  winter 
period.  Approximate  monthly  totals  (by  presence)  away  from  Bardsey  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec 

adult 

21 

38 

17 

4 

6 

39 

42 

45 

42 

21 

28 

2nd  year 

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 

4 

6 

9 

5 

3 

6 

8 

1st  year 

3 

5 

4 

4 

6 

1 

1 

9 

13 

14 

3 

4 

total 

31 

46 

23 

9 

7 

11 

46 

60 

63 

59 

30 

40 

Several  birds  were  noted  bearing  ‘darvic’  rings,  including  a  first-summer  at  the  GLWR  Goldcliff, 
GWENT  on  May.  17th,  an  adult  at  Peterstone  Wentlooge/Sluice  Farm,  GWENT  on  July  29th,  and  an 
adult  in  Cardiff  Bay,  GLAMORGAN  on  Jan.  23rd  and  Feb.  13th.  An  adult  marked  1AM  was  at  the 
Ogmore  Estuary,  GLAMORGAN  from  Feb.  18th-25th,  with  another  adult  with  a  white  ring  there  Nov. 
14th,  an  adult  marked  60X  for  its  fourth  winter  at  Fishguard  Harbour,  PEMBROKE  with  another 
marked  67Z  there  and  at  the  Nevem  Estuary.  This  latter  record  involves  a  bird  moving  between  sites 
some  10  miles  apart.  All  of  those  identified  with  rings  were  traced  back  to  either  Dutch  or  Belgian 
colonies. 

LITTLE  GULL  L.  minutus *  GWYLAN  FECHAN 

A  total  of  91  recorded  altogether  (cf.  160  in  1999)  and  seen  in  every  month,  in  GWENT  (7), 
GLAMORGAN  (5),  CARMARTHEN  (4),  PEMBROKE  (24),  CEREDIGION  (17),  BRECON  (6), 
MONTGOMERY  (1),  MEIRIONNYDD  (2),  CAERNARFON  (18),  ANGLESEY  (5)  and  FLINT  (2). 

At  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  a  total  of  21  recorded  on  9  dates  between  Sept.  24th  and  Dec.  14th. 
max.  8  on  Dec.  14th,  and  13  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  between  Aug.  21st  and  Nov.  13th.  Monthly 
totals  for  records  where  dates  were  specified  were: 
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Jan 

6 


Feb 

4 


Nov 

9 


Dec 

22 


Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept  Oct 

2  9  4  -  -  4  6  5 


Where  ages  were  given,  immatures  (juveniles  and  first-winters)  outnumbered  adults  roughly  2:1.  The 
best  season  was  winter,  with  a  peak  of  records  in  the  west  in  December  no  doubt  related  to  westerly 
gales,  but  also  a  distinct  spring  passage  peaking  in  April  from  sites  across  the  country,  including 
inland  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  where  there  were  2  adults  Apr.  4th,  a  juv.  on  Apr.  6th,  2  juveniles 
on  Aug.  23rd  and  another  on  Sept.  27th. 


SABINE’S  GULL  L.  sabini* 


GWYLAN  SABINE 


Majority  of  records,  as  usual,  from  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  where  17  passed  on  11  dates 
between  Aug.  30th  and  Oct.  25th,  max.  6  on  Oct.  2nd.  Of  these,  there  were  single  adults  in  August  & 
September,  a  single  juvenile  in  September  and  14  more  in  October.  A  juvenile  passed  Bardsey 
CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  25th,  and  a  juv.  passed  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  Oct.  2n  with  2  on  Nov. 


10th. 


BLACK-HEADED  GULL  L.  ridibundus  GWYLAN  PENDDU 

Systematic  counts  from  14  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  very  common  species: 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Ogmore  Est. 

2450 

1000 

200 

40 

8 

0 

480 

600 

600 

726 

484 

500 

Cardiff  Bay 

2220 

400 

500 

250 

500 

600 

800 

Rhymney  Est. 

21 

1000 

650 

700 

Blackpill 

3040 

2960 

356 

16 

31 

242 

2104 

2127 

1 104 

4560 

3520 

5040 

Port  Talbot 

480 

356 

52 

62 

173 

330 

213 

234 

299 

262 

Burry  (S) 

175 

105 

50 

20 

3 

1155 

4525 

5560 

900 

455 

280 

370 

CARMARTHEN 

Burrv  (N) 

165 

1 14 

29 

29 

31 

356 

370 

1272 

2111 

345 

275 

108 

Upper  Loughor 

621 

819 

99 

36 

28 

447 

1125 

1460 

422 

229 

914 

497 

T/T/G 

187 

528 

853 

633 

146 

850 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

1524 

1283 

1231 

2347 

877 

1769 

1821 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

75 

263 

530 

139 

145 

229 

542 

539 

1309 

192 

1269 

2100 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D/Glas. 

60 

400 

300 

120 

265 

142 

420 

240 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy  Est. 

600 

800 

200 

4 

73 

160 

237 

500 

129 

120 

100 

100 

Significant  winter  counts  not  in  the  above  table  included  2-3,000  on  GLWR,  GWENT  on  Mar.  9th, 
1,000  at  the  Teifi  Estuary,  PEMBROKE/CEREDIGION  in  Jan./Feb.,  1,700  at  Llangorse  Lake, 
BRECON  on  Feb.  22nd,  940  Bangor  Harbour,  CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  2nd,  and  2,045  at  Llyn  Alaw, 
ANGLESEY  on  17th  Nov. 


Breeding  information  was  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  no  breeding;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  no 
breeding,  but  2  pairs  displayed  at  Butetown  Pond  from  Mar.  to  July;  GOWER:  bred  at  Seven  Sisters 
with  350  adults  (200  on  pool)  seen  with  24  young  plus  10  nests  with  eggs;  CARMARTHEN:  15  pairs 
raised  26  young  at  Penclacwydd;  PEMBROKE:  no  breeding  but  2  adults  summered  at  the  Gann 
Estuary;  BRECON:  60  adults  raised  at  least  31  young  at  Brechfa  Pool,  70  birds  including  several 
young  at  Llyn  Dwr  on  July  1st,  some  of  which  may  have  come  from  Llyn  Traeth-bach  where  there 
were  25  pairs  on  Apr.  29th  but  had  gone  by  the  end  of  June,  and  15  pairs  at  Llyn  Login  but  no 
breeding  proven;  MONTGOMERY:  12  prs.  fledged  18  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas,  1st  breeding  at  this  site 
and  300  adults  at  Llyn  y  Tarw  on  May  7l  but  none  there  on  June  26th;  ANGLESEY:  440  birds  fledged 
a  max.  of  1 50  chicks  at  Cemlyn,  and  there  was  a  large  colony  at  Llyn  Alaw  but  no  details. 
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RING-BILLED  GULL  L.  delawarensis*  GWYLAN  FODRWYBIG 

A  relatively  poor  year  with  records  probably  only  relating  to  10  birds  in  E.  GLAMORGAN  (3), 
GOWER  (3),  PEMBROKE  (1),  CAERNARFON  (2),  and  ANGLESEY  (1)  as  follows:  an  adult  in 
Cardiff  Bay,  E.  GLAMORGAN  from  Jan.  1st  to  Feb.  26th,  with  a  second-summer  there  Apr.  15th,  a 
second-winter  at  Rhymney  Est.  on  Jan.  2nd  and  an  adult  at  Ogmore  Est.  Dec.  21st  -  26th.  In  GOWER,  2 
different  adults  were  recorded  at  Blackpill/West  Cross  from  Jan.  2nd  to  Mar.  29th,  with  presumably  one 
of  these  visiting  Swansea  Docks  on  Jan  15th,  and  a  second-year  also  at  Blackpill  on  Apr.  23rd.  An 
adult  was  in  Fishguard  Harbour,  PEMBROKE  from  Jan.  7  to  25th.  In  CAERNARFON:  an  adult 
visited  Conwy  RSPB  Reserve  on  Jan.  27th  and  Mar.  16th,  and  a  second-year  visited  the  same  site  on 
Feb.  6th,  July  7th,  Aug.  17th  and  23rd,  and  probably  the  same  bird  was  seen  at  Caerhun  on  25th  Apr.  A 
first-winter  was  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on  Dec.  7th.  There  was  a  distinct  early  year  peak,  with 
monthly  totals  by  presence  being: 


Jan  Feb 
Adults  4  3 

2nd  1  1 


Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug  Sept.  Oct.  Nov 
2 

3  1  1 


Dec 

1 

1 


COMMON  GULL  L.  canus  GWYLAN  Y  GWEUNYDD 

Systematic  counts  from  8  sites  give  some  indication  of  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common 


Welsh  species: 

Jan. 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec 

GLAMORGAN 

Blackpill 

1460 

1480 

1283 

310 

59 

45 

86 

132 

132 

503 

1022 

564 

Burry  (S) 

455 

175 

40 

60 

3 

1480 

5060 

190 

80 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

1 

220 

1 

4 

4 

20 

19 

4 

21 

3 

Upper  Loughor 

52 

240 

24 

21 

1 

12 

9 

21 

121 

137 

T/T/G 

819 

20 

47 

326 

170 

600 

CEREDIGION 

Dyfi  Est. 

42 

31 

2 

3 

2 

46 

23 

31 

57 

119 

295 

MEIRIONNYDD 

D/Glas. 

20 

60 

60 

30 

10 

4 

30 

42 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy  Est. 

836 

800 

300 

8 

2 

2 

6 

45 

50 

100 

100 

Other  records  of  note  included:  GWENT:  1,000+  at  Monmouth  on  Dec.  12th;  GLAMORGAN:  250 
Aberavon  Beach  Nov.  17th,  250  Sandfields,  Port  Talbot,  Dec.  10th,  250  Eglwys  Nunydd  Dec.  24th,  200 
on  the  Cardiff  foreshore  on  Dec.  30th  and  200  Swansea  Beach  Dec.  30l  ;  PEMBROKE:  2,000  Teifi 
Est.  January  /  February  and  300  Angle  Bay  Mar.  10th;  BRECON:  only  3  records  all  year  with  singles 
at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Feb.  28th,  Apr.  4th  and  Oct.  16th;  MEIRIONNYDD:  300+  Pont  Dysynni  Nov. 
13th;  CAERNARFON:  925  at  Morfa  Aber  in  July,  600+  at  Glan-y-mor  Elias  Aug.  3rd  and  300  at  Porth 
Dinllaen  Dec.  31st. 


LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  LEIAF 

Systematic  counts  at  8  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common  species  at  the  coast: 


Jan. 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

GLAMORGAN 

Cardiff  Bay 

594 

40 

150 

150 

Blackpill 

26 

64 

68 

76 

59 

Port  Talbot 

32 

58 

60 

90 

117 

Burry  (S) 

15 

35 

30 

45 

90 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

10 

27 

8 

53 

121 

Upper  Loughor 

29 

63 

79 

88 

91 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

17 

30 

1246 

CAERNARFON 

Conwy  RSPB 

1 

10 

12 

10 

20 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

500 

331 

900 

300 

106 

114 

129 

37 

42 

28 

31 

77 

89 

95 

19 

22 

30 

19 

195 

110 

125 

5 

50 

20 

4 

207 

207 

139 

13 

24 

28 

28 

55 

324 

240 

391 

41 

141 

40 

114 

336 

625 

118 

22 

20 

15 

5 

2 

1 

1 

112 


Elsewhere  the  peak  count  in  GWENT  was  147  at  GLWR  in  July,  500  passed  Lavemock  Point, 
GLAMORGAN  on  June  14th,  where  there  were  732  inland  at  Trecatti  landfill  on  Nov.  20th,  well  down 
on  the  maximum  of  the  previous  3  years.  The  landfill  at  Briton  Ferry,  GLAMORGAN  attracted  200 
birds  on  May  3rd,  and  there  were  72  at  Swansea  Docks  on  June  17th.  In  CARMARTHEN  there  were 
22  inland  at  Taliaris,  whilst  in  neighbouring  PEMBROKE  the  largest  roost  count  at  Llys-y-fran 
Reservoir  was  2,000  on  Jan.  23rd.  In  BRECON  the  peak  at  Llangorse  Lake  was  1,050  on  Oct.  16th, 
with  300  at  Crai  in  July/August.  On  ANGLESEY  394  were  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  Sept.  18th. 

Breeding  was  as  follows:  GWENT:  25-30  pairs  on  2  factory  roofs  in  Newport  plus  probable  breeding 
at  Corns  Llanwem;  GLAMORGAN:  breeding  confirmed  on  several  rooftops  in  Cardiff,  and  breeding 
confirmed  at  Maesteg  and  a  total  of  9  pairs  on  rooftops  in  Port  Talbot;  PEMBROKE:  10,007  pairs  on 
Skomer,  2,419  pairs  on  Skokholm,  both  a  continued  decline;  CEREDIGION:  29  nests  along  the  coast, 
with  1,654  nests  on  Cardigan  Island,  and  a  pair  roof  nesting  in  Abersystwyth;  MEIRIONNYDD:  a 
pair  attempted  roof  top  nesting  in  Tywyn;  CAERNARFON:  594  incubating  eggs  on  Bardsey,  with 
379  young  seen,  and  4  pairs  at  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr. 

Adults  of  the  race  L.f.  intermedius  were  recorded  at  Nantyffyllon,  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  6th, 
Fishguard  Harbour,  PEMBROKE  on  Dec.  7th,  at  Porth  Dinllaen  on  Oct.  3 1st  and  at  Abersoch  Harbour 
on  Nov.  1st  both  CAERNARFON.  An  adult  of  the  race  L.f.  fuscus  was  seen  at  Bangor  Harbour. 
CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  2nd. 


HERRING  GULL  L.  argentatus  GWYLAN  Y PENWAIG 

Systematic  counts  from  13  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurence  for  this  very  common  species: 


Jan 

Feb. 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

GLAMORGAN 

Ogmore  Est. 

10 

21 

400 

125 

450 

33 

50 

50 

10 

80 

50 

Blackpill 

2801 

1956 

2054 

389 

229 

570 

1636 

920 

264 

1770 

2798 

1500 

Port  Talbot 

332 

434 

335 

272 

226 

157 

1 16 

232 

214 

281 

261 

235 

Burry  (S) 

235 

325 

185 

285 

880 

2995 

4790 

2900 

190 

275 

580 

750 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

17 

18 

103 

88 

238 

72 

73 

615 

158 

781 

633 

953 

Upper  Loughor 

23 

175 

63 

116 

274 

133 

494 

114 

265 

1760 

71 

T/T/G 

4 

262 

23 

3 

114 

91 

48 

PEMBROKE 

Cleddau  Est. 

221 

191 

430 

233 

221 

267 

234 

MEIRIONNYDD 

Artro 

53 

114 

46 

83 

45 

52 

68 

32 

1 19 

71 

D/GIas 

74 

76 

106 

245 

44 

103 

190 

CAERNARFON 

Bardsey 

255 

600 

500 

800 

800 

154 

47 

660 

Conwy  RSPB 

200 

400 

120 

45 

100 

108 

120 

140 

40 

50 

60 

120 

Nefyn 

90 

150 

90 

88 

65 

35 

75 

45 

Selected  other  counts  included:  GWENT:  peak  count  was  100  at  St.  Brides  on  Sept.  17lh; 
GLAMORGAN:  1,200  on  the  Rhymney  Estuary  in  Jan.,  rising  to  1,500  in  Feb.  and  2,000  in  Mar,  with 
1,700  in  Cardiff  Bay  in  Nov.  and  2,000+  at  Bryn  Pica  landfill  on  Dec.  17th,  970  Briton  Ferry  landfill 
June  24th  and  1,200  Aberavon  Beach  Jan.  9th;  BRECON:  peak  count  was  90  at  Pontsticill  on  Feb.  13lh; 
CAERNARFON:  2,800  Bangor  Harbour  Feb.  2nd;  ANGLESEY:  947  Llyn  Cefni  Sept.  18th,  1,154 
Llyn  Alaw  Dec.  15th  and  1,700  Braint  Estuary  June  3rd,  nearly  all  of  which  were  lst/2nd  summer  birds. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  40  nests  on  the  Pirelli  factory  in  Newport,  10  chicks  seen 
on  Denny  Island,  and  probably  bred  at  Corns  Llanwem  and  Dunlop  Semtex;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  5 
pairs  at  Tyndale  Industrial  Estate  and  a  pair  at  Maesteg;  GOWER:  a  total  of  127  pairs  or  occupied 
nests  at  8  sites,  including  94  pairs  at  Port  Talbot  Steelworks;  PEMBROKE:  367  pairs  bred  Skomer, 
309  at  Skokholm;  CEREDIGION:  1,303  nests  located  along  the  coast,  c.60  pairs  on  Cardigan  Island, 
and  41  pairs  nesting  on  rooftops  in  Aberystwyth;  MEIRIONNYDD:  52  nests  in  Barmouth  Quarry  and 
31  nests  at  Trefeddian  Quarry.  Surveys  of  roof  nesting  birds  in  3  MEIRIONYDD  towns  has  shown  a 
steady  increase,  from  152  nests  in  1996  to  249  in  2000.  CAERNARFON:  534  nests  at  Bardsey 


fledged  597  young,  2-3  pairs  on  Caernarfon  rooftops,  a  pair  at  Conwy'  RSPB  and  also  bred  at  Llyn 
Elsi;  ANGLESEY:  bred  at  Cemlyn  where  they  heavily  predated  Black-headed  Gull  and.  to  a  lesser 
extent,  tern  chicks.  No  other  Welsh  colonies  reported  on. 

Adults  of  the  race  L.  a.  argentatus  were  seen  in  GLAMORGAN  at  Lamby  Way  landfill  on  Jan.  1st  and 
the  Rhymney  Estuary  on  Jan.  16th,  one  was  at  Blackpill,  GOWER  on  Jan.  2nd,  and  in  CAERNARFON 
4  were  in  Bangor  Harbour  on  Feb.  2nd  and  one  was  at  the  Afon  Seiont  on  Jan.  1st. 

A  total  of  24  Yellow-legged  Gulls  L.a.  michahelis  were  recorded,  principally  in  E.  GLAMORGAN 
(17),  with  most  records  coming  from  Cardiff  Bay,  Rhymney  Estuary  and  Llanishen/Lisvane 
Reservoirs.  Birds  were  also  recorded  in  GOWER  (1),  CARMARTHEN  (2),  PEMBROKE  (2),  the 
only  inland  record  at  Llangorse  Lake  BRECON  (1),  and  CAERNARFON  (1).  The  majority  of 
records  related  to  adults,  although  several  sub-adults  were  identified.  There  were  records  for  every 
month,  but  with  a  distinct  late  autumn/winter  peak,  and  two  birds  made  long  stays  that  accounted  for 
most  of  the  summer  records.  Monthly  totals,  by  presence,  were: 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May  June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov 

Dec 

Adults 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1  1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

3 

4 

^nd 

1st 

1 

1 

1  1 

1 

3 

Presumed  hybrids  between  Herring  and  Lesser  Black-backed  Gulls,  superficially  resembling  Yellow¬ 
legged  Gulls,  were  recorded  at  4  different  sites  in  PEMBROKE. 


ICELAND  GULL  L  glaucoides*  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIG 

Recorded  in  most  months  but  not  June,  July,  August,  and  December.  A  total  of  c.23  birds  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN  (7),  GOWER  (5),  PEMBROKE  (4),  CEREDIGION  (3),  CAERNARFON  (2)  and 
ANGLESEY  (1).  Most  birds  were  immatures,  largely  first-years,  with  the  exception  an  adult  in  the 
Swansea  area.  Monthly  totals  by  presence  were: 


Jan.  Feb. 
Adults  1  1 

2nd  2 
Is'  3  3 


Mar  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept 
1 

2  1 

5  3  1 


Oct.  Nov.  Dec 

I  1  1 

1  ! 


An  adult  of  the  Nearctic  race  Kumlien’s  Gull  L.  g.  kumlieni  was  at  Blackpill,  GOWER  from  Jan.  5th  to 
Feb.  20th  and  again  from  Nov.  24th  to  Dec  11,  having  been  present  there  in  1998  and  1999  and 
constituting  the  second  Welsh  record,  following  the  bird  at  Llys-y-fran  Res.  PEMBROKE  in  1998. 

GLAUCOUS  GULL  L.  hyperboreus*  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

1999:  an  additional  record  in  GLAMORGAN  with  a  first-winter  at  the  Rhymney  Est.  on  Feb.  4th. 
2000:  A  poor  year.  Recorded  until  Apr.  27th  and  from  Nov.  1st,  with  a  total  of  7  birds  in  E. 
GLAMORGAN  (1),  GOWER  (2),  PEMBROKE  (2),  CEREDIGION  (1),  MONTGOMERY  (1)  and 
CAERNARFON  (1).  All  individuals  were  first-years,  except  for  an  adult  at  Blackpill,  GOWER  in 
January  and  a  2nd  winter  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve  on  the  Dyfi  in  MONTGOMERY  in  October. 
Monthly  totals  by  presence  were: 

Jan  Feb.  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept.  Oct  Nov  Dec 

1  3  2  1  -----  12- 


GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  marinus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  FWYAF 

Systematic  counts  from  9  areas  indicate  the  general  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common  Welsh 
species: 
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Jan 

Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

May 

June 

July 

Aug 

Sept 

Oct. 

/Vov 

Dec 

GLAMORGAN 

Ogmore  Est. 

6 

2 

7 

7 

2 

2 

4 

6 

2 

Rhymney  Est. 

1 

10 

18 

35 

47 

30 

33 

Blackpill 

17 

18 

8 

14 

30 

50 

54 

21 

13 

28 

70 

39 

Burry  (S) 

5 

20 

25 

20 

25 

35 

55 

105 

1  15 

5 

75 

45 

Weoblcy 

2 

5 

1 1 

13 

13 

27 

41 

82 

17 

63 

21 

Whiteford 

3 

4 

2 

2 

1 

16 

70 

5 

19 

CARMARTHEN 

Burry  (N) 

2 

4 

2 

6 

2 

1 

1 

9 

2 

3 

6 

Upper  Loughor 

7 

4 

4 

3 

7 

4 

4 

7 

7 

9 

8 

t/t/g 

1 

23 

30 

4 

2 

5 

33 

16 

13 

Selected  other 

counts  included:  GWENT: 

1 5  at  St. 

Brides  on  Feb. 

rd. 

GLAMORGAN: 

54  at  Queen 

Dock  Swansea  on  Oct.  28,  and  130  at  West  Helwick  on  Oct.  24  ;  PEMBROKE:  200  Skomer  Sept. 
11th;  BRECON:  4  records  of  1-2  birds;  CAERNARFON:  360  in  Bangor  Harbour  on  Feb.  2nd; 
ANGLESEY:  50  past  Point  Lynas  on  Nov.  9th. 


Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  50+  birds  at  Denny  Island  July  8th  with  2  pulli  ringed; 
PEMBROKE:  61  pairs  bred  Skomer  fledging  average  of  1.52  chicks  per  pair,  and  53  pairs  bred 
Skokholm  Hedging  an  average  of  1.13  chicks  per  pair;  CEREDIGION:  c.12  pairs  on  Cardigan  Island 
and  a  further  4  pairs  on  mainland  cliffs;  CAERNARFON:  3  pairs  raised  7  young  on  Bardsey,  and  a 
pair  with  1  young  were  seen  at  Llyn  Conwy  on  June  25th;  ANGLESEY:  bred  at  Cemlyn  where  they 
predated  a  number  of  Black-headed  Gull  and  tern  chicks. 

KITTIWAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  GWYLAN  GOESDDU 

Breeding  colony  counts  received  were:  GOWER:  169  birds  with  54  juveniles  on  Mumbles  Pier  on 
Aug.  7th,  and  26  sitting  birds  at  Devil's  Truck  in  June;  PEMBROKE:  at  Skomer  2,257  pairs  reared 
0.78  young/pair,  an  increase  of  4.7%  on  1999,  and  there  were  459  pairs  on  Ramsey;  CEREDIGION: 
375  nests  at  New  Quay  Head;  CAERNARFON:  278  nests  fledged  312  young  at  Bardsey,  the  best  year 
for  20  years,  1,147  nests  on  Great  Orme  and  582  nests  on  Little  Orme;  ANGLESEY:  40+  on  Puffin 
Island  on  June  26th.  No  other  Welsh  colonies  reported  on. 

Notable  records  included:  GWENT:  just  one  record  of  a  first  summer  at  Goldcliff  Point  on  May  27th; 
GLAMORGAN:  a  total  of  c.  1 56  birds,  including  75  past  Porthcawl  during  October  and  132  west  past 
Port  Eynon  on  Nov.  20th;  PEMBROKE:  an  impressive  12,000  counted  at  Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  31st, 
with  400  in  Whitesands  Bay  on  Jan.  9th  and  500  in  Broad  Sound  in  November;  MEIRIONNYDD:  132 
Aber  Dysynni  on  Aug.  4th;  CAERNARFON:  135  at  Porth  Ysgaden  on  Sept.  6th;  ANGLESEY:  1,676 
past  Point  Lynas  in  2  hours  on  Nov.  19th. 

SANDWICH  TERN  Sterna  sandvicensis  MOR WENNOL  BIGDDU 

The  first  spring  return  was  noted  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on  March  18th,  with  the  last  of  the  year  seen 
at  Fishguard  Harbour,  PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  26th.  The  single  Welsh  colony  at  Cemlyn  peaked  at 
1,260  birds  on  May  6lh,  but  then  dropped  off.  450  nests  were  detected,  raising  283  chicks. 

Selected  records  included:  GOWER:  75  at  Whiteford  Sands  on  Aug.  21st;  CARMARTHEN:  88  at 
Burry  Port  on  Aug.  22nd;  PEMBROKE:  1,059  passed  Strumble  Head  between  July  1 1th  and  Nov.  3rd. 
max.  106  on  Aug.  28th;  CEREDIGION:  140  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dyfi  on  Sept.  3rd;  BRECON:  2  at 
Llangorse  Lake  on  Apr.  17lh  and  18th,  and  again  on  Sept.  17th  were  the  only  inland  records;  FLINT: 
300  at  Gronant  on  Sept.  2nd,  and  a  total  of  672  on  the  Dee  WeBS  count  in  September; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  150  at  the  Glaslyn/Dwyryd  Estuary  on  July  18lh;  CAERNARFON:  408  between 
Morfa  Aber  and  Morfa  Madryn  on  Aug.  26th,  and  passage  at  Bardsey  peaked  at  160  on  Sept.  15th; 
ANGLESEY:  195  flew  past  Point  Lynas  on  Sept.  2n  . 

ROSEATE  TERN  S.  dougalli*  MORWENNOL  WRIDOG 

Adults  were  recorded  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  July  1 1th  and  Oct.  2nd,  with  2  on  Sept.  26th. 
An  adult  and  a  juvenile  appeared  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  22nd.  On  ANGLESEY  2  pairs 

,L  ,L 

failed  at  one  site  and  a  single  individual  at  Cemlyn  from  May  1 1  to  24  . 


COMMON  TERN  5.  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

The  first  return  was  on  Apr.  27th,  the  last  being  seen  on  Nov.  3rd.  Scarce  in  spring,  far  more  records  in 
autumn. 

A  total  of  638  pairs  bred  at  4  sites  in  north  Wales,  with  a  productivity  of  1 .3  young/pair. 

Records  inland  included  one  at  Llawhaden  PEMBROKE  on  May  11th,  and  records  on  7  dates  at 
Llangorse  Lake  BRECON,  including  20  on  Aug.  26th.  Notable  movements  included  36  at  Sker, 
GLAMORGAN  on  May  7th,  89  past  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  between  July  13th  and  Nov.  3rd, 
max.  48  on  Sept.  27th,  52  past  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  Sept.  2nd,  and  a  peak  of  672  on  the  Dee 
WeBS,  FLINT  in  August. 

ARCTIC  TERN  S.  paradisea  MOR  WENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

A  total  of  1 705  pairs  bred  at  3  sites  on  ANGLESEY,  with  a  productivity  of  1 .3-1 .5  young/pair. 
Decidedly  more  scarce  on  passage  than  Common  Tern.  The  first  return  was  on  the  early  date  of  Apr. 
9th,  the  last  being  seen  on  Oct.  17th.  On  ANGLESEY  1,300  pairs  bred  on  the  Skerries,  and  2  pairs 
attempted  to  breed  at  Cemlyn.  The  peak  movements  were  50  past  Point  Lynas,  ANGLESEY  on  Sept. 
20lh,  12  past  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  between  July  10th  and  Oct.  17th,  and  9  past  Nash  Point, 
GLAMORGAN  on  May  14th.  Recorded  on  6  dates  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON. 

FORSTER’S  TERN  S.forsteri  *  MORWENNOL  FORSTER 

A  second-winter  visited  Bangor  Harbour,  CAERNARFON  from  2nd  to  18th  Dec,  the  third  county 
record.  It  also  visited  Cadnant,  ANGLESEY  on  16th  Dec. 

LITTLE  TERN  5.  albifrons  MORWENNOL  FECHAN 

75  pairs  bred  at  Gronant,  FLINT  producing  a  total  of  57  young. 

All  records  as  follows:  GLAMORGAN:  2  at  Blackpill  on  Apr.  17th,  one  at  Lavemock  Point  on  May 
27th  and  2  at  Eglwys  Nunnydd  Reservoir  on  Oct.  12lh;  CARMARTHEN:  2  at  Burry  Port  on  Aug.  21st; 
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PEMBROKE:  2  at  Abermawr  on  Apr.  14  ,  1  in  Jack  Sound  on  7  June  and  singles  at  Strumble  Head 
on  Aug.  2nd  and  3rd;  BRECON:  a  juvenile  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Sept.  15th;  MEIRIONNYDD:  one  at 
the  Artro  Estuary  on  Aug.  31st;  CAERNARFON:  a  single  at  Bardsey  on  Sept.  1 1th;  FLINT:  a  single  at 
Inner  Marsh  Farm  on  June  4th,  all  other  records  on  the  Dee  where  WeBS  counts  revealed  a  peak  of 
1 1 1  birds  in  June.  Monthly  totals,  except  for  the  Dee,  were: 

Apr  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept  Oct. 

4  12  0  5  2  2 

BLACK  TERN  Chlidonias  niger*  CORSWENNOL  DDU 

At  least  71  birds  were  recorded  in  spring,  with  26  at  Sker,  GLAMORGAN  on  May  7th,  a  total  of  18  at 
nearby  Kenfig  during  May,  22  in  May  in  GWENT  including  1 1  at  Goldcliff  on  May  7th,  3  at  Inner 
Marsh  Farm,  FLINT  in  May,  at  least  one  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  on  Apr.  27th,  and  one  at 
Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on  May  1st.  Quite  widespread  in  autumn,  with  approximate  totals  being 
GWENT  (16),  E.  GLAMORGAN  (4),  GOWER  (c.5),  CARMARTHEN  (5),  PEMBROKE  (89), 
CEREDIGION  (1),  BRECON  (c.8),  MEIRIONNYDD  (1),  CAERNARFON  (1),  ANGLESEY  (174) 
and  FLINT  (2).  The  vast  majority  were  in  September,  and  included  143  past  Point  Lynas, 
ANGLESEY  between  Sept.  2nd  and  Oct.  12th,  max.  70  on  Sept.  20th  and  87  past  Strumble  Head 
PEMBROKE  between  Aug.  27th  and  Oct.  23rd,  max.  45  on  Sept.  24th. 

GUILLEMOT  Uria  aalge  GWYLOG 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  240  at  Worms  Head  Mar.  5th;  PEMBROKE: 
13,852  individuals  Skomer,  raising  average  of  0.65  fledglings  per  pair,  3,031  individuals  on  Ramsey, 
and  996  individuals  on  Skokholm,  raising  an  average  of  0.87  fledglings  per  pair;  CEREDIGION: 
4,235  individuals  at  New  Quay  Head,  with  a  further  1,017  elsewhere  along  the  coast  and  16  on 
Cardigan  Island  (c.f.  3,759  total  in  1996);  CAERNARFON:  1,512  birds  on  the  Great  Orme  and  603 
birds  on  the  Little  Orme  on  June  28th,  629  young  raised  on  Bardsey  and  152  young  raised  on 
Ynvsoedd  Gwylan;  ANGLESEY:  3,266  on  ledges  at  South  Stack  in  June,  a  similar  number  to  1999. 
The  only  passage  count  reported  was  85  at  Nash  Point  in  one  hour  on  Nov.  23rd. 
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RAZORBILL  Alca  torda  LLURS 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  GOWER:  80  at  Worms  Head  on  Feb.  20  ;  PEMBROKE: 
highest  ever  total  on  Skomer  with  3,896  birds,  and  also  on  Skokholm  where  there  were  1,246  birds 
and  an  average  of  0.81  chicks  raised  per  pair.  There  were  also  1,490  individuals  counted  on  Ramsey: 
CEREDIGION:  a  total  of  746  individuals  were  counted,  including  321  at  New  Quay  Head,  c.f.  766  in 
1996;  CAERNARFON:  Bardsey  had  its  best  ever  year  with  535  pairs,  there  were  225  birds  at  the 
Great  Orme  on  June  28th  and  32  at  the  Little  Orme,  and  a  min.  of  82  pairs  at  Ynysoedd  Gwylan; 
ANGLESEY:  the  breeding  total  at  South  Stack  was  down  by  15%  on  1999,  and  birds  also  bred  at 
Porth  Wen,  with  8  present  on  Apr.  6th.  An  impressive  12,000  birds  were  recorded  at  Strumble  Head 
PEMBROKE  in  7  hours  on  Oct.  2nd. 

BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle*  GWYLOG  DDU 

In  PEMBROKE  singles  passed  Strumble  Head  on  July  1 1th  and  Nov.  3rd.  In  CAERNARFON  a  pair 
bred  for  the  first  time  at  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  and  a  single  was  seen  flying  on  to  rocks  at  Porth  Iago  on 
July  14th.  A  single  was  seen  at  Penmaenmawr  on  Apr.  1st,  and  there  was  1  between  Llandudno  and 
Penryhn  Bay  on  Sept.  28th.  In  ANGLESEY  the  max.  count  at  the  Fedw  Fawr  colony  was  13  birds  on 
Mar.  3 1st.  Birds  were  seen  in  the  Penmon  Point/Puffm  Island  area  throughout  the  year,  with  a  peak  of 
7  birds  in  May,  and  one  was  seen  on  an  egg  at  Puffin  Island  on  June  26th.  Birds  were  regular  all  year 
at  Traeth  Llugwy,  max.  3  on  Feb.  1st.  Small  numbers  were  recorded  at  Point  Lynas  between  April  and 
November  and  singles  were  recorded  at  another  5  sites. 

LITTLE  AUK  Alle  alle *  CARFIL  BACH 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  one  was  picked  up  at  Port  Talbot  Steelworks,  GLAMORGAN  on  Feb. 

1 1th,  and  released  next  day  at  Mumbles.  All  other  records  were  in  autumn,  where  one  was  at  Ogmore 
E.  GLAMORGAN  on  Dec.  9th,  singles  passed  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  2nd  and  3rd,  and 
another  was  at  Goultrop  Roads  on  Dec.  14th,  one  passed  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  31st,  and 
one  was  seen  at  Moelfre,  ANGLESEY  on  Dec.  14  . 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAL 

In  PEMBROKE  Skomer  recorded  its  highest  ever  spring  total  with  10,614  individuals.  A  sample 
revealed  productivity  at  0.75  per  pair.  Nearby  Skokholm  recorded  an  average  of  3,092  from  2  counts. 
In  CAERNARFON  numbers  were  up  nearly  two-fold  over  1999  at  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  with  1,113 
apparently  occupied  burrows.  Birds  were  seen  carrying  fish  at  Bardsey,  the  first  good  evidence  of 
breeding  since  1953.  In  ANGLESEY,  40+  birds  were  at  Puffin  Island  on  June  26th,  where  rats  are  now 
thought  to  be  eradicated.  Around  20  birds  were  seen  at  South  Stack  on  July  1 7th. 

STOCK  DOVE  Columba  oenas  COLOMEN  WYLL T 

The  main  winter  flocks  noted  were  in  GWENT:  92  on  pasture  at  St.  Arvans  on  Jan.  22nd  and  36  at 
Rogiet  on  Dec.  9th;  GLAMORGAN:  100  at  Leckwith  on  Jan.  2nd  and  9th,  25  at  Ogmore  Est.  on  Feb. 
5th  and  25  roosting  at  Morfa  Pinewoods  on  July  24th;  CARMARTHEN:  50  in  stubbles  at  Hafod 
Neddyn  on  Nov.  2nd;  BRECON:  70  at  Great  Porthamel  on  Jan.  2nd,  40  on  rape  stubble  at  Llanhamlach 
on  Aug.  28th,  24  on  barley  stubble  at  Courtyplyfyn  on  21st,  40  on  barley  stubble  at  Ffostyll  on  Oct. 
24th  and  40  on  stubble  at  Llansantffraed  on  Nov.  19th;  MONTGOMERY:  a  max.  of  i  00  on  a  cereal 
crop  grown  as  winter  bird  food  at  Dolydd  Hafren;  FLINT:  up  to  60  feeding  in  a  potato  field  at  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  in  April  and  May.  Little  breeding  information  received  but  in  BRECON,  30  pairs  were 
found  in  mixed  farming  areas  in  the  SE  and  7  north  of  Mynydd  Epynt,  and  in  FLINT,  a  minimum  of 
14  pairs  found  on  territory  between  Sealand  and  Saltney. 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur*  TURTUR 

All  records  were:  GWENT:  7  calling  birds  noted  in  the  Monmouth/Trelleck  area  in  May /June, 
indicating  the  continued  presence  of  a  small  breeding  population  there;  E. GLAMORGAN:  one  in  a 
Cardiff  garden  on  June  1st  and  singles  at  Lavemock  Point  on  May  20th,  Sept.  19th  and  Oct.  1st; 
PEMBROKE:  spring  passage  noted  between  Apr.  23rd  and  June  16th,  involving  10  birds,  and  autumn 
passage  from  Aug.  12th  to  Oct.  6th,  with  5  birds.  The  islands  saw  most  (9)  birds;  CEREDIGION: 
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singles  at  Ynys-hir  on  May  15th,  Cwmtydu  on  23rd,  Pontgarreg  on  June  5th  and  an  undated  bird  in 
Aberystwyth  in  the  autumn;  MEIRIONNYDD:  one  at  Penllyn  Farm  dunes,  Tywyn  on  June  30th; 
CAERNARFON:  singles  at  Bardsey  on  May  14th  and  Sept.  13th  &  14th  and  Porthmadog  S/F  on  May 
15th. 

CUCKOO  Cuculus  canorus  COG 

First  recorded,  in  every  county  providing  records,  between  Apr.  16th  and  27th  and  in  most  between  1 7th 
and  23rd.  Systematic  breeding  counts  in  BRECON  were  of  19  males  on  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD  and  10 
on  513  ha  of  bogs  and  commons  in  the  north  of  the  county,  a  37%  decline  compared  to  1998,  when 
there  were  16. 

BARN  OW L  Tyto  alba  *  TYLL  VAN  WEN 

Breeding  season  records  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  confirmed  breeding  at  Trelleck  (2  young), 
Llanarth  (3  young),  Gobion  (young  reared),  Brynmawr  (2  young)  and  Tredegar  (2  different  broods). 
Records  for  5  other  sites;  GLAMORGAN:  confirmed  breeding  at  Penallta  (one  young)  and  pairs 
present  at  Glenboi  and  Peace  Park,  Aberdare.  There  were  records  from  20  other  localities,  including 
up  to  3  at  Llanrhidian  Marsh  in  January  and  March:  CARMARTHEN:  dead  road  casualties  were 
picked  up  at  St  Clears  on  Jan.  17th  and  Llandovery  on  Mar.  10th;  PEMBROKE:  bred  in  2  sites  and 
possibly  bred  in  5,  whilst  birds  were  seen  in  'a  number  of  other  sites';  BRECON:  present  in  14  sites, 
with  breeding  proved  or  probable  at  Sennibridge,  Cilmeri,  Caehopkin,  Blaengefail  Tirabad  and 
Abergwesyn  (2  young).  A  road  casualty  at  Felinfach  on  Apr.  4th;  MONTGOMERY:  a  total  of  47 
breeding  pairs  recorded  in  the  Hawk  &  Owl  Trust  scheme  in  the  county;  41  were  successful,  fledging 
104  young;  MEIRIONNYDD:  a  pair  with  4  young  at  Llanuwchllyn  and  a  bird  at  Pale  Moor  on  Oct. 
14th;  CAERNARFON:  reported  from  7  sites;  ANGLESEY:  reported  from  18  sites,  with  2  birds  at 
Traeth  Llugwy,  Felinengan  and  Cors  Goch  in  the  early  months.  A  road  casualty  at  Dwyran  on 
Sept.  19th;  DENBIGH:  a  pair  and  a  single  bird  at  Cynwyd  and  Llangollen  but  apparently  not  breeding, 
another  unmated  bird  near  Llangollen  and  a  pair  on  the  edge  of  Ruabon  Moor.  One  hunting  ffridd  in 
the  Worlds  End  valley  on  Mar.  22nd.  J.  L.  Roberts  considered  it  possible  that  this  species  is  increasing 
in  the  Llangollen  area.  These  records  do  not  represent  a  complete  Welsh  census. 

LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLLUAN  FACH 

This  species  is  probably  greatly  under-recorded  and  all  records  would  be  welcome.  Such  as  we  have 
are  summarised:  GWENT:  a  pair  reared  2  young  at  Mitchel  Troy  and  breeding  was  proved  or  probable 
at  10  other  sites,  whilst  birds  were  recorded  at  20  other  sites  during  the  year;  GLAMORGAN:  bred  at 
Llanmaes  (successful)  and  Rhiw  Fen  and  pairs  present  at  Cwm  Henlog  and  Quakers  Yard.  Birds  seen 
at  14  other  sites;  PEMBROKE:  2-4  pairs  at  Skomer  and  a  pair  reared  2  young  at  Ramsey;  recorded  in 
only  2  mainland  sites;  BRECON:  the  worst  year  on  record  for  the  species,  with  records  from  only  4 
sites  and  no  report  of  proven  breeding;  MONTGOMERY:  single  birds  were  recorded  at  5  sites; 
MEIRIONNYDD:  recorded  only  at  Tonfannau;  CAERNARFON:  3  occupied  territories  on  Bardsey,  2 
with  successful  breeding.  Birds  were  present  at  3  other  sites,  including  a  juvenile  at  Pistyll  on  June 
11th;  ANGLESEY:  bred  at  Brynsiencyn  and  Cemlyn  (2-3  young)  and  present  in  6  other  sites; 
CLWYD:  only  2  sites  reported.  As  with  Bam  Owl,  these  records  do  not  represent  a  complete  census 
for  Wales  but  the  overall  flavour  of  the  reports  is  of  a  declining  species. 

LONG-EARED  OWL  Asio  otus  *  TYLL  UAN  GORNIOG 

All  records  received  are  given:  GWENT:  one  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  on  Dec.  14th;  CEREDIGION:  2 
pairs  bred  in  the  north  of  the  county;  RADNOR:  bred  at  4  sites;  MEIRIONNYDD:  one  heard  at 
Trawscoed  on  Mar.  16th  was  the  first  in  the  county  since  1992;  CAERNARFON:  a  pair  bred  at 
Bardsey  for  the  second  successive  year  but  the  2  young  which  fledged  were  both  later  found  dead; 
DENBIGH:  a  pair  on  the  traditional  territory  on  the  edge  of  Ruabon  Moor  ( Welsh  Birds  2(5):264-273) 
from  Feb.  22nd  until  early  April,  when  left. 


SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.  flammeus*  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

Breeding  season  records  were:  PEMBROKE:  one,  possibly  2,  pairs  bred  at  Skomer,  3  chicks  being 
seen  on  June  15th.  On  Skokholm  seen  on  1 1  dates  between  Feb.  24th  and  May  4lh  and  6  between  Sept. 
20th  and  Nov.  13th;  RADNOR:  one  pair  bred;  MONTGOMERY:  4  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy  RSPB  and  at 
least  2  young  fledged;  MEIRIONNYDD:  one  on  Pale  Moor  on  June  1st;  ANGLESEY:  one  at  Cemlyn 
on  May  16th  and  June  21 -22nd;  DENBIGH:  a  pair  bred  on  the  moors  near  Llangollen. 

Outside  the  breeding  season  a  total  of  38-39  recorded,  with  records  up  to  May  22nd  and  from  Sept. 
20th,  in  GWENT  (5),  GLAMORGAN  (7-8),  CARMARTHEN  (1),  PEMBROKE  (9  away  from  the 
islands),  CEREDIGION  (2),  BRECON  (1),  CAERNARFON  (3),  ANGLESEY  (6)  and  FLINT  (4). 
Approximate  monthly  totals  from  these  records  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar  Apr  May  June  July  Aug  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec 
7  6  6  6-7  5  0  O'  0  2  5  5  3 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus*  TROELLWR  MAWR 

Breeding  season  counts  received  are  listed.  They  do  not  represent  a  complete  survey  of  the  Welsh 
population.  GWENT:  5  pairs  in  Wentwood  Forest  and  2  juveniles  found  in  Chepstow  Park  Wood;  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  a  total  of  7  territorial  males  in  3  sites  in  St.  Gwynno  Forest;  GOWER:  a  total  of  1 1 
terrirorial  males  in  7  forest  sites;  CEREDIGION:  2  pairs  bred  in  Rheidol  Forest  and  2  males  noted  in 
Ystwyth  Forest;  BRECON:  only  one  male  could  be  found  in  Crychan  Forest  and  single  males  at  Allt 
and  in  Glasfynydd  Forest;  RADNOR:  8  prs.  at  6  sites;  MONTGOMERY:  2  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy 
RSPB,  a  max.  of  5  males  in  Dyfnant  Forest  and  2  pairs  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  where  a  nest 
with  2  young  was  found;  MEIRIONNYDD:  A  pair  bred  at  Mawddach  RSPB  and  another  male  there, 
a  pair  at  Rhyd  on  July  22nd  and  a  male  at  Llyn  Mair  on  Aug.  30th;  CAERNARFON:  5  territorial  males 
in  3  sites  in  Gwydyr  Forest,  including  3  near  Llyn  Bodgynydd;  FLINT:  2-3  territorial  male  in 
Nercwys  Forest;  DENBIGH:  3  in  Clocaenog  Forest  and  2  near  Llangollen  in  late  June,  the  first  found 
in  that  area. 

SWIFT  Apus  apus  G WENNOL  DD U 

Passage  max.  for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  were,  in  GLAMORGAN,  3000+  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res  on  May  18th,  1000  there  on  23rd  and  800  there  on  June  1st  and  9th,  and  300  at  Miskin  on 
July  20th,  and,  in  BRECON,  400  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  May  23rd  and  June  1st.  There  were  250+  at 
Carreg  y  Garth  Rhiwlas,  CAERNARFON  on  July  1st  but  otherwise  no  autumn  gathering  of  more  than 
200  noted,  except  for  a  mid-summer  gathering  of  up  to  500  at  Skirrid  Fach  GWENT  in  June  and  July. 
Late  records  were  singles  at  Laughame,  CARMARTHEN  and  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct. 
1st  and  one  at  Ynys-hir,  CEREDIGION  on  13th. 

ALPINE  SWIFT  A.  melba *  GWENNOL  DDU'R  ALPAU 

1999:  single  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GLAMORGAN  on  May  13th. 

2000:  single  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  GLAMORGAN  on  May  4th. 

KINGFISHER  A  Ice  do  atthis  GLAS  Y  DORLAN 

All  records  received  are  summarised  but  they  do  not  represent  a  complete  Welsh  census.  All  records 
would  be  welcome.  GWENT:  nesting  was  noted  on  R.  Trothy  at  Jingle  Street  and  on  R.  Usk  between 
Abergavenny  and  Llanwenarth  (2  nests).  Probably  bred  at  Bettws  Brook  and  seen  at  6  other  sites  in 
the  breeding  season;  GLAMORGAN:  breeding  confirmed  at  5  sites,  all  in  E.  Glamorgan,  and  birds 
seen  at  33  other  sites;  CARMARTHEN:  2  nests  along  the  R.Tywi  at  Dryslwyn,  with  young  seen, 
probably  also  bred  at  Nantgaredig  and  near  Abergwili.  Present  in  the  breeding  season  on  R.  Teifi  at 
Pentrecwrt,  R.  Cothi  at  Abergorlech  and  Darren  Fawr  and  on  R.  Sawdde  by  Llangadog  Common; 
PEMBROKE:  bred  at  one  site  and  seen  in  2  others  in  breeding  season;  CEREDIGION:  bred  on  the  R. 
Ystwyth  and  present  on  R.  Rheidol  in  breeding  season;  BRECON:  found  on  all  main  rivers  during  the 
breeding  season,  with  breeding  proved  at  Glasbury  and  Scethrog  and  probable  at  Hay,  Sennybridge 
and  Crickhowell;  MEIRIONNYDD:  2  summer  records,  at  Arthog  Bog  and  Penmaenpool  in  July. 
Otherwise  records  from  4  sites  in  autumn/ winter;  CAERNARFON:  probably  bred  on  R.  Conwy 
between  Trefriw  and  Llanrwst  and  seen  near  Beddgelert  on  May  30th.  Otherwise  records  from  13 
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coastal  sites  in  autumn/winter;  ANGLESEY:  apart  from  a  bird  at  Llyn  Alaw  in  July/August,  8  birds  in 
7  sites  in  autumn/winter 

HOOPOE  Upupa  epops  *  COPOG 

In  CARMARTHEN  one  at  Gamffrwd  Farm  Mynyddcerrig  in  the  spring  was  undated,  singles  at 
Ramsey  and  Westfield  Pill  PEMBROKE  on  Apr.  9th  and  at  Skokholm  there  on  19th,  which  was  killed 
by  a  Merlin,  in  CEREDIGION  singles  at  Llangitto  on  Apr.  7th  and  Llandudoch  on  Aug.  23rd  and  one 
at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  22nd. 

WRYNECK  Jynx  torquilla*  PENGAM 

A  significant  movement  in  autumn  involving  23  birds,  as  follows;  PEMBROKE:  a  total  of  10 
individuals  on  the  islands  from  Sept.  10th  -30th  and  on  the  mainland,  singles  at  Martin's  Haven  from 
3rd  -1 1th,  Texaco  on  28th,  Broad  Haven  on  29th,  St.  Govan's  on  30th,  Porthlysgi  on  Oct.  4th  and  20th  and 
Strumble  Head  on  22nd;  BRECON:  one  in  Halfway  Forest  on  Sept.  1 1th;  CAERNARFON:  at  least  5  at 
Bardsey  between  Aug.  24th  and  Sept.  15th. 

GREEN  WOODPECKER  Picus  viridis  CNOCELL  WERDD 

All  records  received  are  summarised  briefly,  as  follows:  GWENT:  breeding  confirmed  in  9  sites  and 
probable  in  8  more.  Noted  in  about  27  other  sites  during  the  year;  E. GLAMORGAN:  bred  in  a 
telegraph  pole  at  Cwmaman  and  breeding  confirmed  in  12  other  districts/sites,  including  10  pairs  at 
Ystrad/Lwynypia,  2  nests  at  Efail  Isaf  and  3  successful  nests  in  the  Garw  valley.  Birds  present  in  at 
least  7  other  sites;  GOWER:  bred  in  1 1  sites,  probably  did  so  in  2  more  and  recorded  from  a  further  3 1 
localities;  CARMARTHEN:  one  at  Dryslwyn  on  Aug.  20th  was  the  first  there  for  several  years.  Very 
scarce  in  the  Teifi  valley  and  the  NW  of  the  county;  PEMBROKE:  reported  from  only  6  sites  with 
breeding  possible  in  2.  One  at  Skomer  on  Aug.  23rd  was  the  first  since  1991  and  16th  in  all; 
CEREDIGION:  bred  at  Llanfair  Clydogan  and  birds  in  2  or  3  other  sites;  BRECON,  located  in  46 
sites  throughout  the  county,  with  confirmed  breeding  in  8.  Once  again  a  marked  preference  noted  for 
areas  of  unimproved  grassland  and  common;  MONTGOMERY:  records  of  single  pairs  in  3  sites  only, 
one  breeding  successfully;  MEIRIONNYDD:  recorded  in  4  sites  during  the  year;  CAERNARFON: 
records  from  19  sites  in  the  breeding  season  and  their  spread  suggests  quite  widely  distributed.  No 
definite  breeding  noted  but  2  juveniles  seen  in  one  area;  ANGLESEY:  noted  at  3  sites  during  year. 
Although  these  records  do  not  represent  a  complete  count,  they  do  illustrate  a  southeast  bias  to  the 
species'  distribution. 

LESSER  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  Dendrocopus  minor  *  CNOCELL  FRAITH  LEIAF 

This  rather  scarce  species  is  probably  under-recorded  and  all  records  received  are  listed.  GWENT: 
breeding  proved  at  Gobion  and  Abergavenny  Castle  Meadows  and  birds  seen  in  6  other  sites; 
GLAMORGAN:  breeding  proved  only  at  Cwm  Clydach  but  recorded  from  10  other  sites  during  the 
year;  CARMARTHEN:  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Dinefwr  Park,  Castle  Woods,  Cynwl  Elfed 
and  Rhydwrach  woods/Hafod  Neddyn;  PEMBROKE:  reported  from  7  sites;  CEREDIGION:  2  pairs 
bred  at  Ynys-hir  RSPB;  BRECON:  noted  in  the  breeding  season  at  Cnwch  wood  Elan,  Llangorse 
Lake  and  Pencelli/Scethrog  (2  pairs).  Outside  the  breeding  season  in  2  other  sites;  MONTGOMERY: 
noted  in  3  sites  in  the  breeding  season  and  anther  in  winter;  MEIRIONNYDD:  noted  in  4  sites  but 
none  found  breeding;  CAERNARFON:  noted  in  7  sites  but  no  breeding  reports;  DENBIGH:  one 
calling  at  Dinbren  Isa  farm  Llangollen  on  July  3rd. 

SHORT-TOED  LARK  Calandrella  brachydactyla *  EHEYDD  LLWYD 

One  on  the  saltmarsh  at  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  from  May  12th  -13th. 

SKYLARK  Alauda  arvensis  EHEDYDD 

Significant  winter  flocks  were  recorded  as  follows:  GWENT:  40  at  Llangybi  on  Feb.  19th  and  80-100 
on  tillage  near  Abergavenny  on  Apr.  5th;  GLAMORGAN:  120  in  fields  by  Ogmore-by-Sea  on  Jan. 
18th,  72  on  arable  at  Dunraven  on  Feb.  12th,  50  at  Rest  Bay  on  Nov.  4th,  50+  at  Nash  Point  on  7th  and 
35  on  Baglan  Bay  saltmarsh  on  17th;  CARMARTHEN;  30  at  Carreg  Cennen  on  Feb.  18th,  70  at 
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Cynnant  Cynghordy  on  Sept.  16th  and  25  at  Three  Lords  farm  on  Oct.  27th;  PEMBROKE:  1000  on 
weedy  maize  stubble  at  Gupton/Fresh water  West  on  Jan.  14th  and  500  there  on  Dec.  16th,  and  200 
Crug  Glas  farm  on  Jan.  1st;  BRECON:  37  on  stubble  at  Llan-hamlach  on  Dec.  2nd;  CAERNARFON: 
60  on  stubble  at  Edem  on  Oct.  10th;  ANGLESEY:  200  on  saltmarsh  in  the  Braint  Est.  on  Jan.  22nd,  50 
at  Abermenai  Point  on  Sept.  28th  and  30  at  Malltraeth  Cob  on  Dec.  27th;  FLINT:  28  on  linseed  stubble 
at  Shotwick  Fields  on  Feb.  4th. 

Some  systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  for  this  very  common  species  were  made  and,  as  this 
species  is  regarded  as  of  some  conservation  concern,  all  are  given:  GWENT:  27  pairs  on  GLWR:  E. 
GLAMORGAN:  12  singing  males  at  Rhaslas  and  Cwmbach,  13  at  Llancarfan,  18  at 
Y strad/L wy nypia,  20  at  Sker  and  35  at  Mynydd  Merthyr;  CARMARTHEN:  7  singing  males  between 
Horsebox  Pond  Pwll  and  Burry  Port  power  station;  BRECON:  300+  singing  males  on  Mynydd  Epynt 
MoD,  densities  of  up  to  15  pairs/km2  noted,  40  pairs  on  703  ha  of  bog  and  common  in  the 
Llanwrtyd/Llanafan  area,  a  decline  of  29%  since  1998.  Counts  on  the  Pantyllyn  moors  recorded  15 
pairs/km2,  a  40%  decline  since  1993;  ANGLESEY:  at  least  40  singing  males  on  Newborough  Warren. 
See  also  page  136. 

SHORELARK  Eremophila  alpestris*  EHEDYDD  Y  TRAETH 

The  bird  at  Abermenai  Point,  Anglesey  in  1999  remained  until  Jan.  22nd. 

SAND  MARTIN  Riparia  riparia  GWENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

Systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  for  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  rivers  were  made  as  follows: 
GWENT:  190  nests  at  Abergavenny  Castle  meadows  and  60+  at  Kemeys  Inferior.  At  Monmouth  birds 
were  nesting  in  wall  holes  at  2  sites  along  the  R.  Monnow;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  18  pairs  in  artificial 
nest  holes  at  Forest  Farm  LNR  and  44  occupied  nests  at  Miskin;  GOWER:  785-790  pairs,  a  62% 
increase  cf  1999,  distributed  on  R.  Loughor  637  (597  above  Pontardulais,  a  77%  increase),  R.  Tawe 
76  in  6  colonies,  R.  Clydach  22,  R.  Neath  21-26  in  2  colonies,  R.  Afan  24  in  2  groups  and  R.  Llan  5; 
CEREDIGION:  6  occupied  nests  in  the  boulder  clay  cliffs  at  Llansantffraid;  BRECON:  75  pairs  in  the 
colony  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury,  40  pairs  along  R.  Irfon  below  Cefn  Gast,  40  pairs  in  a  colony  at  the 
tail-end  of  Talybont  Res.  and  on  R.  Usk,  280  pairs  from  Aberbran  to  Ashford.  Overall  these  counts 
showed  a  32%  increase;  CAERNARFON:  25  pairs  at  Conwy  RSPB  but  again  all  failed  due  to  erosion, 
71  occupied  nests  at  Porth  Neigwl  East  and  76  at  Porth  Neigwl  Central  and  10  in  soft  cliffs  near 
Criccieth;  ANGLESEY:  30  nests  at  Gwyndy  quarry,  Ty’n  Lon;  FLINT:  100  nest  holes  at  Afonwen  on 
Apr.  29th. 

Spring  arrival  was  widespread  over  Mar.  8th  -12th.  Max.  spring  concentrations  were  230  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.  GLAMORGAN  on  Mar.  26th,  800  at  Ynys-hir  CEREDIGION  on  Apr.  22nd,  300  at 
Conwy  RSPB  CAERNARFON  over  Apr.  25th  -26th  and  a  very  high  count  of  2000  at  Llangorse  Lake 
BRECON  on  May  3rd.  July  flocks  indicated  a  good  breeding  season  with,  in  GWENT,  500  at 
Uskmouth  on  14th,  GLAMORGAN,  700  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  8th  and  500  roosting  at  Kenfig 
NNR  on  23rd  and  BRECON,  200  at  Cefn  Gast  on  2nd,  500  at  Glasbury  and  200  at  Brecon  on  6th  and 
130  at  Talybont  Res.  on  7th.  The  largest  autumn  passsage  counts  were  of  600  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res., 
GLAMORGAN  on  Aug.  31st  and  at  Llangorse  Lake,  BRECON  in  July  &  August.  Late  records  were 
of  one  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  14th  and  one  flying  down  the  R.  Ely,  GLAMORGAN  on 
Nov.  3rd. 

SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica  GWENNOL 

Spring  passage  max.  were  600  at  Ramsey  PEMBROKE  on  Apr.  7th,  450  at  Skomer  there  over  May 
18th  -20th  ,  400  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  GLAMORGAN  on  Apr.  27th  and  c.1000  at  Pen-y-Cae  Res. 
DENBIGH  on  22nd . 

At  a  study  site  at  Dinbren  Isa  DENBIGH  10  pairs  raised  an  average  of  7.1  young  per  pair,  the  best 
year  of  the  study  so  far  (see  Welsh  Birds  3:44-56),  despite  the  fact  that  average  c/s,  at  4.29,  was  the 
lowest  recorded.  J.L.  Roberts  noted  that  later  broods  were  particularly  successful.  At  Bardsey 
CAERNARFON  14  pairs  fledged  80  young,  again  the  best  ever  year.  Autumn  roosts  noted  were  500 
in  reeds  at  Kop  Hole  Shotton  FLINT  on  July  18th,  1500  at  Conwy  RSPB  CAERNARFON  on  24th,  200 
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in  maize  at  Llanarth  GWENT  on  Aug.  31st  (see  also  Welsh  Birds  1:35)  and  5000  at  Malltraeth  RSPB 
ANGLESEY  on  Sept.  22nd. 

Autumn  passage  max.  involved,  in  GWENT,  2000  at  GLWR  on  Sept.  22nd  and  2000  SE  in  <  2  hours 
there  on  Oct.  1st,  in  GLAMORGAN,  2000  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Sept.  3rd  and  2000  at  Crymlyn 
Bog  on  1 1th,  2000  SE  at  Lavemock  Point  on  19th  and  2500  S  there  on  Oct.  1st,  and  in  PEMBROKE, 
3000  SE  at  Strumble  Head  and  10,000  E  in  2  hours  at  Skomer  on  Sept.20th,  3600  SE  at  Strumble 
Head  on  25th  and  6000  E  at  Skokholm  on  30th.  There  were  late  records  at  Bosherston  PEMBROKE  on 
Dec.  2nd,  Neath  Abbey  GOWER  on  10th  and,  in  ANGLESEY,  one  at  Malltraeth  on  10th,  2  at  Mona  on 
13th  and  one  at  Llanfaelog  over  12th  -16th. 

HOUSE  MARTIN  Delichon  urbica  GWENNOL  Y  BONDO 

An  early  date  was  one  at  Penclacwydd  CARMARTHEN  on  Mar.  1 1th.  For  systematic  breeding  counts 
see  tables  on  page  136.  Other  such  counts  were  also  50-60  pairs  breeding  at  Mamhilad  Park  estate  and 
20  at  Llanthony  Priory  GWENT,  13  pairs  fledging  at  least  50  young  on  Bardsey  CAERNARFON, 
their  best  year  yet,  and  a  total  of  59  nests  in  the  village  of  Llanasa  FLINT,  33  of  which  were  on  one 
house.  The  largest  spring  passage  gatherings  were  200  at  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  GLAMORGAN  on 
Apr.  27th  and  400  there  on  June  15th  and  210  at  GLWR  GWENT  on  May  18th.  Passage  max.  in 
autumn  were  300  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  GLAMORGAN  on  Sept.  17th,  300  at  Llangorse  Lake 
BRECON  on  20th  and  400  at  Mynydd  Illtyd  there  on  24th,  1230  passing  Aberystwyth  CEREDIGION 
in  an  hour  on  30th  and  700  SE  at  GLWR  GWENT  on  Oct.  1st. 

RICHARD'S  PIPIT  Anthus  novaeseelandiae  *  CORHEDYDD  Y  RICHARD 

Singles  at  Rest  Bay,  GLAMORGAN  Nov.  3rd,  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON  on  Oct.  8th,  with  2  on  21st, 
at  Llandudno,  CAERNARFON  on  Nov.  1  lIh,  and  at  the  Braint  Est.,  ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  27th. 

TREE  PIPIT  A.  trivial  is  CORHEDYDD  Y  COED 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  common  Welsh  species  are  shown  on  page  136.  They  include  a 
sharply  decreased  count  of  52  singing  males  (80  in  1999)  on  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD. 

MEADOW  PIPIT  A.  pratensis  CORHEDYDD  Y  WA  UN 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  very  common  Welsh  species  were,  in  GWENT,  20  pairs  at 
GLWR,  in  BRECON,  300+  singing  males  on  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD,  179  pairs  on  703  ha  of  bog  and 
common  in  the  Llanwrtyd/Llanafan  area,  a  decline  of  9%  since  1998,  and  densities  of  15  pairs/knf  on 
ffridd  near  Llanwrtyd.  See  also  page  136. 

Autumn  passage  max.  at  Skomer  PEMBROKE  was  500  on  Sept.  19th,  at  Bardsey  CAERNARFON 
was  723  on  25  . 

RED-THROATED  PIPIT  A.  cervinus*  CORHEDYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

Single  at  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  Oct.  19th  -  21st. 

WATER  PIPIT  A.  spinoletta*  CORHEDYDD  Y  DWR 

All  records  were:  CARMARTHEN:  one  at  Frwd  Fen  on  Jan.  2nd;  PEMBROKE:  one  at  the  Gann  on 
Dec.  5th;  CEREDIGION:  singles  at  Aberleri  on  Apr.  16th  and  Aber  Clettwr  on  Dec.  2nd;  BRECON: 
one  along  R.  Usk  at  Scethrog  on  Feb.  13th;  MEIRIONNYDD:  one  at  Porthmadog  Cob  from  Jan.  1st  - 
Apr.  7th  and  again  Nov.  12th  -Dec.  31st;  ANGLESEY:  one  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  from  Dec.  14th  -24th. 

ROCK  PIPIT  A.  petrosus  CORHEDYDD  Y  GRAIG 

For  breeding  counts  see  page  136.  Birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  littoralis  were  2  at 
Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Mar.  3rd  and  2  more  on  Apr.  25th. 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  flava  *  SIGLEN  FELEN 

Breeding  records  received  were:  GWENT:  4  pairs  bred  at  Coed  Kernew,  single  pairs  at 
Peterstone/Wentlooge  and  St.  Brides,  1-2  pairs  at  Dingestow,  2  pairs  at  Chain  Bridge  and  one  at 
Trelleck.  Two  pairs  at  Monmouth  failed  and  there  were  4  birds  at  Llanhowell  on  June  18th;  BRECON: 
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the  total  of  23  breeding  pairs  located  included  12  in  the  Wye  valley  from  Llyswen  to  Ffordd  Fawr,  5 
pairs  around  Llangorse  Lake  and  3  in  the  Usk  valley  from  Scethrog  to  Pencelli;  MONTGOMERY:  13 
adults  at  Dolydd  Flafren  NR  on  May  30th;  FLINT:  a  minimum  of  12  pairs  in  arable  fields  between  the 
A550  Queensferry  Road  and  Saltney,  DENBIGH,  3+  pairs  at  Trevalyn  meadows  and  2+  at  Burton 
meadows.  Nesting  also  occurred  in  potatoes  by  Inner  Marsh  Farm  RSPB.  Other  Welsh  breeding  areas 
not  reported  on. 

There  was  an  autumn  max.  of  93  at  GL WR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  on  Aug.  30th,  by  far  the  largest  autumn 
count  in  Wales  in  recent  years.  There  were  still  30+  there  on  Sept.  9th  and  25  were  roosting  in  reeds  at 
Rhymney  Est.  GLAMORGAN  on  12th.  There  were  also  post  breeding  gatherings  in  BRECON  of  12  at 
Glasbury  on  Aug.  15lh  and  15  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  18  .  A  very  late  bird  was  seen  at  Porth  Simdde 
Aberdaron  CAERNARFON  on  Nov.  4th. 

Birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  J lava  were  noted  in  PEMBROKE,  with  one  at  the  Deer  Park 
and  Skomer  on  Apr.  29th,  one  at  Skokholm  on  Sept.  4th  and  2  on  24th,  CEREDIGION,  one  at  Ynys-las 
on  May  28lh  and  CAERNARFON,  with  singles  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Apr.  17th,  22nd  -24th  and  May  12th 
and  2  on  Apr.  21st,  and  Bardsey,  with  2  on  Apr.  28lh  and  Sept.  9th. 

CITRINE  WAGTAIL  M  citreola* 

A  1st  winter  bird  at  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  27th  was  the  first  for  Wales  (also  see  pi 39). 

GREY  WAGTAIL  M.  cinerea  SIGLEN  L  WYD 

See  table  on  page  136  for  breeding  counts  of  this  common  species  of  Welsh  rivers.  The  count  of  17 
pairs  at  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD  BRECON  was  another  record  for  the  site.  Other  counts  were:  GWENT: 
5  pairs  on  Afon  Llwyd  from  Croesyceiliog  to  Ponthir,  6  pairs  on  R.  Ebbw  Fach,  2  pairs  on  R.  Ebbw  at 
Crumlin  and  3  on  R.  Clydach;  E.  GLAMORGAN:  a  total  of  8  pairs  on  Rs.  Aman,  Dare  and  Cynon  all 
fledged  young;  BRECON:  of  30  pairs  checked  on  Rs.  Wye  and  Usk  at  least  17  were  successful; 
DENBIGH:  unusual  nesting  sites  were  at  least  2  slate  quarries  near  Llangollen  without  pools  or 
streams. 

PIED  WAGTAIL  M  alba  SIGLEN  FRAITH 

Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed  on  page  136.  Significant  roosts  were,  in  GWENT,  94  at 
Llanfoist  on  Jan.  7th  and  200  at  Safeway  Abergavenny  in  December,  in  GLAMORGAN,  a  max.  of 
447  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  Sept.  18th,  200  roosting  on  Christmas  lights  in  Queen  Street  Cardiff 
from  Dec.  4l  -15th  and  a  max.  of  140  at  Llangynwyd  S/F  on  23rd,  in  PEMBROKE,  125  at  Kilgetty  on 
Aug.  27th  and  150  at  Llys  y  fran  Res.  on  Sept.  9th,  in  BRECON,  83  at  Brecon  S/F  on  Jan.  23rd,  190  in 
reeds  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Mar.  12th  and  100+  there  in  October,  in  CAERNARFON,  200  on  Ysbyty 
Gwynedd  on  Oct.  4th  and  600+  on  9th  and  45  in  a  tree  roost  in  Llandudno  town  centre  on  Dec.  19th,  in 
DENBIGH,  75-100  roosting  in  ripe  wheat  by  the  R.Clwyd  Denbigh  on  July  21st  and  50  roosting  in 
bushes  at  Boots  Wrexham  on  Mar.  6th,  and  in  FLINT,  100  at  DNS  Reserve  (Connah's  Quay)  on  Jan. 
16th.  There  was  also  an  unusual  movement  of  300-400  SE  over  Pen-y-Cae  Res.  DENBIGH  on  Dec. 
2nd. 

Spring  passage  of  birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  alba  (White  Wagtail)  was  noted  between 
Mar.  15th  and  May  13th.  Peak  counts  were  60  at  Uskmouth  GWENT  on  Apr.  16th  and  50  on  20th,  up  to 
27  at  the  Ogmore  Est.  GLAMORGAN  from  19th  -21st  and,  in  CAERNARFON,  30  at  Conwy  RSPB  on 
17th,  40  from  20th  -22nd  and  20  at  Pontllyfni  on  21st.  In  the  autumn  passage  max.  at  Bardsey  was  81  on 
Aug.  30th  and  ,  in  PEMBROKE,  30  at  Ramsey  on  Sept.  10th  and  34  at  Skokholm  on  25th. 

WAXWING  Bombycilla  garrulus*  CYNFFON SIDAN 

One  watched  flycatching  at  Caer  Beris  Builth  Wells  BRECON  on  Nov.  14th  was  the  only  record. 

DIPPER  C inclus  dndus  BRONWEN  Y  DWR 

Systematic  breeding  counts  of  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  rivers  received  as  follows:  GWENT: 
3  pairs  on  Afon  Lwyd  between  Llantamam  and  Pontypool,  5-9  pairs  on  Gwent  stretch  of  R.  Clydach, 
13  pairs  in  the  Grwyne  Fawr  valley,  5-8  pairs  with  eggs  or  young  on  R.  Ebbw  between  Bassaleg  and 
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Aberleeg,  3-5  pairs  on  the  Ebbw  Fach  and  3  on  R.  Ebwy;  BRECON:  7  pairs  again  bred  on  streams  on 
Mynydd  Epynt  MoD;  MONTGOMERY:  8  pairs  were  located  at  Lake  Vymwy  RSPB.  ANGLESEY: 
bred  at  Llangefni,  the  only  regular  site  on  the  island.  See  also  page  00. 

WREN  Troglodytes  trogloydtes  DR  YW 

Maximum  counts  elsewhere  included:  100  singing  males  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON,  37  singing 
males  on  Puffin  Island,  ANGLESEY.  See  also  page  136. 

DUNNOCK  Prunella  modularis  LLYWD  Y  GWRYCH 

PEMBROKE:  An  influx  of  c80  on  Skomer  at  end  of  September  with  over  100  between  Oct.  10th-  13th. 

ROBIN  Erithacus  rubecula  ROBIN  GOCH 

Present  throughout  the  year  in  all  areas.  In  GWENT  a  fully  built  nest  at  Ochrwyth  on  Feb.  19th  was 
early.  GLAMORGAN:  Peak  numbers  of  74  on  Feb.  5th  with  120  singing  males  recorded  at 
Ystrad/Llwynypia.  PEMBROKE:  150  on  Skomer  on  Sept.  30th,  102  on  Oct.  15th,  70  on  Nov.  13th  with 
100  on  Ramsey  at  the  end  of  October.  CAERNARFON:  One  was  still  on  territority  at  340  metres  on 
Moel  y  Ci  on  Dec.  14th. 

NIGHTINGALE  Luscinia  megarhynchos*  EOS 

1997  &  1998:  males  heard  singing  at  Wyesham,  GWENT  in  May  1997  and  May  8th  -  24th  1998. 

BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicurus  ochrurus *  TINGOCH  DU 

Approx.  were  apparently  wintering  in  the  early  months  in  GLAMORGAN  (3),  CARMARTHEN 
(3),  PEMBROKE  (7),  CEREDIGION  (7),  CAERNARFON  (c5) ,  ANGLESEY  (1)  and  FLINT  (1). 
Spring  passage  in  PEMBROKE,  Mar.  9th  -  May  20th  involving  at  least  10  individuals,  10  also 
recorded  on  passage  in  CAERNARFON,  including  a  female  at  Bardsey  on  June  28th. Other  records 
during  spring  passage  period  included  singles  at  Llandewi  Rhydderch,  GWENT  on  May  3rd.  at  Cradoc 
Road,  BRECON  on  Apr.  1 5th. 

Autumn  passage  noted  in  PEMBROKE,  Sept.  22nd  -  Nov.  28th,  at  least  39  individuals  at  12  localities, 
max.  9  on  Skomer.  Passage  birds  also  recorded  in  GWENT  (5)  and  CAERNARFON  (5). 

Fewer  birds  in  the  second  winter  period,  15  in  PEMBROKE,  singles  in  MEIRIONNYDD  and 
CAERNARFON  and  3  on  ANGLESEY. 

REDSTART  P.  phoenicurus  TINGOCH 

The  earliest  record  was  one  from  GLAMORGAN  at  Aberamon  on  Apr.  9th.  60  singing  males  were 
located  during  the  MOD  bird  count  on  the  Sennybridge  range  in  late  May,  10  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy 
fledged  23  young.  Some  counties  however  noticed  reductions  in  numbers. 

WHINCHAT  Saxicola  rubetra  CREC  YR  EITHIN 

Limited  information  received  as  follows:  GWENT:  7  pairs  on  the  north  side  of  Sugar  Loaf,  4  pairs  at 
St  Mary's  Vale  and  2  pairs  at  Trefil;  CARMARTHEN:  3  pairs  near  the  Usk  reservoir;  PEMBROKE: 
good  numbers  on  both  spring/autumn  passage;  CEREDIGION:  19  males  at  Cors  Caron; 
CAERNARFON:  good  numbers  above  Capel  Curig. 

STONECHAT  S.  torquata  CLOCHDAR  YCERRIG 

The  only  information  receieved  was:  GWENT:  2  pairs  at  Trefil,  4  pairs  on  the  north  side  of  Sugar 
Loaf,  2  pairs  at  Blorenge,  3  pairs  in  St  Mary's  Vale,  2  pairs  at  Cwm  Lickey,  6  pairs  on  Mynydd 
Henllys  and  Mynydd  Maen  with  other  single  pairs  at  varoius  locations.  GLAMORGAN:  7  pairs  at 
Ystrad/Llwynypia  with  up  to  18  pairs  at  Kenfig.  5  nests  located  at  Eglwysilan  Mountain.  Bred 
throughout  with  good  numbers  on  autumn  passage.,  27  between  Pwlldu  Head  and  Pobbles  on  Nov. 
3rd.  CARMARTHEN:  11  pairs  between  Burry  Point  Harbour  and  the  western  end  of  Ashbumham 
Golf  course.  PEMBROKE:  9  territories  on  Ramsey,  6  Dowrog.  CAERNARFON:  5  pairs  around  Moel 
y  Ci,  4  pairs  Parc  Drysgol.  5  pairs  fledged  34  young  on  Bardsey.  ANGLESEY:  5  pairs  bred  at  Cemlyn 
raising  12  young.  DENBIGH:  14  pairs  in  the  Horseshoe  Pass  area  and  1  pair  on  Nercwys  Mountain. 
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A  1st  winter  /  female  of  the  race  S.t.  maura/stejnegeri  was  seen  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Oct. 
14th. 

WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  oenanthe  TINWEN  Y  GARN 

Widespread  but  numbers  appear  down  on  last  year.  BRECON:  45  pairs  located  on  the  MOD  bird 
count  on  Mynydd  Epynt.  Good  numbers  of  juveniles  seen.  CAERNARFON:  remarkable  record  of  one 
male  on  Kwick  Save  car  park  in  Bangor  on  Jan.  22nd.  Only  4  pairs  nested  on  Bardsey,  a  decline  of 
88%  since  1990.  Many  of  the  152  birds  recorded  on  Bardsey  after  a  lighthouse  attraction  on  Apr.  25th 
and  26th  showed  characteristics  of  the  Greenland  race. 

RING  OUZEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD 

The  only  breeding  information  received  was:  bred  at  Foel-gron  quarry,  Migneint  in  MEIRIONNYDD 
on  May  28th  and  another  pair  collecting  food  on  Arenig  Fawr  on  May  30th.  5  juveniles  were  located  at 
Craig  Cerrig  Gleisiad  NR,  BRECON  on  June  8th.  In  CAERNARFON  a  pair  bred  at  Moel  Tryfan 
Quarry,  2  pairs  at  Dinorwig  Quarry,  2  pairs  in  Nant  Peris  and  2  pairs  in  square  SH6156.  Good 
numbers  seen  in  the  Nant  Ffrancon  valley. 

BLACKBIRD  Turdus  merula  MWYALCHEN 

PEMBROKE:  a  dead  female  found  at  Scolton  on  Jan.  27th  was  ringed  at  Stavanger  Norway. 
BRECON:  140  pairs  recorded  during  MOD  bird  count  on  Mynydd  Epynt  in  late  May. 

FIELDFARE  T.  pilaris  SOCAN  EIRA 

Largest  winter  flocks  were:  GWENT:  750  at  Redwick,  600  at  Uskmouth  on  Feb.  6th  and  300+  at 
Pencoed  on  Mar.  2nd.  In  the  second  winter  period  cl 500  at  Uskmouth  on  Nov.  19th;  GLAMORGAN: 
1000+  were  observed  at  Candleston  on  Jan.  21st  and  500+  at  Kenfig  on  Feb.  23rd;  CARMARTHEN: 
600  at  Cynnant,  Cynghordy  on  Nov.  11th  and  300  at  Llangadog  on  the  20th.  PEMBROKE:  Winter 
flocks  of  100  at  Abercastell  and  Strumble  Head.  CEREDIGION:  300  at  Cymystwyth  on  Nov.  8th  and 
350  at  Llanerchaeron  on  Nov.  9th;  BRECON:  Over  600  at  Dolmenyn  on  Nov.  8lh  and  1500  over 
Pantyllyn  on  12th;  MONTGOMERY:  645  at  Lake  Vymwy  in  November,  300  at  Dyfnant  on  Oct.  31st 
and  300  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve  on  Nov.  19lh;  CAERNARFON:  380  above  Rhiwlas  on  Nov. 
7th;  ANGLESEY:  500+  at  Llanfwrog  on  Nov.  13th;  CLWYD:  A  flock  of  up  to  600  in  the  recording 
area. 

SONG  THRUSH  T.  philomelos  BRONFRAITH 

Counts  of  75  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Nov.  15th  and  100  on  the  17th.  BRECON  :  130  singing 
males  on  the  MOD  Bird  count  on  the  Sennybridge  Range  in  late  May. 

REDWING  T.  iliacus  COCH  DAN-ADEN 

Only  two  significant  counts  during  the  first  winter  period  of  500  near  Llyn  Helyg  on  Jan.  14th.  The 
second  winter  period  saw  much  larger  flocks  with  600  per  hour  at  one  site  in  GWENT  whilst  in 
GLAMORGAN  at  Ystrad/Llwynypia  at  the  end  of  December  there  was  a  flock  of  c600. 

MISTLE  THRUSH  Turdus  viscivorus  BR  YCH  Y  COED 

Largest  counts  were  GLAMORGAN:  21  at  Garnwen/Maesteg  on  July  14th;  CARMARTHEN:  25  at 
Ashbumham  Golf  links  on  Mar.  20th,  50  at  Cynnant,  Cynghordy  and  25  pairs  counted  on  Mynydd 
Epynt,  BRECON  on  the  MoD  Bird  count  in  May.  MEIRIONNYDD:  75+  at  Trawscoed  on  Sept.  8th 
and  70+  at  Rhiwlas,  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  29th. 

CETTI'S  WARBLER  Cettia  cetti *  TELOR  CETTl 

All  records  listed:  7  singing  males  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT.  In  GLAMORGAN  there  were  small 
numbers  at  Kenfig,  12  at  Crymlyn  Bog,  up  ta  5  at  Jersey  Marine  Port  Tennant  Canal.  Singles  were 
found  at  various  sites  and  records  from  3  new  sites,  Eglwys  Nunydd  Reservoir,  Neath  Abbey  and 
Cwrt-y-Bettws.  In  CARMARTHEN  19  territorial  males  recorded  with  4  at  Ffrwd  Fen  and  5  at 
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Witchett  Pool.  PEMBROKE  singles  at  Westfield  Pill  on  Jan.  1st,  at  Bosherston  on  Mar.  10lh  &  25th 
and  3  males  at  the  Teifi  marshes  PEMBROKE/CEREDIGION.  In  BRECON  a  male  heard  in  song  in 
the  Ty  Mawr  reedbed  Llangorse  Lake  on  Feb.  25th  and  1  on  Nov.  9th;  an  adult  at  Conwy  RSPB. 
CAERNARFON  on  Nov.  6th;  on  ANGLESEY:  5  territories  at  the  Valley  Lakes  and  one  reported 
singing  at  Llyn  Maelog  on  May  13th. 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  Locustella.  naevia  TROELLWR  BACH 

Earlist  records  included:  in  GWENT  at  Uskmouth  on  Apr.  21s'  and  another  at  Magor  reserve  on  Apr. 
22nd;  at  Eglwys  Nunvdd  Reservoir,  GLAMORGAN  on  Apr.  27th;  at  Gweunydd  Cochion, 
CARMARTHEN  on  Apr.  27th,  at  St.  David's  airfield,  PEMBROKE  on  Apr.  16th,  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  7th/8th,  at  Madryn,  CAERNARFON  on  Apr.  30th  and  on  ANGLESEY:  at 
Penmon  Point  on  Apr.  19  . 

Other  information  received  as  follows:  GLAMORGAN:  10  males  were  recorded  at  Kenfig  on  May 
15th.  None  recorded  at  the  stronghold  of  Pant-y-sais-fen.  CEREDIGION:  32  territories  on  Cors  Caron. 
BRECON:  6  territories  recorded  on  Mynvdd  Epynt.  6  males  heard  in  the  Usk/Glasfynydd  Forest,  3 
near  the  Crai  reservoir,  5-6  in  the  Bronffynon  area,  5-7  at  Waun  Rydd.  Up  to  30  singing  males 
recorded.  CAERNARFON:  a  peak  count  at  Bardsey  of  10  on  Apr.  26th.  FLINT/DENBIGH:  recorded 
at  10  different  sites. 

AQUATIC  WARBLER  Acrocephalus paludicola*  TELOR  Y DWR 

Singles  at  Skomer.  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  22nd  (the  fourth  island  record)  and  at  Cors  Caron. 
CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  26th. 


/ 


SEDGE  WARBLER  A.  schoenobanus  TELOR  YR  HESG 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  widespread  Welsh  summer  visitor  were  GWENT:  First  at 
Uskmouth  on  Apr.  20th.  51  pairs  bred  at  GLWR  Goldcliff.  GLAMORGAN:  22  singing  males  on  Apr. 
26th  with  28  on  May  13th  at  Kenfig.  Breeding  confirmed  at  Cosmeston  Lakes.  At  Gamwen-Maesteg 
birds  seen  taking  food  to  a  nest  at  an  altitude  of  250m  (first  breeding  record  here).  Good  numbers  at 
Kenfig  during  autumn  passage  peaking  at  26  on  Aug.  28th.  64  singing  males  at  Eglwys  Nunvdd  Res. 
on  Apr.  29th  and  40  at  Oxwich  on  May  1st.  CARMARTHEN:  1 1  singing  males  on  May  4th  and  24  in 
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June  at  Penclacwydd.  PEMBROKE:  35  pairs  bred  on  Skomer,  4  pairs  on  Skokholm,  10  singing  males 
on  St.  David's  airfield  on  Apr.  30th  and  13  pairs  Dowrog.  BRECON:  41  singing  males  at  Bronffynon 
(12),  Glasbury  Wye  (2),  Gors  Llwyn  (4),  Llangorse  Lake  (11),  Sennybridge  Range  (6),  Mynydd  Illtyd 
(2)  and  Y  Gors  (4).  MONTGOMERY:  Dolydd  Hafren  (14),  Wern  (5)  and  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  (6). 
MEIRIONNYDD:  Bred  at  several  sites.  CAERNARFON:  3  on  Bardsey  on  Apr.  8th.  12  males  at 
Morfa  Madryn  on  Apr.  30th  and  25  singing  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  the  same  date  (where  14  pairs  bred). 
Up  to  70  recorded  at  Bardsey  on  May  9  .  ANGLESEY:  Earliest  record  was  one  of  Apr.  8th  at  Cemlyn. 
15  singing  males  at  Llyn  Coron  on  May  13th  and  5  at  Llyn  Rhos  Ddu  on  25th.  33  pairs  bred  at 
Malltraeth  and  9  pairs  at  Cemlyn. 

REED  WARBLER  A  scirpaceus  TELOR  Y  CYRS 

Systematic  counts  for  some  counties:  GWENT:  21  prs.  at  Uskmouth,  122  pairs  bred  at  GLWR; 
GLAMORGAN:  38  singing  males  at  Kenfig  on  May  13th  and  26  at  Newton  Farm  and  Maerdy  Farm; 
CARMARTHEN:  15  singing  males  at  Penclacwydd  and  220  Witchett  Pool;  MONTGOMERY:  6 
pairs  Dolydd  Hafren,  9  at  William  Condry  Reserve  and  one  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas;  CAERNARFON:  8 
pairs  bred  at  Conwy  RSPB;  ANGLESEY:  95  territories  recorded  at  Valley  Lakes  RSPB  and  20  pairs 
bred  at  Malltraeth. 

BOOTED  WARBLER  Hippolais  caligata *  TELOR  BACSIOG 

One  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Sept.  14th  &  15th  was  the  3rd  for  Wales. 

MELODIOUS  WARBLER  H.  polyglotta*  TELOR  PER 

1996:  single  at  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  Aug.  8th  -  1 1th  and  again  on  the  17th. 

2000:  singles  on  Strumble  Head  on  Aug.  7'  &  8th  and  Skomer  between  Sept.  25th  and  Oct.  6th,  both 
PEMBROKE,  and  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  June  8th. 

ICTERINE  WARBLER  H.  icterina*  TELOR  AUR 

1995:  Singles  at  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  Oct.  19th  -  20th  and  Oct.  3 1st  -  Nov.  1st. 

SUBALPINE  WARBLER  Sylvia  cantillans  TELOR  BRONGOCH 

A  male  at  Tal-y-bont,  MEIRIONNYDD  on  Apr.  22nd  was  the  first  record  for  that  county.  In 
CAERNARFON  there  were  3  records  all  of  males,  near  Penmaenmawr  on  May  2nd,  at  Llandudno 
between  May  14th  -  17lh  and  on  Bardsey  between  June  1 1th  -  13th. 

DARTFORD  WARBLER  S.  undata*  TELOR  DARTFORD 

At  least  3  breeding  pairs  and  one  non-breeding  pair  in  GLAMORGAN.  This  was  the  first  confirmed 
breeding  in  Wales  since  the  pair  in  GWENT  in  1998.  Singles  at  Abertillery,  GWENT  on  May  28th  and 
a  male  at  St.  David's  Head,  PEMBROKE  Mar.  18th.  There  were  several  unconfirmed  reports  from 
other  sites.  All  records  are  urgently  needed  by  County  Recorders. 

BARRED  WARBLER  S.  nisoria*  TELOR  RHESOG 

1995:  single  at  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  2nd  &  6th. 

2000:  a  1st  winter  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  15th. 

LESSER  WHITETHROAT  S.curruca  LLWYDFRON FACH 

Breeding  summaries  as  received:  GWENT:  6  territories  at  GLWR,  Fledged  young  at  Vauxhall  fields, 
Monmouth,  and  confirmed  at  3  sites  in  Newport,  and  the  Lower  Usk  Valley.  GLAMORGAN: 
breeding  proven  at  Pontsam  crossing,  Peterstone  Moor  with  a  pair  observed  feeding  young  on  May 
29'  and  again  with  a  possible  second  brood  on  July  23rd.  At  Kenfig  a  single  observed  collecting  nest 
material  with  up  to  2  juveniles  observed  there  from  the  end  of  July.  CARMARTHEN:  4  singing  males 
at  Penclacwydd  on  Apr.  30th.  CEREDIGION:  bred  at  the  Welsh  Wildlife  Centre.  BRECON:  breeding 
proved  at  Great  Porthamel.  MONTGOMERY:  bred  at  5  sites.  FLINT:  An  unusual  record  of  one 
singing  in  the  higher  farmlands  at  Pen-y-Cae  on  Apr.  28th. 
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VVHITETHROAT  S.  communis  LLWYDFRON 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  GWENT:  33  territories  recorded  at  GLWR  Goldcliff; 
GLAMORGAN:  45  at  Kenfig  on  Apr.  24th  with  36  juveniles  recorded  on  May  28th,  10+  pairs  at  Cwm 
Ivy  Marsh;  ANGLESEY:  16  pairs  bred  at  Cemlyn. 

GARDEN  WARBLER.  5.  borin  TELOR  YR  ARDD 

BRECON:  The  MOD  Bird  Count  on  Mynydd  Epynt  produced  37  singing  males.  Very  early  record  at 
Kenfig,  GLAMORGAN  on  Feb.  19th. 

BLACKCAP  S.  atricapilla  TELOR  P  EX  DDL' 

Only  wintering  records  are  given  for  this  common  breeding  species,  figures  represent  the  1st  winter 
period  /  2nd  winter  period.  GWENT  (10.  cl3).  GLAMORGAN  (18,  c27),  CARMARTHEN  (5.  cl2). 
CEREDIGION  (7,  c3).  MONTGOMERY  (2,  3),  MEIRIONNYDD  (0,  1),  CAERNARFON  (clO,  11), 
ANGLESEY  (5,  15).  DENBIGH  (0,  1).  A  male  at  Tintem,  GWENT  on  Mar.  26th  bore  a  ring  from 
Slovenia. 

PALLAS'S  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  proregulus  TELOR  PALLAS 

In  PEMBROKE  there  were  singles  at  Bosherston  Jan.  19th  -  20th,  Pen  y  cwm  on  Oct.  20th  and  2  on 
Skomer  on  Nov.  15th  (constituted  the  1st  and  2nd  records  for  the  island).  The  only  other  record  was  at 
Kenfig,  GLAMORGAN  on  Dec.  27th. 


YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  inornatus*  TELOR  AELFELYX 

Singles  at  Marloes  Mere  Oct.  12th  -  13th  and  the  Gann  on  Oct.  20th,  both  PEMBROKE,  in 
CAERNARFON  at  Uwchmynydd  Oct.  7th  and  at  Llanengan  Oct.  24th  -  25th. 

WOOD  WARBLER  Ph.  sibilatrix  TELOR  Y  COED 

Earliest  records  as  follows:  GWENT:  Apr.  22nd  Beacon  Hill;  GLAMORGAN:  18  singing  males  in 
Darren  Woods  on  Apr.  24th  and  1  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Reservoir  on  Apr.  22nd;  PEMBROKE:  Canaston 
on  Apr.  24th;  BRECON:  2  males  in  Coed  Dyrisiog  on  Apr.  30th;  CAERNARFON:  Pentrefelin  on  Apr. 
23rd;  ANGLESEY:  Newborough  Forest  on  May  7th  (the  first  for  the  island  for  some  years); 
DENBIGH:  2  Glyndvffrdwy  on  Apr.  23rd. 
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CHIFFCHAFF  Ph.  collybita  SIFF-SAFF 

1999:  BRECON:  first  recorded  on  Mar.  18th  not  Mar.  20th  as  stated. 

2000:  2  wintering  records  from  GWENT,  one  in  both  January  and  February;  GLAMORGAN:  7 
records  from  the  first  winter  period;  CARMARTHEN:  individuals  recorded  at  Cydweli  Quay  in  both 
periods;  PEMBROKE:  10  recorded  in  the  first  winter  period  with  cl 9  during  the  2nd  period; 
CEREDIGION:  single  in  February,  2  in  November  and  a  single  in  December;  CAERNARFON.  4  in 
the  first  period  and  7  in  the  second;  ANGLESEY:  a  single  in  the  1st  winter  period,  6  in  the  2nd; 
DENBIGH:  One  record  of  a  bird  over-wintering. 

Individuals  showing  the  characteristics  of  tristis  were  seen  at  Kenfig,  GLAMORGAN  Feb.  27th  and  at 
Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  on  Nov.  21st  to  30th.  Individuals  showing  the  characteristics  of 
abietinus  at  Kenfig  Nov.  9th  -  19th  and  Dec.  8th  -  28th  and  at  Red  Wharf  Bay,  ANGLESEY  Dec.  21st. 

WILLOW  WARBLER  Ph.  trochilus  TELOR  YR  HELYG 

Earliest  records  of  one  at  Nedem,  GWENT  Mar.  26th,  9  at  Lavemock,  GLAMORGAN  on  Mar.  8th 
and  one  Cwm  Cych,  PEMBROKE  on  Mar.  16th,  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  Mar.  2Ll  and  at  South 
Stack,  ANGLESEY  Mar.  25th.  115  birds  were  counted  at  Kenfig,  GLAMORGAN  on  Apr.  22nd  and 
300  +  singing  on  the  Sennybridge  Range,  BRECON. 

GOLDCREST  Regulus  regulus  DRYW EURBEN 

Widespread  throughout  the  recording  area,  large  counts  were:  in  GLAMORGAN:  up  to  52  birds  at 
Coed  Coesau  Wfrips  on  May  2nd  and  c60  in  Morfa  pinewood  on  Nov.  15lh;  50+  on  Ramsey, 
PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  15th,  up  to  200  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  in  March  and  20+  at  the 
Plantation,  South  Stack,  ANGLESEY  on  Mar.  25th. 


FIRECREST  Regulus  ignicapillus * 


DR  YW  PENFFLAMGOCH 


Table  below  summaries  the  monthly  occurance  for  each  county.  Interesting  records  were:  GWENT: 
one  siniging  at  Wentwood  May  20th  -  21st;  all  of  the  GLAMORGAN  records  came  from  Kenfig; 
BRECON:  single  at  Felindre  on  Oct.  24th;  MONTGOMERY:  one  brought  in  by  a  cat  at  Kerryon  Sept. 
19th  was  later  released;  MEIRIONNYDD:  One  singing  in  Cynwyd  forest  on  May  8th; 
CAERNARFON:  up  to  8  recorded  on  Bardsey  from  Mar.  1 1th  to  May  21st  and  2  singles  in  November. 


Monthly  breakdown  of  records  by  county: 
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SPOTTED  FLYCATCHER  Muscicapa  striata  GWYBEDOG  MANNOG 

Most  arrived  between  Apr.  26th  to  29  .  Max.  count  was  of  72  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  May 
13th.  Late  records  included  individuals  at  Llandevaud,  GWENT  on  Oct.  12th  and  a  remarkable  record 
of  one  at  Llanishen/Lisvane  Res.  on  Dec.  29th. 


RED-BREASTED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula parva*  GWYBEDOG  BRONGOCH 

A  first  winter  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  on  Oct.  16th. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  F.  hypoleuca  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

GLAMORGAN:  At  Coed  y  Bedw  6  nest  boxes  were  occupied  with  40  juveniles  fledged,  68  pairs  bred 
at  Clydach  compared  to  101  in  1999.  CARMARTHEN:  Gelli  Aur  9  pairs  fledged  15  young  from  55 
eggs  a  success  rate  of  only  27.3%.  Other  breeding  records  came  from  Abbey  Wood,  Coed  Pont  Felin 
Gat  where  3  pairs  fledged  22  young.  CEREDIGION:  56  pairs  in  nestboxes  at  Ynyshir.  BRECON:  46 
singing  males  located  on  MOD  Bird  Count  in  late  MAY.  MONTGOMERY:  100  pairs  at  Lake 
Vyrnwy  fledged  154  young,  18  prs.  At  Coed  Gwem  Afon  and  10  prs.  At  Moel-y-Garth. 
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MEIRIONNYDD:  Of  106  available  nestboxes  at  RSPB  Mawddach  VR,  44  were  occupied  by  Pied 
Flycatchers.  DENBIGH:  Llangollen,  of  60  boxes  47%  were  occupied  by  this  species. 

MARSH  TIT  Par  us  palustris *  TITW'R  WERN 

The  only  breeding  records  received  of  this  species  came  from  PEMBROKE  where  breeding  was 
confirmed  at  Slebech  Park,  Canaston  Wood,  Llawhaden,  Llandilo,  Geliy,  Sealyham,  Heathfield, 
Knowles  farm  (Garron),  Newton  &  Welsh  Wildlife  Centre.  The  population  appears  to  be  holding  here. 

WILLOW  TIT  Parus  montanus*  TITW'R  HELYG 

A  scarce  breeding  resident  which  is  becoming  much  more  localised  and  less  common.  The  only 
breeding  records  received  of  this  species  were:  PEMBROKE:  bred  Welsh  Wildlife  Centre,  2  prs.  bred 
Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  and  6  breeding  records  from  various  locations  in  BRECON. 

COAL  TIT  Parus  montanus  TITW  PENDDU 

Up  to  20  were  reported  visiting  a  feeding  station  at  St.  Mellon's  Industrial  Estate  in  GLAMORGAN. 
Post  breeding  flocks  of  up  to  36  at  Abercwmboi  Forest  were  reported  in  September. 

BLUE  TIT  Parus  caeruleus  TITW  TOMAS  LAS 

GLAMORGAN:  12  pairs  in  nest  boxes  at  Efail  Isaf,  Garth  Hill,  Cross  Inn  and  Yns  Maerdy  produced 
94  fledglings;  CARMARTHEN:  4  nestbox  pairs  fledged  48  young  at  Coed  Pont  Felin-Gat; 
CAERNARFON:  cl 00  mainly  young  birds  at  Ty'n-y-Maes,  Ogwen  Valley  on  June  20th;  DENBIGH: 
Llangollen  study  block  of  60  nest  boxes  had  13%  occupied  compared  to  30%  in  1999  and  34%  in 
1998. 

GREAT  TIT  Parus  major  TITW  MA  WR 

GLAMORGAN:  a  male  showing  chaaracteristics  of  the  cinereous  Eastern  race  seen  at  the  Glamorgan 
canal  on  Feb.  19lh.  26  occupied  nest  boxes  at  Cwm  Clydach  RSPB  compared  to  32  in  1999. 
CARMARTHEN:  7  nestbox  pairs  fledged  48  young  at  Coed  Pont  Felin-Gat. 

NUTHATCH  Sitta  europaea  DELOR  Y CNAU 

In  GLAMORGAN  at  Cwm  Clydach  RSPB  10  occupied  nest  boxes  compared  to  1 1  in  1999. 

TREE  CREEPER  Certhia  familiaris  DRINGWR  BACH 

A  pair  bred  at  Rhiwlas  at  Cae  Mawr,  CAERNARFON  250  m  above  sea  level. 

GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  oriolus*  EURYN 

1999:  A  single  at  Kenfig,  GLAMORGAN  June  6th. 

2000:  In  PEMBROKE  a  male  at  Ramsey  on  May  13th  &  16lh  and  a  female  at  Marloes  Mere  on  the 
18th;  a  single  at  Cilcennin,  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  3rd.  On  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  an  immature 
male  on  May  14th  and  an  adult  on  June  6th. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  Lanius  collurio  *  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH 

An  adult  female  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  on  Aug.  11th  and  an  adult  male  here  on  the  26th.  A 
juvenile  at  the  Alaw  Estuary,  ANGLESEY  on  Aug.  24th. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  L.  excubitor  *  GIG YDD  MA  WR 

Singles  at:  in  GLAMORGAN  at  Maerdy,  Rhondda  Mar.  30th  -  31st  and  at  Mynydd  Bach  Margam 
Forest  on  numerous  dates  until  mid  April;  in  RADNOR  Forest  since  1999  until  Feb.  22nd;  at  Tal-y- 
Bont,  CAERNARFON  on  Feb.  25th. 

WOODCHAT  SHRIKE  Lanius  senator*  CIGYDD  PENGOCH 

1998:  a  male  at  Strumble  Head,  PEMBROKE  May  15th. 

2000:  one  at  Skomer,  PEMBROKE  Apr.  29th  and  a  male  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  May  1st  -  4th. 
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JAY  Garrulus  glandarius  YSGRECH  Y  COED 

Resident  breeder  throughout  the  recording  area.  CAERNARFON:  15  at  Carneddi  Nantmor  on  Aug. 
7th.  ANGLESEY:  One  at  South  Stack  in  April  was  the  first  for  the  reserve  for  20  years. 

MAGPIE  Pica  pica  PIODEN 

GWENT:  20  at  West  Pill  on  Oct.  7lh;  GLAMORGAN:  40  roosting  in  willows  at  Abercwmbio  Lake  on 
June  8th,  an  albino  was  present  all  year  at  Pentre,  a  maximum  of  55  at  a  regular  roost  at  Cwmbwrla  on 
Feb.  29th;  6  pairs  nested  on  Skomer,  PEMBROKE;  9  pairs  on  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON. 

CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

The  only  breeding  reports  received  were:  in  GLAMORGAN  the  resident  pair  in  the  Ogmore  to  Nash 
Point  area  reported  at  Ogmore  car  park.  2  other  pairs  bred.  One  pair  fledged  4  young  at  a  site  near 
Mewslade.  In  the  Pennard  area  a  pair  bred  but  no  young  fledged  despite  eggs  being  laid; 
PEMBROKE:  59  occupied  territories  with  a  minimum  of  92  young  fledged.  In  the  later  part  of  the 
year  flocks  built  up  with  up  to  30  on  Skomer  and  39  on  Ramsey;  CEREDIGION:  18  pairs  bred  at 
coastal  sites  with  32  young  reared.  Late  winter  flocks  included  30  at  Ynys  Lochtyn;  CAERNARFON: 
4  pairs  raised  16  young  at  Bardsey.  A  flock  of  44  at  Braich-y-Pwll,  Uwchmynydd  on  Sept.  30th; 
ANGLESEY:  1 1  pairs  bred  at  South  Stack. 

ROOK  Corvus  frugilegus  YD  FRAN 

In  GLAMORGAN  a  county  total  of  1 104  nest,  of  which  651  nests  in  29  rookeries  were  in  GOWER. 
In  CARMARTHEN  31  rookeries  held  638  nests,  the  largest  being  at  Glangwili  hospital  with  49  nests. 

CARRION  CROW  C.  corone  BRAN  DYDDYN 

Hooded  Crows  were  recorded  as  follows: 

PEMBROKE:  Singles  on  Strumble  Head  on  Feb.  12th,  Port  Clais  on  Oct.  7th,  Ramsey  on  May  22nd, 
June  17th,  July  10l  and  Oct.  15th;  at  Borth,  CEREDIGION  on  Mar.  5th;  CAERNARFON:  singles  at 
Foryd  Bay  on  Apr.  16lh  &  July  2nd  and  Bardsey  on  Oct.  8th;  ANGLESEY:  Hen  Borth  on  Jan.  23rd, 
Llaneilian  until  March  and  one  at  South  Stack  on  July  2nd  and  Dec.  17th;  DENBIGH:  one  at 
Llangollen  on  Apr.  9lh. 

RAVEN  C.  corax  CIGFRAN 

In  GWENT  bred  throughout  the  county  with  21  nests  known  in  the  Rassau/Blaina  area. 
GLAMORGAN:  the  Blaen  Canaid  roost  excelled  itself  with  a  count  of  274  on  Oct.  24lh 
CARMARTHEN:  notable  flocks  of  35  at  Garreg  Lwyd  and  17  feeding  on  a  sheep  carcass  on  Mynydd 
Du;  BRECON:  successful  in  26  nests  out  of  a  total  of  55;  95  near  Old  RADNOR  on  Apr.  14th; 
ANGLESEY:  the  Newborough  Forest  roost  held  1,050  on  Jan.  15th;  a  rather  poor  year  in  DENBIGH, 
of  9  nests  inspected  at  egg  stage  only  4  held  clutches  of  6  and  a  mean  clutch  size  was  4  -  8  with  9  pairs 
rearing  a  mean  of  2.2  fledged  young. 

STARLING  Sturnus  vulgaris  DRUDWEN 

Some  large  flocks  recorded  were  as  follows:  2500  at  GLWR  Goldcliff,  GWENT  in  December,  15,000 
at  Kenfig,  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  19th,  5000  roosting  at  Cynghordy,  CARMARTHEN  on  Feb.  10th. 
In  BRECON:  1400  at  Llanwrtyd  Wells  in  early  March,  5000  roosted  in  Llangorse  Lake  on  Nov.  3rd 
and  cl 6,000  roosted  at  Ffrwdgrech  on  Dec.  29th.  15,000  roosted  Gregynog  Hall,  MONTGOMERY. 
20,000  roosted  at  Conwy  RSPB,  CAERNARFON  on  Dec.  21st  100,000  at  Llanllechnid, 
CAERNARFON  during  the  1st  winter  period  up  to  Mar.  15th  and  50,000  roosted  at  Llanfaelog. 
ANGLESEY  on  Nov.  27th. 

ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING  S.  roseus*  DRUDWEN  WRIDOG 

In  GLAMORGAN  an  adult  at  Aberdare  in  late  August  and  a  juv.  at  Nash  Point  on  Sept.  23rd.  An  adult 
at  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  June  8th  -  10lh  and  a  juv.  at  Strumble  Head  Sept.  10th  -  12th.  On  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  there  was  a  juv.  on  Oct.  14th. 
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HOUSE  SPARROW  Passer  domesticus  ADERYN  Y  TO 

GLAMORGAN:  Roost  of  up  to  80  was  at  Landsdown  Hospital  grounds  in  both  winter  periods.  100+ 
at  a  Llansamlet  garden  feeder  on  Aug.  1st  and  75+  from  Margam  at  Troed-Y-Rhiw  Farm. 
CARMARTHEN:  32  nests  in  nest  boxes  in  Penclacwydd;  BRECON:  90  at  Cradoc  on  Sept.  24lh;  1 15 
at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  in  August. 

TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus *  GOLF  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

All  breeding  season  records  are  given  for  this  species.  GWENT:  Pairs  near  Trelleck,  Llanarth  and  a 
pair  at  the  Hendre.  No  breeding  records  from  GLAMORGAN.  CARMARTHEN:  10  nestbox  pairs 
fledged  30  young  in  the  Tywi  Valley.  In  MONTGOMERY:  9  pairs  bred  near  Bishop’s  Castle  in  nest 
boxes,  cl  5  pairs  bred  near  Newtown  in  nest  boxes  and  1-2  pairs  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren. 

Large  flocks  included:  in  BRECON:  40  -  60  at  Domenyn,  Garth  from  January  -  March,  30  in  a  weedy 
roots  field  at  Waun-Y-Mynach  on  Nov.  8th,  40+  in  unharvested  barley  at  Tredomen  on  the  3rd  and  20 
to  30  on  fallen  grain  at  Dolmenyn  on  Dec.  18th.  In  RADNOR  47  at  Glasbury  Oct.  6th,  a  total  of  95  in  3 
flocks  there  on  Dec.  15th  and  50  at  Old  Radnor  on  Sept.  28th.  80  were  at  Dolydd  Hafren, 
MONTGOMERY  on  Feb.  14th  and  1 10  there  on  Sept.  26th.  30  at  the  Braint  Eest.  ANGLESEY  on  Jan. 
3rd  was  the  largest  flock  on  the  island  for  many  years. 

CHAFFINCH  Fringilla  coelebs  JI-BINC 

GWENT  400+  on  uncultivated  land  at  Monmouth  during  January  &  February;  GLAMORGAN:  307 
at  Merthyr  Mawr  on  Jan.  2nd,  c500  at  Margam  Park  on  Oct.  1st  where  grain  had  been  put  down  for 
domestic  wildfowl;  CARMARTHEN:  300  at  Hafod  Neddyn,  Broad  Oak  on  Feb.  1st;  PEMBROKE: 
260  at  Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  22nd  and  300  on  Skomer  on  Nov.  21st;  CEREDIGION:  250  at 
Cwmystwyth  on  Oct.  29th;  BRECON:  350  singing  males  on  an  MoD  bird  count  on  the  Sennybridge 
range;  CAERNARFON:  400+  at  'White  Bridge'  near  Bangor  on  Sept.  18th  and  649  moved  south  on 
the  morning  of  Nov.  2nd  at  Bardsey. 

BRAMBLING  F.  montifringilla  PINC  Y  MYNYDD 

Large  counts  included:  20  with  other  finches  in  linseed  at  Llangybi,  GWENT  during  January,  12  at 
Goitre-Quakers  yard,  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  28th,  up  to  10  at  Gupton  Farm,  PEMBROKE  between 
Jan.  19th  and  21st,  50+  at  Pencroesland,  Llangattock,  BRECON  on  Jan.  2nd  and  Mar.  1 1th. 

GREENFINCH  Carduelis  chloris  LLINOS  WERDD 

In  GWENT  50+  at  Uskmouth  on  Aug.  5th.  In  GLAMORGAN:  210  at  Treforest  Industrial  Estate  on 
Jan.  13th,  a  max.  of  1 10  on  the  foreshore  at  Blackpill  on  Jan.  21st  &  Feb.  4th  and  160  at  Lavemock  on 
Sept.  8th.  80+  at  Cefn  Padrig,  CARMARTHEN  on  Jan.  9th  and  c200  Ffrwdgrech,  BRECON  on  Jan. 
18th  and  cl 00  there  Dec.  29th  and  300  at  the  William  Condry  Reserve,  MONTGOMERY  on  Nov.  12th. 

GOLDFINCH  C.  carduelis  NICO 

Autumn  /post  breeding  flocks  included  170  at  Uskmouth  in  GWENT  on  Sept.  1st;  GLAMORGAN: 
100  at  Efail  Isaf  on  Sept.  22nd  and  130  at  Lamby  Way,  Cardiff  on  the  28th;  CARMARTHEN:  160  at 
Ginst  Point  on  Oct.  1st;  PEMBROKE:  200+  birds  at  Castle  Martin  on  Oct.  7th  -  8th;  BRECON:  cl 00  in 
the  Tredomen  area  on  Oct.  21st;  CEREDIGION:  186  at  Ynys-Hir  on  Aug.  26th  and  150  at  Ystumtuen 
on  Sept.  3rd;  MEIRIONNYDD:  cl 00  at  Trawscoed,  Llanuwchllyn  on  Sept.  15th.  At  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  numbers  peaked  at  1 19  birds  on  Oct.  6th.  Flocks  of  150+  recorded  at  several  places 
on  ANGLESEY  and  200  were  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  on  Sept.  16th. 

SISKIN  C.  spinus  PI  LA  GWYRDD 

Much  smaller  flocks  reported  this  year  compared  to  1999.  Up  to  150  reported  at  Beacon  Hill, 
GWENT  on  Oct.  6th,  56  at  Llwyn  Res.,  GLAMORGAN  on  Nov.  19th  and  c70  reported  in  Birch 
Spinney  Margam  Moors  on  Nov.  15th,  70  at  Hafod  Neddyn,  Broad  Oak,  CARMARTHEN  on  Nov. 
14th,  cl 00  at  Scethrog,  BRECON  on  Oct.  22nd  and  200  at  Cors  Caron,  CEREDIGION  on  Sept.  22nd. 
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LINNET  C.  cannabina  LLINOS 

Sizeable  flocks  included  300  with  other  finches  at  Crucorney,  GWENT  on  Feb.  13lh.  In 
GLAMORGAN  120  were  at  Leckwith  on  Jan.  9th,  290+  at  Wem  Ffrwd  on  Aug.  14th,  135  at  Sker 
Farm  on  Aug.  31st,  100  at  Lavemock  on  Oct.  4th  and  300  at  Port  Talbot  Docks  on  Oct.  15th 
CARMARTHEN:  120  at  Llangadog  on  Sept.  9th  and  180  at  Machynys  on  Sept.  23rd;  PEMBROKE: 
winter  flocks  included  200  at  Cam  Lleidi  on  Jan.  9th  and  2000  in  maize  stubble,  Freshwater  West  in 
January.  CEREDIGION:  300  at  Gwbert  on  Oct.  14lh  and  240  at  Ynys-Hir  on  Aug.  26th;  BRECON: 
cl 50  in  roots  at  Battle  Hill  on  Feb.  24th  and  c200  in  the  Tredomen  area  on  Oct.  21st;  561  on  Bardsey, 
CAERNARFON  on  Sept.  19th  and  200  at  Malltraeth  Point,  ANGLESEY  on  Sept.  28th. 

TWITE  C.  Jlavirostris  *  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

All  records  were:  in  CAERNARFON:  the  wintering  flock  at  Llanfairfechan  /  Morfa  Madryn,  reached 
a  peak  of  45  on  Mar.  31bI  with  individuals  remaining  until  Apr.  1 1th.  Singles  at  Morfa  Dinlle  on  Apr. 
10th,  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Apr.  28th  and  a  female  at  Llyn  Eigiau  on  June  27  . 

The  annual  post  breeding  gathering  at  Nant  Ffrancon  numbered  12  on  Aug.  9th  increasing  to  75  on 
Aug.  28th  then  dropping  to  50  on  Sept.  1 1th,  with  15  still  present  on  Nov.  7th.  Returning  individuals  at 
Morfa  Madryn,  numbered  1 1  on  Sept.  30th  and  10  on  Oct.  16th.  6  were  seen  at  Llanberis  on  Oct.  1 1th,  a 
single  at  Bangor  on  Oct.  27th  and  2  at  Bardsey  on  Nov.  10th. 

On  ANGLESEY:  up  to  16  at  Abermenai  Point  in  January  and  3  at  the  Braint  Est.  on  Jan.  9th.  In  the 
second  winter  period,  there  were  3  at  Abermanai  Point  on  Oct.  17th,  increasing  to  1 1  Nov.  15th  -  Dec. 
1 7th.  A  single  was  seen  at  Point  Lynas  on  Oct.  4th,  2  at  Cemlyn  on  Nov.  3rd  (  a  single  there  on  the  5th) 
and  6  were  at  Red  Wharf  Bay  on  Nov.  22nd. 

The  only  counts  from  FLINT  were  of  8  by  Flint  Castle  Feb.  12th  &  Mar.  6th  and  up  to  60  there  on  Dec. 
13th. 

Away  from  north  Wales,  the  only  records  were  of  singles  that  passed  through  Skokholm  on  May  3rd 
and  Ramsey  on  June  9th  both  PEMBROKE. 

LESSER  REDPOLL  C.  cabaret  LLINOS  BENGOCH 

Large  counts  were:  30  to  40  at  Trelleck  Hill,  GWENT  on  May  2nd,  94  at  Wemddu,  GLAMORGAN 
on  Apr.  16th  and  56  at  Glasbury,  BRECON  throughout  February.  66  pairs  were  located  in  BRECON 
25  of  which  were  on  the  Sennybridge  Range.  There  were  good  numbers  in  MEIRIONNYDD 
particularly  in  conifer  plantations,  where  they  favoured  younger  more  scrubby  areas  and  36  at 
Ynyshir,  CEREDIGION  on  Aug.  23rd. 

MEALY  REDPOLL  C.flammea* 

All  records  were  from  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON.  2  on  Apr.  30th,  up  to  15  between  May  8th  and  14th 
and  one  on  July  29th  &  30th.  This  species  will  be  added  to  the  WRP  list  as  of  lbt  January  2001. 

CROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra  GYLFIN  GROES 

In  GWENT  there  were  20+  near  Tintern  on  Feb.  19th,  a  pair  with  2  juveniles  at  Dingestow  Court  on 
Apr.  23rd  &  May  2nd.  GLAMORGAN:  8  near  Cwmbach  on  Jan.  27th  and  13  at  Garw  Nant,  a 
maximum  1 1  on  Mar.  5th  in  the  Rheola  Forest  above  Abergarwed;  CARMARTHEN:  43  on  Feb.  20th 
in  the  Pembrey  Forest;  12  at  Lake  Vymwy,  MONTGOMERY  in  October.  The  Gwydyr  Forest, 
CAERNARFON  recorded  flocks  of  up  to  13.  Many  records  on  ANGLESEY  with  20  to  30  recorded  at 
Newborough  Forest,  a  maximum  70+  on  Jan.  24th. 

COMMON  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythinus  *  LLINOS  GOCH 

1994:  individuals  on  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  June  6th  -  9th,  Oct.  6th  -  9th  and  Oct.  3 1st  -  Nov.  1st. 
1995:  single  on  Skokholm  Sept.  13th  &  16th. 

2000:  a  male  at  Bardsey,  CAERNARFON  June  8th  and  immatures/females  at  Skokholm  Oct.  7th  -  8lh 
and  at  Skomer  Oct.  19th,  both  PEMBROKE. 

BULLFINCH  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula  COCH  Y  BERLLAN 

In  BRECON  45  pairs  noted  in  the  south  of  county  with  a  further  3  on  Sennybridge  MoD. 
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HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes*  GYLFINBRAFF 

In  GWENT  found  in  at  least  7  areas.  3  nests  were  found  with  eggs  near  Chepstow  on  May  7  but  2 
were  later  predated.  Single  records  from  Taliaris,  CARMARTHEN  on  Dec.  10th  and  near  Lovesgrove, 
Aberystwyth,  CEREDIGION  on  May  30th.  MEIRIONNYDD:  Highest  counts  made  during  post 
fledgling  period  in  August  from  2  roost  sites  were  63  on  Aug.  26lh  at  site  A  and  17  at  site  B  on  Aug. 
28th.  In  CAERNARFON  good  numbers  at  Llanbedr-y-Cennin  from  Feb.  25th  with  a  max.  of  22-23  on 
Mar.  3rd.  Ten  at  this  site  on  June  11th  included  2  fledged  juveniles  being  fed  by  parents  -  the  first 
confirmed  breeding  record  for  the  county  for  many  years.  Elsewhere  5  were  at  Caerhun  on  Mar.  13th. 
6  there  on  Apr.  26'  and  7  on  May  24th,  3  at  Penrhyn  Castle  Nov.  9th  and  2  on  Bardsey  Oct.  19th. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponicus*  BRAS  Y  GOGLEDD 

All  records  were:  from  GLAMORGAN:  a  single  at  Ogmore  Down  Apr.  16th;  PEMBROKE:  2  on 
Skomer  on  Sept.  19th  &  one  on  Oct.  6th,  a  single  on  Skokholm  on  Oct.  3rd  and  2  on  the  6th.  On  the 
mainland  singles  at  Strumble  Head  on  Sept.  20th  &  29th  and  Oct.  22nd,  3  at  Dale  Airfield  Sept.  30th,  2 
at  Portlysgi  on  Oct.  20th.  In  CAERNARFON  up  to  3  on  the  Great  Orme  Sept.  21st  -  29th,  a  female 
there  Oct.  15th,  3  near  Llandudno  West  Shore  Oct.  18th  and  on  Bardsey,  2  on  Sept.  19th,  one  on  Oct.  lsl 
and  2  on  the  13th.  On  ANGLESEY  a  single  at  the  Range  on  Sept.  23rd,  3  on  the  29th,  2  on  Oct.  1st  and 
one  on  the  5th  -  6th. 

SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis*  BRAS  YR  EIRA 

The  table  below  summarises  the  monthly  occurannce  for  each  county.  Inland  records  included:  an 
adult  male  seen  on  Mynydd  Epynt,  BRECON  on  Jan.  15th,  6  on  Cader  Idris,  MEIRIONNYDD  on 
Dec.  17th,  a  single  at  Llangurig,  MONTGOMERY  on  Mar.  26th,  11  on  the  summit  of  Foel  Grach, 
CAERNARFON  on  Dec.  9l  and  singles  over  Mynydd  Bodafon,  ANGLESEY  Oct.  1 1th  &  21st. 

Other  interesting  records  were:  a  single  at  Cemlyn,  ANGLESEY  on  Aug.  16th  &  22nd,  23  on  Ramsey, 
PEMBROKE  on  Jan.  6th,  32  at  Gronant,  FLINT  on  Jan.  6th  and  20  at  Pensarn,  DENBIGH  on  Feb.  17th. 


Jan 

Feb 

Mar  Apr  May 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

GLAMORGAN 

I 

CARMARTHEN 

3 

PEMBROKE 

26 

12 

3 

CEREDIGION 

1 

2 

3 

BRECON 

1 

MONTGOMERY 

1 

MEIRIONNYDD 

2 

5 

6 

CA+RNAREON 

1 

2  2 

2 

2 

I  1 

ANGLESEY 

1 

5 

3 

DENBIGH 

20 

FLINT 

34 

37 

YELLOWHAMMER  Emberiza  citrinella  MELYN  YR  EITHIN 

GWENT:  30+  with  Chaffinches  at  Monmouth  on  Jan.  2nd.  Other  flocks  of  20  -  25  seen,  c50  with  other 
finches  at  Tregare  on  Mar.  5th.  GLAMORGAN:  100+  at  Ewenny  Mor  during  January.  BRECON: 
during  breeding  season  10  pairs  noted  on  the  Northern  Commons  and  6  in  the  Chwefru  Valley.  All 
other  breeding  records  came  from  the  South  East  comer  of  the  county.  CAERNARFON:  Up  to  50  on 
Jan.  1st  on  Afon  Cegin  near  Llandegai. 

ORTOLAN  BUNTING  E.  hortulana*  BRAS  YGERDDI 

1994:  a  male  on  Skokholm,  PEMBROKE  May  1 1th. 

1995:  3  on  Skokholm  on  Sept.  2nd. 

RUSTIC  BUNTING  E.  rustica*  BRAS  GWLEDIG 

A  male  at  Abergele,  DENBIGH  Apr.  7th  was  foud  dead  on  the  9th.  1st  record  for  the  county  and  only 
the  9th  for  Wales. 
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REED  BUNTING  E.  schoeniclus  BRAS  Y  CYRS 

GWENT:  Highest  count  of  92  at  Uskmouth  on  Feb.  15th.  During  the  breeding  season  24  territories 
recorded  at  GLWR  Goldcliff;  in  GLAMORGAN  27  at  Maesteg  Cemetery  on  Jan.  1st; 
CARMARTHEN:  16  at  Penclacwydd  and  15  at  Witchett  Pool  on  May  4th;  15  territories  at  Ynyshir. 
CEREDIGION:  in  BRECON  125  singing  males  recorded  during  the  breeding  season  and  20  roosting 
at  the  Llangorse  reedbed  on  Sept.  3rd;  10  pairs  bred  at  Malltraeth  RSPB,  ANGLESEY. 

BLACK  HEADED  BUNTING  E.melanocephala*  BRAS  PEN  DDL' 

Males  at  Bardsev.  CAERNARFON  on  June  6lh  and  another  on  the  30th. 

CORN  BUNTING  Milana  calandra*  BR.4S  YR  YD 

A  single  singing  male  during  the  breeding  season  at  Shotwick.  FLINT. 
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COUNTS  OF  COMMON  BREEDING  BIRDS  IN  WALES  IN  2000 


One  of  the  difficulties  publications  such  as  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  always  face  is  to  give  any  idea 
either  of  the  numbers  of  common  and  widespread  birds  in  an  area  as  large  and  diverse  as  Wales  or  of 
changes  in  their  populations.  For  some  species,  such  as  hirundines,  thrushes  or  finches,  it  is  possible 
to  give  some  indication  of  continuing  status  by  giving  regular  summaries  of  winter  or  passage  flocks, 
although  changes  in  these  may  not  reflect  local  conditions.  Ringing  totals  also  provide  some  clues. 
But  for  many  common  species  these  sources  have  little  to  say.  Table  1  therefore  lists  some  counts  of 
breeding  numbers,  based  largely  on  singing  males,  in  defined  areas.  The  sites  are  numbered  in  the 
table  and  are  listed  below.  They  are  in  the  same  order  and  have  the  same  numbers  as  in  1998  and  1999 
but  2  further  sites  have  dropped  out. 

3.  FLINT  Llanasa.  87.7  ha.  Mixed  farmland,  mainly  grass  with  cattle  and  sheep.  Some  arable  crops 
and  one  small  plantation.  CBC.  4.  CEREDIGION  Coed  Penrhyn-mawr.  13.8  ha.  Sessile  oak 
woodland,  ungrazed,  some  larch.  CBC.  6.  BRECON  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD.  c.  12,000  ha.  Open  grass 
moorland  with  wooded  stream  valleys,  scattered  plantations  and  one  substantial  area  of  forest.  Only 
part  can  be  covered.  7.  E.  GLAMORGAN  Ystrad/Llwynypia.  143  ha.  Open  hill  (40%),  hill  farmland 
(17%),  woodland  (26%)  and  riverside  and  suburban  habitats  (17%).  8.  PEMBROKE  Dowrog  NR.  80 
ha.  Damp  heathland.  9.  GOWER  Langland  Bay  GC.  35.5  ha.  Golfcourse  with  mature  boundary 
hedges,  small  copses  and  cliff-top  with  rough  grass.  10.  PEMBROKE  Skokholm  NR.  106  ha. 
Offshore  island,  grassland/bracken,  not  recently  stocked;  1 1 .  PEMBROKE  Skomer  NR.  289  ha. 
Offshore  island,  grassland/bracken  and  some  heather,  not  recently  stocked;  12.  PEMBROKE  Ramsey 
NR.  254  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland  with  bracken,  recently  stocked  (sheep  and  deer);  13. 
CAERNARFON  Bardsey  NR.  178  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland,  scrub  and  heath,  recently  stocked 
(sheep  and  ponies);  15.  DENBIGH.  Worlds  End  Estate.  CBC  indicates  that  the  site  is  a  census  area  for 
this  long-running  national  survey,  which  has  now  come  to  an  end. 

Changes  from  year  to  year  will  always  be  shown  by  such  counts  but,  for  the  species  for  which  trends 
were  shown  in  this  report  in  Table  2  last  year,  continued  increases  were  recorded  in  2000  for  Cuckoo, 
Swallow  and  Dunnock,  and  Linnet  recovered  the  ground  lost  since  1998.  Green  Woodpecker,  Wren, 
Robin,  Stonechat,  Song  Thrush,  Mistle  Thrush  and  Chiffchaff  showed  little  or  no  change  in  2000, 
consolidating  their  longer  term  trends.  The  remaining  9  species  all  declined  in  2000  but  only  for 
Wheatear  and  Spotted  Flycatcher  was  the  decline  large  enough  to  reverse  the  longer  term  trend  since 
1994.  Spotted  Flycatcher  is  emerging  from  these  counts  as  the  common  breeding  bird  perhaps  in  most 
difficulty  in  Wales. 

Note:  A  dash  indicates  that  none  was  counted,  0  that  the  species  was  absent  but  has  bred,  p  that  the 
species  was  present  but  no  clear  territories  were  established,  *  that  counts  are  of  nests  and  #  that 
counts  are  of  birds  not  pairs  or  territories. 


Michael  Shrubb. 
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TABLE  1.  COUNTS  OF  COMMON  BREEDING  BIRDS  AT  SELECTED  WELSH  SITES  IN  2000 


3. 

4. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10 

ii 

12. 

13. 

15. 

Grey  Heron 

P 

- 

1 

P 

- 

0 

- 

0 

- 

- 

- 

Mallard 

2 

P 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

18 

1 

7 

- 

Sparrowhawk 

P 

- 

3 

P 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Buzzard 

1 

P 

20 

3 

- 

- 

1 

2-3 

3 

- 

- 

Kestrel 

1 

- 

2 

1 

- 

0 

- 

0 

1 

- 

- 

Moorhen 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

7 

- 

Stock  Dove 

2 

- 

P 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Woodpigeon 

4* 

5 

25 

15 

2 

7 

1 

10 

- 

7 

51 

Collared  Dove 

1 

- 

2 

6 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Cuckoo 

- 

0 

19 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1-2 

Tawny  Owl 

1 

P 

2 

P 

- 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Green  Woodpecker 

P 

- 

5 

10 

- 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Gt.  Sp.  Woodpecker 

P 

4 

10 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Skylark 

5 

- 

273 

18 

4 

1 

9 

31 

17 

0 

- 

Swallow 

P 

- 

60 

5 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

14 

8 

House  Martin 

P 

- 

20 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

13 

5 

Tree  Pipit 

- 

- 

52 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

26 

Meadow  Pipit 

P 

- 

302 

26 

16 

7 

31 

62 

P 

44 

- 

Rock  Pipit 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

29 

50 

P 

23 

- 

Pied  Wagtail 

3 

- 

22 

6 

- 

2 

4 

4 

3 

6 

2 

Wren 

14 

33 

150 

123 

13 

12 

21 

58 

15 

100 

142 

Dunnock 

15 

1 

21 

29 

3 

10 

- 

18 

4 

10 

20 

Robin 

15 

27 

168 

120 

2 

7 

- 

- 

- 

5 

134 

Redstart 

1 

5 

60 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21 

Whinchat 

- 

- 

55 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Stonechat 

P 

- 

9 

7 

6 

2 

- 

0 

9 

5 

- 

Wheatear 

P 

- 

45 

5 

- 

- 

9 

11 

42 

4 

- 

Blackbird 

10 

21 

139 

65 

5 

20 

4 

8 

5 

- 

26 

Song  Thrush 

1 

15 

129 

25 

2 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

30 

Mistle  Thrush 

1 

2 

25 

7 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

Grasshopper  Warbler 

- 

- 

6 

- 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

- 

Sedge  Warbler 

- 

- 

6 

- 

13 

- 

4 

35 

- 

1-4 

- 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Whitethroat 

10 

- 

12 

6 

17 

4 

- 

14 

5 

- 

- 

Garden  Warbler 

0 

7 

37 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17 

Blackcap 

1 

11 

19 

18 

- 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Wood  Warbler 

- 

1 1 

1 1 

4-5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

0 

Chiffchaff 

p 

8 

17 

6 

2 

2 

- 

- 

. 

J 

3 

Willow  Warbler 

4 

6 

304 

43 

12 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

66 

Goldcrest 

-* 

J 

13 

74 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

no 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

- 

1 

4 

1 

- 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pied  Flycatcher 

- 

16 

46 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

24 

Long-tailed  Tit 

0 

1 

3 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17 

Coal  Tit 

2 

5 

14 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

46 

Blue  Tit 

11 

20 

19 

P 

2 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21 

Great  Tit 

5 

10 

20 

33 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

19 

Nuthatch 

1 

4 

5 

5 

_ 

. 

. 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7 

Treecreeper 

P 

6 

3 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Jay 

P 

1 

6 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

Magpie 

6* 

P 

14 

11 

4 

5 

- 

6 

4 

9 

8 

Jackdaw 

1* 

- 

94# 

P 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

20 

- 

Carrion  Crow 

4* 

3 

20 

37 

4 

2 

3 

7 

2 

1 1 

17 

Raven 

1 

0 

9 

2 

- 

0 

1 

4 

P 

2 

- 

Starling 

P 

- 

50# 

7 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

House  Sparrow 

P 

- 

10 

21 

1 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Chaffinch 

23 

31 

348 

31 

3 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

105 

Greenfinch 

3 

P 

2 

8 

2 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Goldfinch 

3 

2 

0 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

Linnet 

12 

- 

28 

4-5 

4 

5 

P 

0 

P 

30 

- 

Bullfinch 

- 

P 

3 

5 

1 

1 

- 

- 

-> 

j 

Yellowhammer 

12 

4 

- 

0 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Reed  Bunting 

- 

- 

22 

6 

5 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 
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HUDSONIAN  WHIMBREL  AT  GLWR  GOLDCLIFF  -  first  for  Wales 


In  recent  years,  British  birders  have  become  increasingly  interested  in  subspecies.  This  interest  is 
partly  driven  by  the  potential  for  an  “armchair  tick”  if  a  subspecies  is  upgraded  by  the  BOU,  but 
vagrancy  of  a  subspecies  surely  has  as  much  intrinsic  interest  as  vagrancy  of  a  species.  Increased 
awareness  of  obscure  features  allows  birders  to  pick  out  some  vagrant  subspecies.  Others,  however, 
are  strikingly  different  from  their  regular  counterparts. 

The  rarity  of  Hudsonian  Whimbrel  Numenius  phaeopus  hudsonicus  in  Europe  is  surprising.  Despite 
an  eye-catching  identification  feature  just  four  were  identified  in  Europe  during  the  20th  century,  two 
in  Shetland  and  two  in  Ireland.  The  subspecies  occurs  occasionally  in  the  Azores  and  has  been 
recorded  once  in  the  Cape  Verde  Islands.  The  eye-catching  feature  of  Hudsonian  Whimbrel  is  a  dark 
rump.  All  but  three  of  the  World’s  eight  Numenius  species  actually  show  this  feature  but  the  three 
exceptions,  which  have  white  rumps,  are  the  only  species  that  occur  regularly  in  Europe. 

On  Saturday  6th  May  2000  I  was  birding  at  the  Goldcliff  Lagoons,  part  of  the  Gwent  Levels  Wetland 
Reserve  near  Newport.  The  only  other  two  birders  on  the  site  accidentally  disturbed  a  flock  of  20 
Whimbrel  from  the  edge  of  one  of  the  lagoons  and,  as  they  flew  past  me,  I  noticed  that  one  of  the 
Whimbrels  had  a  dark  rump.  No  obvious  size  difference  was  apparent  in  flight  and,  when  the  flock 
landed,  none  of  the  Whimbrels  looked  obviously  different  -  the  dark-rumped  bird  was  surely  a 
Hudsonian  Whimbrel.  I  left  Nick  and  Julie  Bird,  the  other  two  birders,  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  flock 
and  went  to  phone  out  the  news.  The  flock  had  moved  off  by  the  time  I  returned  with  Chris  Jones  but 
they  soon  returned  to  their  favoured  field  giving  us  a  chance  to  pinpoint  the  Hudsonian  as  it  landed. 
My  initial  concerns  that  it  might  be  a  difficult  bird  to  identify  on  the  ground  were  allayed  as  it  showed 
several  clear  features  that  separated  it  from  its  commoner  relatives. 

The  Goldcliff  Hudsonian  Whimbrel  was  the  first  of  this  subspecies  to  be  recorded  in  Wales  and  the 
first  to  appear  in  the  British  Isles  since  a  one-day  bird  at  Tacumshin  in  1980.  As  well  as  the  dark 
rump  it  showed  several  features  that  distinguished  it  from  Eurasian  Whimbrels.  The  head  was 
particularly  striking  with  the  prominent,  unstreaked,  pale  buff  supercilia  and  median  crown-stripe 
contrasting  with  strong  dark  lateral  crown  stripes.  This  head  pattern  was  almost  identical  to  Eurasian 
WTiimbrel,  although  the  median  crown-stripe  was  broader  in  front,  but  the  contrast  was  much  greater. 
The  overall  plumage  tone  was  a  slightly  paler  and  warmer  brown  and  the  dark  flank  barring  slightly 
finer  than  in  Eurasian  Whimbrel.  The  underwing  coverts  were  mid  brown,  strongly  barred  with  dark 
brown  and  were  very  different  from  the  dark  brown  and  white  barring  of  Eurasian  Whimbrel.  All  of 
these  features  were  seen  to  be  typical  of  Hudsonian  Whimbrel  when  I  studied  several  of  them  in 
Colombia  in  March  2001. 

About  600  birders  saw  the  Hudsonian  Whimbrel  between  midday  on  Saturday  6th  May  and  5.00pm 
the  next  day  when  it  flew  off  high  to  the  west.  This  was  Gwent’s  largest  ever  twitch  but  was  small 
considering  that  the  Whimbrel  was  a  third  for  Britain  and  the  first  twitchable  individual.  Despite  there 
being  no  infrastructure  for  parking  at  Goldcliff  at  the  time,  the  twitch  went  well  and  I  hope  that 
everyone  enjoyed  the  event.  To  quote  Birding  World’s  end  of  year  review  the  Hudsonian  WTiimbrel 
“reinstated  South  Wales  on  the  twitching  map”... 


Sam  Bosanquet 
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CITRINE  WAGTAIL  ON  SKOMER  ISLAND  -  first  for  Wales 

With  a  south-westerly  severe  gale  and  rain  hammering  at  my  bedroom  window  on  the  morning  of  27 
September  2000,  the  prospect  of  an  extra  hour  in  bed  had  overridden  any  urge  to  go  out  birding.  The  internal 
rarity  homing  device  of  one  Michael  J.  Pilsworth,  on  the  other  hand,  had  him  out  braving  the  elements,  and 
when  I  finally  rose  his  dulcet  Yorkshire  tones  greeted  me  on  my  answerphone;  “GET  DOWN  TO  NORTH 
POND  WITH  A  SCOPE;  I  THINK  EVE  GOT  A  CITRINE  WAG”.  Breakfast  was  skipped  as  I  jogged  with 
optics  towards  the  pond,  but  as  I  arrived  at  the  hide  a  shrill  rasping  ‘ shreep ’  cut  through  my  heavy 
panting  and  announced  the  departure  of  the  bird! 

A  search  ensued,  and  Mike  finally  relocated  the  wagtail  (which  had  latched  on  to  two  Pieds)  at 
Shearing  Hays  (one  of  the  central  fields).  By  the  time  Simon  Avery  and  I  arrived,  however,  the  bird 
had  slipped  the  net  and  a  further  search  was  aborted  due  to  the  foul  weather  (and  the  lure  of  beans  on 
toast).  Fortunately,  the  wagtail  was  relocated  back  at  North  Pond  in  the  afternoon.  The  three  of  us 
then  spent  the  following  five  hours  in  the  hide  whilst  we  endeavoured  to  establish  the  full  suite  of 
features  to  confirm  the  identity  beyond  doubt,  against  a  barrage  of  torrential  rain  and  hide-shaking 
gusts.  The  bird  was  striking,  with  an  extensive  broad  white  supercilium,  rich  velvety  grey  upperparts, 
white  underparts  and  broad  white  wingbars  and  tertial  edges.  We  were  all  too  aware  of  the  pitfall  of 
grey  and  white  eastern  Yellow  Wagtails  with  rasping  calls,  however,  and  the  inclement  conditions 
were  not  making  the  task  easy.  The  pale  ‘wrap-around’  rear  border  to  the  ear  coverts  was  not  at  all 
obvious  -  revealing  itself  as  a  thin  line  joining  super’  and  submoustachial  stripe  only  at  close  quarters 
and  at  certain  angles  -  and  after  five  hours  we  were  still  not  convinced  about  pale  lores!  It  was 
encouraging,  then,  when  we  found  Rob  Wilson’s  shot  of  the  1995  Kelling  Quag  Citrine  in  Birding 
World  (Vol.8,  p.328)  sporting  quite  clearly  dark  lores! 

Size  and  Structure 

Similar  to  nearby  Pied  Wagtails,  but  very  slightly  smaller  with  slighter  build.  Legs  appeared  long  and  stout. 

Tail  may  have  appeared  shorter  in  flight. 

Head 

CROWN  -  rich  velvety  grey.  CORONAL  STRIPE  -  blackish,  obvious,  extending  half  way  between  bill  and 
eye  to  near  rear  of  supicilium.  FOREHEAD  -  narrow  buff  brown  band  across  base  of  bill.  SUPERCILIUM  - 
very  broad  and  white,  extending  from  base  of  bill  to  rear  of  ear-coverts  (but  narrowing  towards  bill).  LORES: 

-  possibly  dark.  We  spent  a  lot  of  time  trying  to  be  sure  of  what  was  happening  here.  The  majority  of  the  time 
they  appeared  dark  but  occasionally  they  looked  pale.  We  both  agreed  that  if  we  had  been  looking  for  dark 
lores  as  a  feature  we  would  have  agreed  they  were  dark  almost  immediately.  EAR  COVERTS  -  these  were 
bordered  by  a  rather  blackish  eye-stripe  and  thin  blackish  malar  stripe.  Rear  of  ear-coverts  slightly  darker  grey 
than  mantle.  Obvious  white  crescent  below  eye.  EAR  COVERT  SURROUND  -  a  thin,  often  indistinct  pale 
line  joined  the  supercilium  with  the  neck  sides.  This  was  not  always  obvious  and  was  almost  impossible  to 
make  out  at  greater  distances. 

Upperparts 

MANTLE,  SCAPULARS,  NAPE  and  RUMP  -  uniform  rather  rich  velvety-grey  -  similar  tone  to  mantle  of 
White  Wagtail.  Lacking  any  green  or  yellow  tones.  MEDIAN  COVERTS  -  blackish  with  broad  white  tips 
forming  pure  white  wingbar  covering  about  half  of  their  visible  length.  GREATER  COVERTS  -  black  with 
broad  white  tips  forming  obvious  wingbar,  width  one  quarter  to  one  third  of  the  visible  greater  covert  length. 
TERTIALS  -  black  with  broad  white  edges  covering  about  one  third  of  inner  most  tertial  and  over  half  of  the 
visible  part  of  the  outer  two.  TAIL  -  black  with  white  outer  tail  feathers. 

Underparts 

Whitish  with  no  hint  of  yellow.  Remnants  of  gorget  across  breast  with  dark  grey  rectangle  below  ear-coverts 
and  a  couple  of  grey  spots  on  breast.  There  was  possibly  a  peachy  wash  across  breast  although  this  was  very 
indistinct.  Undertail  coverts  white  (no  hint  of  yellow)  with  a  small  amount  of  dark  encroaching  from  rump. 

Bare  Parts 

EYE  -  black  with  thin  white  eye-ring.  LEGS  -  black,  appearing  quite  long  and  stout.  BILL  -  all  black,  quite 
long  and  stout. 

Call 

Described  as  “a  buzzing  rather  harsh  ‘ dsweep (MJP)  and  “a  loud  rasping  ‘ shreep ’  or  even  ‘ shrup"\JGB). 

Juan  G.  Brown 
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WELSH  BIRDS 


'Welsh  Birds'  is  the  journal  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  and  is  published  twice  annually,  in 
June  and  December.  The  December  issue  is  primarily  devoted  to  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  and  the 
annual  Report  on  Bird  Monitoring  in  Wales.  The  Ringing  Report  is  now  a  standard  feature  of  the  June 
issue. 

Papers  for  Welsh  Birds  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspect  of  Welsh  Ornithology.  The 
Society  is  anxious  that  the  journal  should  accurately  reflect  present  ornithological  activity  in  Wales. 
Thus  we  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or  amateur,  with  results  of  bird  studies  in  Wales,  will 
always  consider  publishing  information  about  these  here.  All  papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor 
and  an  independent  referee.  Authors  should  follow  the  format  of  papers  published  in  the  journal  and 
guidelines  for  authors  have  been  drawn  up  and  are  available  from  the  Editor  (address  inside  front 
cover).  Papers  are  accepted  and  published  in  either  Welsh  or  English.  Papers  in  Welsh  should  be 
supplied  with  captions  to  tables  and  figures  in  both  Welsh  and  English  and  with  an  English  summary. 
This  follows  standard  international  practice. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are  also  welcome.  An 
accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be  short  and  succinct,  ideally  of  not 
more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Notes  may  also  be  submitted  in  either  Welsh  or  English. 

Each  volume  comprises  at  least  6  issues,  to  make  more  satisfactory  volumes  for  binding,  if  readers 
so  desire.  A  member,  David  Chatfield,  has  recommended  Principal  Bookbinders  Ltd,  Ynyscedwyn 
Industrial  Estate,  Ystradgynlais,  Swansea  SA9  IDT,  who  have  done  an  excellent  job  for  him.  Binding 
will  be  in  black  buckram,  with  gold  lettering  and  the  Society's  logo  on  the  spine,  at  a  price  of  £15  per 
volume. 
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